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PARIS <R) — The Mediterranean Forum opened its 
two-day meeting in Algiers Friday with officials from 
1 ! counmes rapreseming states in the region, the otiQ- 
cial APS news agency said. “The Mediterranean 
Forum is a long term (political) project., its discus- 
sions would cover also financial cooperation and 
human issues, within the framework of future free 
trade zone association” APS said. The meeting was 
attended by the foreign ministers of France, Italy. 
Tunisia, Egypt and Algeria while remaining countries 
will be represented by two secretary of states and 
diplomats. 
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Israeli army kills Lebanese Chilian 

TYRE. Lebanon (AFP.) — Israeli troops killed an 
elderly Lebanese civilian when they shelled a village 
in ihe Israeli -occupied “security zone” in south 
Lebanon, U.N. peace-keepers said Saturday. An 
Israeli tank fired a shell in the direction of Aadchil vil- 
lage in the occupied zone, killing a farmer in his 70s. 
Ahmad Sueidane, an officer with the U.N. Interim 
Force In south Lebanon said. The officer gave no rea- 
son for the Israeli shelling, though an Israeli soldier 
was injured Thursday in an attack by Hizbullah guer- 
rillas. In Israel, a military spokesman confirmed the 
killing and said it happened by accident when Israeli 
soldiers spotted "suspicious movement in the securin' 
zone" 
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Israeli soldiers wound 7 in 


Hebron; close Arab shops 
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Pn lest ini un youth bum the Israeli flat* during demonstrations in the West Bank city 
of Rumalluh Saturday as n thousand protesters demonstrated against an anti-Muslim 
poster which was plastered in Hebron by a Jewish extremist (AFP photo) 


Confined agaxy dispatches 

ISRAELI SOLDIERS shot 
and wounded seven Pales- 
tinians during clashes on 
Saturday in the volatile 
West Bank town of Hebron, 
witnesses said. 

Palestinian rioters shout- 
ing “Jewish settlers out,” 
pelted Israeli soldiers with 
fire bombs, stones and 
empty bottles. The troops 
fired back with rubber bul- 
lets injuring two Palestini- 
ans. 

The clashes broke out 
after a group of 25 Jewish 
settlers started throwing 
stones at Palestinian youths 
in the city's downtown area, 
the site of daily violence. 
Israeli soldiers removed die 
settlers and were then 
attacked by Palestinians. 

Soldiers also took over 
the rooftop of a home 
owned by a Palestinian 
medic who lives on the 
front-line of the clash site 
and were using.it as a base 
to shoot at rioters down 
below. 

“1 live in a hell. my home 
i ^ on the line of fire,” said 
Nihad Abu Zaeneh, a 33- 
year-old father of four chil- 
dren. He said soldiers 
informed him his rooftop 


was now a base for the 
troops. His children stayed 
inside the bouse screaming 
as the sounds of gunfire 
from above echoed inside 
the stone house. 

One hour earlier, troops 
closed Palestinian shops in 


downtown Hebron in retali- 
ation for the riots and 
detained four shopkeepers 
who resisted army orders. 

Soldiers pushed and 
shoved several merchants 
who woukhft lock up 
immediately. One of those 


detained was a butcher who 
had asked to stay open until 
a bridegroom who had 
ordered meat for his 


(Continued on page 2) 


Egyptian 
leader calls 


U.N. studies Iraqi request 
to import goods via Syria 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
United Nations experts are 
in Baghdad to study an 
Iraqi proposal to import 
goods via its new friend 
Syria, giving the sanctions- 
hit country a fourth outlet, a' 
U.N. official bene said Sat- 
urday. 

“A team of special experts 
from the (Sanctions) Com- 
mittee is in Iraq now to dis- 
cuss a proposal option for 
the opening of the fourth 
crossing point on the Syri- 
an -Iraqi border," the official 
said, asking not to be 
named. 

He said the experts would 
meet with Iraqi officials but 
did not say how long their 
visit would last. 

The Syrian -Iraqi border 
was opened to businessmen 


in early June after a 1 5-year 
closure, as the two coun- 
tries ruled by rival wings of 
the Baath Party edge 
toward economic coopera- 
tion without renewing their 
diplomatic ties severed in 
1980. 

The two countries have 
signed contracts for the first 
time since 1980, and Syria 
has suggested its Mediter- 
ranean ports be used as a 
transit point for goods des- 
tined for Iraq. 

An Arab diplomat in Iraq 
said around 350 Syrian 
businessmen are expected 
in Baghdad in the coming 
days to discuss new con- 
tracts. 

The United Nations and 
Iraq agreed an “oil-for- 
food" deal which came into 


effect in December easing 
the oil and trade embargo 
imposed after the 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 

Under the deal. Iraq can 
sell $2 billion of oil every 
six months to raise money 
to buy food and medicine 
under strict international 
control. 

The U.N. has so far 
authorised three entry 
points for goods into Iraq: 
the Iraqi Gulf port of Uram 
Qasr, the lraqi-Jordanian 
border and the Khabur 
crossing point on Iraq's 
border with Turkey. 

The U.N. said Tuesday 
that Iraq has so far import- 
ed a million tonnes of 
goods under the oil-for- 
food accord. 


for Arab 
common 
market 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak called for Arab 
states to set up a common 
market to boost trade and 
investment, in remarks pub- 
lished here Saturday. 

“We need an Arab com- 
mon market in which eco- 
nomic borders are opened up 
and goods flow freely and 
without barriers," Mr. 
Mubarak told the English 
language Arab Tunes, in an 
interview also carried in its 
Arabic sister paper AJ Soyas - 
sah. 

“As a result of this, the 
quality of Arab products will 
improve and joint industrial 
projects will be set up," he 
said. 

Developing a common 
market would help boost 
inter-Arab trade, which now 
stands at just eight per cent of 
foreign trade, the Egyptian 
president said. 

“More cooperation is bet- 
ter than aid. By linking Arab 
economies through an Arab 
common market, it would 
mean the flaw of capital 
among these countries which 
is better than aid," he added. 

Speaking about Cairo’s 
relations with Washington, 
Mr. Mubarak said: “Our rela- 
tions with the United States 
are good and I have no com- 
plaints about iL" 

“It is unfair to describe sta- 
ble relations like those 
between Egypt and the U.S. 
as passing through difficult 
times, based on newspaper 
reports or after a parliamen- 
tary discussion," he added. 

But he did not say which 
reports he was referring to. 

“In our relations there are 
constant parameters which 
do not -change even if opin- 
ions and views differ about a 
particular issue." he said. 


Israel snubs British minister 
over ‘pro-Palestinian 5 speech 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Israeli government has 
snubbed a British minister by 
recommending that Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin not meet with 
her on his visit to Britain after 
she made a pro-Palestinian 
speech, the Israeli embassy in 
London said Friday. 

"Her comments were one 
of tire reasons why the meet- 
ing did not go ahead,” said a 
spokesman, adding that a 
meeting had also been diffi- 
cult to arrange in a tight 
timetable. A meeting with 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook was still sched- 
uled, and the embassy con- 
finned Friday that Mr. Beilin 
did in fact meet Ms. Short as 
well late Thursday, against 
the embassy’s advice and 
without the accompaniment 
of the ambassador. 

In a speech by Secretary of 
State for Overseas Develop- 
ment Clare Short to the char- 
ity group Medical Aid for 


Palestinians, three weeks 
ago, Ms. Short said: “I am 
very conscious of the histori- 
cal wrongs done to the Pales- 
tinian people — and the 
‘unfairness of the world’s 
expectation that they should 
make sacrifices to make up 
for the evil done by Euro- 
peans during the holocaust” 

The Israeli Foreign Min- 
istry complained to the 
British government saying 
the comments compared 
Israel's attitude towards the 
Palestinians to the Nazi’s atti- 
tude to Jews. 

A spokesman quoted by 
Friday's Independent news- 
paper said Ms, Short “didn’t 
mean to cause any offence 
and doesn’t believe it was an 
offensive remark” but was 
merely laying out an histori- 
cal context of the present 
conflict The row comes on 
the eve of a visit to Britain by 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, during which he will 
meet Prime Minister Tony 


Blair Monday and discuss 
possible future membership 
of tire Commonwealth with 
Secretary General Emeka 
Anyaoku. 

Responding to the criticism 
of Ms. Short Friday, Afif 
Safieh, of the Palestinian gen- 
eral delegation in London, 
said he found “totally outra- 
geous the campaign waged” 
against Ms. Short, accusing 
Israel of “intellectual terror- 
ism" 

“The denial of our suffering 
by those who inflicted it upon 
us is as nauseating as all 
denials and atrocities and 
injustices,” he said. 

He added that Israel was 
attempting “a new version of 
political inquisition to silence 
such expressions of sympa- 
thy for our sufferings” which 
Palestinian people considered 
“extremely offensive and 
totally repulsive resulting 
from an unacceptable anti- 
Arab and Islamophobic 
racism.” 


Economic cooperation no alternative 
to political progress - Prince Has§asi 

‘Peace process must lead to creation of Palestinian state' 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan speaking at the uptming 
ceremony or the Medpartwtaria* conference in Amman. 
Saturday I Photo by Yousef ’Allan) 


By Ghalia AJul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan on Saturday said 
economic cooperation is no 
alternative to political 
progress in the peace 
process which must lead to 
the recognition of the rights 
of the Palestinian people, 
halting the building of set- 
tlements and the establish- 
ment of an independent 
Palestinian state. 

In his inaugural address 
to the opening ceremony of 
the Medpartenuriut confer- 
ence, Prince Hassan said 
the World Bank defines the 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) region as a 
region that covers members 
of the Arab League, plus 
Iran. He added that 
although Turkey is not 
included by the World 
Bank in the MENA region, 
it is a member of the Euro- 


Medpanenariat process. 

“In the event of this lead- 
ing to recognition of a 
Palestinian state, leading to 
an end to settlement poli- 
cies, leading to a recogni- 
tion of the positive contri- 
bution to Palestinian people 
in free trade, not in protec- 
tive measures of closed 
economies, this process can 
include a vital coniributive 
Israeli economy.” Prince 
Hassan added. 

He said the Medpartenar- 
iat process can create one 
of the largest free trade 
areas in the world with a 
population of more than 
600 million people and a 
combined Gross National 
Product (GNP) of approxi- 
mately S7 trillion. 

Prince Hassan sited the 
Swiss Trade Initiative in the 
Middle East North Africa 
(ST1MENA) as an “exam- 
ple of how regional eco- 
nomic development can 
contribute to the Middle 


East process of economic 
rehabilitation, starting with 
the core parties: Egypt, the 
Palestinian territories. 
Israel and Jordan, as well as 
Syria and Lebanon in the 
event of their full participa- 
tion in a comprehensive 
search for peace.” 

“This aims to stimulate 
intr a- regional trade and 


investment, as well as to 
harmonise and develop 
trade relations with key 
third countries. Looking 
into the future, it is possible 
to consider not only the 
free movement of goods 
and services, but also the 
free 

(Continued on page 2) 


IAF’s deliberations fail t© 


unify positions on elect!© 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A meeting of 
the Islamic Action Front's 
(IAF) Executive Council 
yesterday night failed to 
reach a final decision on 
whether to boycott the 
1997 general elections and 
conform to the decision 
taken on Wednesday by the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

In a press statement, the 
council said a final deliber- 
ation had been postponed 
“in order to study the situa- 
tion with other opposition 
parties and independent 
personalities." 

"We hope that the gov- 
ernment will realise the 
danger of the situation 
instead of trying to further 
marginalise the role of 
political parties and Parlia- 
ment. 

“A reconsideration of the 
Election Law. the Press and 
Publications Law and the 
level of public freedoms in 
the country could forge 
ground for rectifying fail- 
ures accumulated from 


1993 until now,” the state- 
ment said. 

The close-door meeting 
was chaired by IAF Secre- 
tary Genera] Ishaq Farhan. 

On Friday, the head of the 
higher committee for coor- 
dination among the opposi- 
tion parties, Salem Nahas, 
told the Jordan Times that a 
meeting of the leaders of 
1 1 opposition parties, 
including the IAF, has been 
called for on Monday “to 
study the Muslim Brother- 
hood’s decision.” 

Also on Friday, IAF 
Spokesperson Hamzeh 
Mansour told the Jordan 
Times that “it will take a 
week or two, before a final 
decision (on whether to 
boycott the elections) is 
made" 

The IAF Executive Coun- 
cil members were not 
immediately available to 
disclose derails on yester- 
day night's meeting, but 
contradictory declarations 
to the press issued by 


(Continued on page 2) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Mus- 
lim Brotherhood's general 
supervisor Abdul Majeed 
Thneibat said yesterday the 
Press aDd Publications Law. 
the one-peison, one-vote sys- 
tem, the normalisation of ties 
with Israel and “the govern- 
ment's measures to margin- 
alise political parties" were 
the main reasons behind the 
movement’s decision to boy- 
cott the 1997 general elec- 
tions. 

“We (the Brotherhood.) are 
not an appendix which can be 
removed easily," Mr. 
Thneibat declared 

Stressing that Wednesday's 
“decision is not a declaration 
of war against the regime, but 
a request for reforms," he 
maintained that the Brother- 
hood “has not turned its 
reformist policies into a revo- 
lution. 

“We are against violence 


and confrontation with the 
state ” he said. 

Mr. Thneibat said the 
Brotherhood has established 
contacts with political parties 
and the professional associa- 
tions and invited them to 
cooperate to reach a "national 
programme aimed at con- 
vincing the government to 
abolish all temporary laws.” 

“We are planning to call for 
a national conference that will 
include all political parties to 
discuss this issue” he said, 
adding that “the government 
should not transform the bat- 
tle into a confrontation with 
the Brotherhood because this 
will not solve the crisis facing 
the country.” 

‘1 am optimistic that this 
decision will lead to a nation- 
al unity among all opposition 
parties,” he concluded 


Yilmaz wins confidence vote marred 
by brawl inside Turkish parliament 



A left-wing member of Turkish parliament unveils a placard Saturday, calling previ- 
ous Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan a 'pimp.* The placard caused a brawl forcing 
the parliament speaker to interrupt the sluing and later to order several deputies out 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey’s parliament erupted 
in a brawl Saturday as 
deputies passed a vote of 
confidence in Prime Minis- 
ter Mesut Yilmaz, bringing 
the final curtain down on the 
country's first Islamist gov- 
ernment 

Mr. Yilmaz, who heads a 
conservative secular coali- 
tion, easily won the vote in a 
session live on television 
that had to be interrupted as 
scores of deputies from the 
ruling and opposition par- 
ties fought in the chamber. 

The chaos erupted shortly 
after the debate started 
when a left-wing deputy 
unveiled a banner calling 
Islamist former Premier 
Necmettin Erbakan a 
“pimp.” 

Parliament Speaker 
Mustafa Kalemli briefly 
interrupted the sitting, later 
ordering several deputies 
out of the chamber. After a 
break of more than 10 min- 
utes, the session resumed 
and the confidence debate 
continued. 


of the chamber (AFP photo) 

Mr. Yilmaz, the leader of 
the conservative Motherland 
Party, won by 280 votes to 
256. The remainder of the 
deputies in the 548-seat par- 
liament abstained or failed 
to vote, Mr. Kalemli said. 

Earlier, a framer close 
aide of conservative True 


Path Party leader Tansu 
Ciller, Mr. Erbakan’s coali- 
tion partner, defected to the 
Yilmaz camp. 

Yam an Toruuer. a former 
Central Bank governor, 
became the 40th deputy to 
quit her party since the 
December 1995 general 


elections. 

He said in a written state- 
ment that he would support 
the Yilmaz government in 
the confidence vote and 
would later join Mother- 
land. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Prince Hassan’s address to Medpartenariat conference 


(Continued from page 1) 

mo vemeol of labour which is currently so 
problematic.” the Prince affirmed. 

He said Jordan believes that regional and 
inter-regional cooperation is instrumental in 
bringing nations together and in consolidating 
economic ties. 

‘‘It is a powerful instrument. It can enhance 
peace, stability and security in the region. It 
can motivate neighbouring countries to open 
up their economies and deepen their inter- 
dependence," he added. 

The three-day conference will bring together 
representatives from about 350 European and 
150 Jordanian companies aiming to enhance 
economic cooperation between countries of 
the Mediterranean region and the European 
Union (EU). 

The conference, organised by the Jordan 
Export Development and Commercial Centres 
Corporation (JEDCOl. in cooperation with the 
EU. is geared towards setting up joint Jordan- 
ian -European ventures and creating a suitable 
environment of growth for small and Medium- 
size enterprises. 

Participants will highlight investment and 
export opportunities in Jordan as well as incen- 
tives brought about by the new set of econom- 
ic legislation in the country. 

Prince Hassan said that Jordan has become 
the first country in the region to completely 
remove foreign exchange controls on both cur- 
rent and capital accounts. 

He added that the country has also abolished 
the non-Jordanian equity ownership ceiling in 
most sectors including banking, insurance, 
telecommunications and the manufacturing 
industry. 

The Prince added that the regulatory frame- 
work in Jordan has been improved to accom- 
modate the new developments and changes in 
the economy and to pave the ground for the 
Kingdom’s integration into the world econo- 
my. 

“A business-enabling investment law is in 
operation together with a set of new laws. 
These laws cover the entire range of priorities 
that concern the local and international busi- 
ness community including Intellectual Proper- 
ty Rights. Harmonisation of legislation with 
the EU is our ultimate objective,” Prince Has- 
san said. 

The Prince said the Jordan Rift Valley can 
become like the Danube in central Europe an 
example of cooperation among neighbouring 
states. 

“The Jordan Rift Valley is a major natural 
economic territory (NET) that includes sub- 
regional growth triangles. These represent new 
vehicles for cooperation in the region.” he said. 

He added that “regional cooperation can 
prove to be another means of attracting foreign 
investments, and therefore, sustaining eco- 
nomic growth at both the regional and nation- 
al levels. The national and regional dimen- 
sions, in both political and economic terms, 
provide the bases for our practical approach 
towards cooperation in the Euro-Med region.” 

Prince Hassan said that although the share of 
the MENA region of the 5227 billion of private 
investment in developing countries in 1996 
was only S7 billion, this region represents a 
huge potential. 

“The share of this region has shown the most 
rapid rates of growth. It increased from about 
one per cent in 1990 to three per cent by 19%. 
It is precisely because of the low share, so far, 
that we consider it has a huge potential." 
Prince Hassan said, hoping that the Euro- 
Mediterranean region will jointly make use of 
this potential through the Medpartenariat con- 
ference in Jordan. 

Prince Hassan concluded by saying that “this 
meeting is not to promote this country but to 


promote a larger share in developing a broader 
region inclusive of all and exclusive of none.” 

In his address to the opening ceremony. 
Member of the European Commission (EC) 
Christos Papoutsis said Jordan is an important 
partner to the EU and is devoted to budding 
peace in the Middle East promoting economic 
growth and creating welfare in the region. 

“As an emerging market situated at the con- 
fluence of three continents. Jordan offers great 
economic potential. Its market has yet to be 
fully exploited by entrepreneurs in Euro- 
Mediterranean partnerships.” Mr. Papoutsis 
said 

The Medpartenariat conference in Jordan 
will produce a further stimulus to the develop- 
ment of the private sector, said Mr. Papoutsis. 

He added that the conference is targeted 
towards helping small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) from Jordan and other Mediterranean 
countries as well as the EU, which are seeking 
to extend their business activities, by finding 
partners for long-term cross-bonder coopera- 
tion. 

“SME policy ranks high on the agenda of 
the EU. In our changing world, small and 
medium size enterprises play a growing and 
decisive role for the creation of employment 
and for the economic and social stability of our 
regions.” said Mr. Papoutsis. 

“The internationalisation of SME activities is 
crucial, if they are to benefit from the opportu- 
nities of the international markets,” he added. 

Mr. Papoutsis said the Euro-Mediterranean 
conference held in Barcelona in 1995 is a his- 
torical milestone that created the foundations 
of a multilateral and lasting framework of rela- 
tions through the establishment of a compre- 
hensive partnership. 

“Euro-Mediterranean cooperation is the key 
to achieving more economic and social siabili- 
ty. This partnership is an instrument to help 
Mediterranean countries, in their acceptance of 
the inevitable consequences of a global econo- 
my." he said. 

He noted that although free trade between 
the EU and its Mediterranean partnership is 
necessary, it is not sufficient to bring welfare to 
the region. 

“Above all and at the same time, there must 
be free trade between the Mediterranean part- 
ners themselves. This will be a challenge for 
the EU -Mediterranean policy in the coming 
years, and it is obvious that this goal can only 
be achieved with the political will of the 
Mediterranean partners themselves,” Mr. 
Papoutsis stressed. 

Minister of Industry and Trade Hani Mulki 
outlined Jordan’s economic reform programme 
saying that the country’s economy is undergo- 
ing such process at both the macro and sectoral 
levels. 

“It is hoped that within the next few years, 
the Jordanian economy will reach a level of 
self-sustenance, when it will no longer be in 
need of support to finance its balance of pay- 
ments deficit," Dr. Muflti said. 

He highlighted the importance of the new set 
of economic laws the country has introduced in 
order to jump-start the economy. These laws, 
be said, included the new Securities law, the 
Companies Law, the new Secured Financing 
Law and the new Customs Law. 

Dr. Mulki stressed Jordan’s keenness to inte- 
grate into the world economy, saying that the 
Kingdom has already initiated the process of 
acceding to the World Trade Organisation, ini- 
tialled a partnership agreement with the EU 
and concluded free trade agreements with a 
number of Arab countries. 

Ministry of Industry and Trade Secretary 
General Mohammad Halaiqa underlined the 
importance of the Medpartenariat and said it 
symbolises the will of the international com- 
munity towards building strategic alliances. 


IAF fails to reach decision on boycott 


(Continued from page 1) 

different IAF personalities 
in the last few days have 
revealed different stands 
vis-a-vis electoral partici- 
pation. 

Being the Muslim Broth- 
erhood's political arm. the 
IAF has so far faithfully 
conformed to the Brother- 
hood’s political guidelines, 
though maintaining Finan- 
cial and administrative 


independence. A Muslim 
Brotherhood leader, how- 
ever, said in an earlier 
interview that “it is likely 
that some members of the 
front will run independent- 
ly" 

Though Dr. Arabvyat 
stressed that “the IAF will 
take collective and not 
individual actions." divi- 
sions staned becoming 
apparent on Friday, when 
Dr. Mansour reportedly 


expressed disapproval of 
the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
decision and stated that 
“the LAF will participate in 
the elections, regardless.” 
In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra. 
Dr. Mansour said, “the 
boycott is against the inter- 
est of the Jordanian people 
and the development of 
democratic life fin the 
Kingdom)." 


Saudi editors 
charged with 
libel of 
Mubarak’s 
two sons 

CAIRO (AFP) — Two edi- 
tors and four journalists 
from a Saudi newspaper 
group were charged Satur- 
day with allegedly libelling 
the two sons of Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
judicial sources said. 

The six face sentences of 
two years in prison and a 
$60 fine for “defamation 
and attacking the fPresi- 
dent Mubarak’s) family 
honour.” their trial date has 
not yet been set 

Asharq AI Awsat daily, 
part of the Saudi publishing 
group of the same name, 
published on May 27 an 
advertisement for its sister 
weekly Al Jadida contain- 
ing an article implicating 
Mr. Mubarak's sons in ille- 
gal business dealings. 


Qatari 
paper calls 
for Arab 
summit 

DOHA (AFP) — A 
Qatari newspaper which 
reflects official views 
called Saturday for an 
Arab summit to agree a 
united stand on the 
Israeli -Arab peace 

process and a controver- 
sial economic summit 
planned for Doha in 
November. 

“The stalemate in the 
peace process requires 
the calling of an extraor- 
dinary Arab summit to 
draw up a united position 
and avoid friction,” Al 
Raya wrote. 

“The Arabs need to 
redefine -their attitude 
after the failure of Egypt- 
ian mediation between 
Israel and the Palestini- 
ans and the controversy 
over the economic con- 
ference," it said. 

Qatar has so far resisted 
strong Arab pressure to 
scrap plans to host the 
fourth annual Middle 
East and North Africa 
economic conference in 
Doha in November 
because Israel has been 
invited. 

Other Arab states, led 
by Syria, argue that 
Israel should be kept out 
in the cold because of the 
four-month-old crisis in 
the peace process. The 
Arab League called on 
member stales to freeze 
normalisation wiih Israel 
in March. 

Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
have backed Syria’s boy- 
cott call, diplomats say. 
Saudi Arabia has also 
said it will stay away. 
Egypt, which hosted last 
year's gathering, has yet 
to decide. 


Palestinian minister in Baghdad 
discusses possible Arab summit 



BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
Palestinian minister said 
here Saturday that he has 
discussed with Iraqi officials 
here a possible Arab summit 
focused on the frozen Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

“We discussed the Pales- 
tinian proposal to call an 
Arab summit in light of 
Israel’s stubbornness and 
partiality by the U.S. admin- 
istration, which does not 


Kuwait 
predicts 
better 
future ties 
with Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — A 
Kuwaiti diplomat has pre- 
dicted "positive develop- 
ments” soon in his coun- 
try’s relations with Sudan 
which were frozen after 
the 1990 Iraqi invasion, 
Sudanese newspapers 

reported Saturday. 

"Sudanese- Kuwaiti re- 
lations will witness posi- 
tive developments with 
important steps and visits 
exchanged by senior offi- 
cials of the two countries 
taking place in the coining 
months,” Kuwait’s 

Charge d’ Affaires Faisal 
Abdul Aziz Milaifi was 
quoted by the official Al 
Anbaa daily as saying. 

Mr. Milaifi said his 
country was the biggest 
Arab investor in Sudan 
and that “the coming days 
will witness a further 
enhancement" of its eco- 
nomic activities here. 

His comments came 
after the first visit by a 
Sudanese official to 
Kuwait since 1990, one of 
a number of signs of 
improving Kuwaiti ties 
with countries it accused 
of siding with Iraq. 

Sudan’s foreign minister 
of state. Mustafa Othman, 
met Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh 
Jaber Ahmad Sabah in his 
visit which began Tues- 
day. 

Kuwait’s Acting Pre- 
mier and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Ahmad 
Sabah said last month that 
normalisation with certain 
Arab countries “which 
adopted a pro-Iraqi stance 
will take place in the near 
future." 

Kuwait has a charge 
d’affaires in Sudan, but 
Khartoum’s embassy in , 
the Gulf emirate is closed. 

As well as Sudan, 
Kuwait froze relations . 
with Jordan, Yemen and 
the Palestinians after the 
invasion. 

Last week, Kuwait Air- 
ways Corporation 

resumed flights to 
Amman and a Kuwaiti 
academic delegation in 
Sanaa met Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh. 


assume its responsibility as 
a co-sponsor of the peace 
process,” the Palestinian 
minister of public works, 
Azzam Al Ahmad, told AFP. 

Mr. Ahmad, who spoke 
after meeting Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Said 
Sahhaf, underlined the 
“need to intensify efforts in 
order to lift obstacles that 
prevent the holding of a 
summit,” which the Pales- 


tinian National Authority 
(PNA) called for last week. 

The Palestinian appeal for 
a summit has received a 
lukewarm response in the 
Arab World, with many 
leaders saying the timing is 
not right. 

Iraq, which has been under 
an international economic 
embargo since its invasion 
of Kuwait in August 1990, 
was excluded from the last 


Arab summit, held in Cairo 
in June 1996. 

Mr. Ahmad said fiat I^n 
has maintained its offer to 
provide 100,000 barrels of 
oil as aid to the United 
Nations Relief and Worfe 
Agency, which deals with 
Palestinian refugees and is 
losing money. 

He said that the United 
Nations has so far refused 
the offer. 


Egypt’s Islamist militants are 
divided over future violence 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
exiled leaders of Islamist 
militant groups in Egypt 
vowed Saturday to pursue 
their armed struggle against 
the government while those 
imprisoned in the countiy 
have called for an end to 
the fighting. 

“We renew our confi- 
dence in our imprisoned 
leaders and rule out that 
they could put an end to our 
fighting,’’ said a statement 
from the Gamaa Islamiya 
primed in the London- 


based Al Hayat Arabic 
newspaper. 

“In addition, we reaffirm 
our will to pursue our jihad 
(holy war),” it added. 

Hie foreign-based leaders 
of' the other Egyptian 
Islamist fundamentalist 
group, Jihad, also said in a 
statement that it had no 
intention of entering into a 
truce with the Egyptian 
government. 

The leaders of Gamaa and 
Jihad imprisoned in Egypt 
repeated Wednesday a call 


7 wounded in Hebron 


(Continued from page 1) 

wedding came to pick up 
the merchandise. 

After an argument with 
the soldiers, the butcher 
was led away to the nearby 
Jewish settler compound of 
Beit Hadassah, along with 
three other detainees. 

“This is collective pun- 
ishment," said Noah Abu 
Munshar, who owns a hard- 
ware store and was not 
among those detained. 
"The army is pushing us 
further into clashes.” 

In all, some 50 of the 
about 300 shops in the 
downtown area still con- 
trolled by Israel were 
closed by midmoming, and 
troops continued moving 
from business to business 
to shut them down. Some 
80 per cent of Hebron has 
been under Palestinian con- 
trol since an Israeli troop 


pullback in Januaiy. 

Saturday marked the sec- 
ond time this week that 
Israeli troops ordered Arab 
shops closed as punishment 
for Palestinian rioting. 

In the West Bank city of 
Ramallah, Ahmed Qureai, 
the speaker of the Palestin- 
ian Legislative Council 
smiled and watched as 
demonstrators burned sev- 
eral Israeli flags during a 
protest march against Jew- 
ish settlements. About 
1.000 Palestinians from all 
the different political fac- 
tions joined in the inarch 
Saturday. 

“The Palestinian people 
will never accept any kind 
of settlement expansion or 
confiscation...This is what 
the people want to say to 
the Israeli govemmenL..to 
all the world," Mr. Qureai 
said. 

In Hebron Friday, more 


to end the violence during 
the trial of 97 Islamists in a 
military court in Cairo. 

But the new Gamaa state- 
ment said the appeals were 
coerced and that they were 
"aimed at giving the 
impression that Gamaa had 
renounced the jihad ami 
that divisions existed in our 
ranks." 

A total of 1,175 people 
have been killed since the 
start of an Islamist arm- 
government campaign in 
Egypt in March 1992. 


than 150 Palestinians bad 
thrown srones, bottles, fire- 
bombs and home-made 
explosives at Israeli sol- 
diers who responded with 
rubber bullets, injuring 20 
Palestinians. Among the 
injured was a 12-year-old 
boy who was partially 
paralysed by a head injury. 

About 500 Jewish settlers 
and 130,000 Palestinians 
live in Hebron, the scene of 
sporadic violence since 
mid-March when Israel 
began construction of a 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
east Jerusalem, the sector 
the Palestinians claim as a 
future capital. 

Tensions rose in Hebron 
two weeks ago when a Jew- 
ish extremist pasted leaflets 
on shopdoors showing t be 
Muslim Prophet, 

Mohammed, as a pig. The 
leaflets have angered Mus- 
lims around the world, and 
the extremist is awaiting 
trial. 


Yilmaz wins confidence vote 


(Continued from page I) 

The new cabinet, appro- 
ved on June 30 by Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel, 
brings together members 
of Motherland and those 
of the Democratic Left 
Party and the centrist 
Democratic Turkey Party. 

Mr. Yilmaz has drawn 
up an ambitious pro- 
gramme aimed at 
strengthening Turkey's 
secular and democratic 
foundations and cleaning 
up the state apparatus. 

That Mr. Yilmaz was 
able to put together a 
coalition at all marks a tri- 
umph for Turkey’s mili- 
tary. which has been 
accusing Welfare of 
threatening the nation’s 
secular traditions. 

The military's four- 


month campaign to secure 
the resignation last month 
of Mr. Erbakan, the first 
Islamist prime minisrer 
since the founding of the 
secular republic in 1923, 
had paralysed the country 
and sparked widespread 
fears of a coup. 

The initial trickle of 
deputies leaving True 
Path, protesting the 
alliance with Mr. 
Erbakan’s Welfare Party, 
became a flood as the mil- 
itary campaign heated up. 

Meanwhile, the Turkish 
military is bidding at the 
Constitutional Court to 
shut down Welfare. 

On Thursday, it submit- 
ted evidence to the Con- 
stitutional Court contain- 
ing information “linking 
Welfare with outlawed 
Islamist fundamentalist 


activities.” 

The Constitutional 
Court, Turkey’s highest 
judiciary body, in June 
launched legal proceed- 
ings against Welfare, 
which has been accused 
by prosecutors of “bring- 
ing the nation to the brink 
of a civil war and under- 
mining the country’s sec- 
ular regime." 

The evidence supplied 
by the military against 
Welfare included videos 
of several leading mem- 
bers of the pro-Islamist 
party speaking against the 
secular regime. 

Under Turkey’s consti- 
tution, the high court is 
authorised to ban parties 
“inciting hatred among 
the people and working 
against the secular 
regime." 
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Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:35 — French Programmes 

16:05 ....America’s Home Video 

16 JO .. -Energy Express 

17:15 American Chart Show 

18:00 French Programmes 

I9HW .News in French 

19 JO News Headline 

19:35 Jresh Prince Bel-Air 

20:00 ..Cinema, Cinema. Cinema 

20:3® National Geographic 

21:10 -Renegade 

22:00 - News in English 

22-JO One West Waikiki 

23:15 Sisters 


04:01. Jajr 

05 J4 (Sunrise) Duha 

12:41 Dhuhr 

16:22 Asr 

19:48 Maghreb 

21:21 ‘Isha 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifleh, TeL S 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Cbwch Tel. 
6327SS. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Aiunurication 



Tel. 637440. 

De la Salfe Church Tel. 661757. 
Tfena Sanda Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 77 1751. 
Amman International Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. On 
Monday, temperatures art expect- 


ed to drop slightly. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

MinTMax. temp. 

Amman..- - 19/32 

Aqaba. J4/38 

Deserts — - 18/36 

Jordan Valley - . . . .24738 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 31. Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 43 per cent. 
Aqaba 31 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Tawfkj Qub'ain 623029 

Dr. GWebZawakfeh ...636011 

Dr. Hsham Kan’an 790286 

Dr. KhaJdoun Asfour ....699440 

Fins pharmacy - — 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAscma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy -...623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 




Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy — 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneb —.250080 

Al Quds pharmacy — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad .985550 

Khalifeh pharmacy —985417 


Food Control Centre.— 637 1 1 1 

MRdmce Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue ftsBce 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade. 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police. S96390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints.— 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Amman Municipality Complaints 
787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 661 101 


Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .77411 1 

Water Authority —.680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co — 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Gentre —81 381 3/32 

Khaljdi Maternity- 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity— 642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali _664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marica 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery —865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

409)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital—. (09)986732 
Al Htkma Modem Hospital 

— (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

— (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

— (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


QUEEN ALU 

international 

AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian [ RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport Tel (08)53200-5, 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09*30 — Jeddah (RT) 

10:00 -Bombay (RJ) 


10:20 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:25 ...» — . — Beirut (RJ) 

Kh45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10:45 -Lamaca/RJ) 

11:00 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

17:05 Amsterdam, Brussels (RJ) 
17:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

18:05 — -Paris (RJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

19:10 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19:10 Athens (RJ) 

20:10 Chicago. Detroit. Amster- 
dam (RJ) 

20:20 .Tunis (RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (RJ) 

20:40 Rome (RJ) 

23:55 Frankfurt. Amsterdam (RJ) 

00:45 .Beirut (add) (RJ) 

01:05 ... Cairo (RJ) 

02:10 -Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

Other flights 

12:00 - Sanaa (TY) 

12:00 - Jeddah (SV) 

13 -J3S Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 — Moscow (SU) 

19-.50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:40 London (BA) 

21:00 Cairo (MS ) 

21:10 .Beirut (ME) 

23-JO Istanbul (TK) 

01:20 .-..Amsterdam, Bonn (KL) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 

06:00 Madrid (RJ)' 

06:45 Beirut (RJ)j 

07 JO — _Larnaca (RJ) j 

11:30 - Frankfurt (S3) 

L2.-00 ,Tlinis(ftJK 

12:15 .Vienna (Wlj 

1230 Rarne(RJ)- 

I3d)0 Amsterdam. New Vbtk (Rft t 

13:20 Athens (RJ) 

13:25— .London (RJ); 

19:30 .Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) | 

21:00 New Delhi (RJ) j 

21:10 Giro. 08L 

21:20 

21:25 Jeddah (RJ) j 

22.-00 ..—Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RDj 

77.-3Q — Itoescus(RJ) : ; 

22:40 Bangkok (RJ) - 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ) | 

01:15 Singapore. 


Other Flights 

07:00 jjernt (MEr; 

07:55 

13:00 

13-30 f 

M:25 ~ Doh, ?L 

16:35 Moscow (SJJ): 

21:10 Td 

22:00 Cairo ‘ 

02:30 --Anjstodsfflffw 1 

06:15 JstanbollW 
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Premier meets with EU commissioner 


AMMAN aT.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali Saturday stated that 
Jordan is hoping to receive 
support and help from the 
European Union (EU) in 
implementing a projected 
social security package. 

. This package .is directed 
to help the indigent and. 
construct infrastruclure 
projects in underdeveloped 
regions of the Kingdom, he 
explained 

In a meeting with EU 
Commissioner .Christos 
Papouisis, currently on a 


four-day visit to Jordan, 
Dr. Majali stated his hope 
that feeEU will encourage 
investments to Jordan. 

The government has 
recently adopted measures 
to remove any investment 
obstacles and preate an 
opportune investment cli- 
mate, he added. 

The premier also encour- 
aged cooperation between 
the EU and the Kingdom in 
the fields of water projects, 
small and medium-size 
industries and tourism. 

The EU commissioner 


arrived in Amman Friday 
for talks with Jordanian 
officials. He is participat- 
ing in a Euro-Mediter- 
ranean conference on 
enhancing economic coop- 
eration between countries 
of the Mediterranean 
region and the European 
Union. 

Dr. Majali highlighted 
Jordan’s role in the Middle 
East peace process and 
underlined the economic 
importance of the process 
for the future aspirations of 
the region. 


The Middle East looks to 
Europe for assistance in 
overcoming economic dif- 
ficulties, he said. 

According to Mr. 
Papoutsis, the European 
Union considers Jordan a 
basic element in the peace 
process and is ready to 
support the Kingdom. 

Jordanian and European 
private sector cooperation 
is an important issue for 
Europe as well, he con- 
cluded. 


King, Queen graduate first Jubilee School class 


to process visas through travel agencies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Israeli embassy in Amman 
will receive applications for 
tourist visas to Israel and 
the occupied territories 

through four Jordanian 

tourist and travel agencies 
instead of through individ- 
ual applicants, according to 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Fayez Tarawneh. 

Ih a regular Cabinet ses- 
sion. Dr. Tarawneh stated 
that the embassy rook the 
decision to mitigate long 
queues of people wailing to 
apply for visas to visit 
friends and relatives in 
Palestinian territories. 

A fee of JD 4 for each 
application will be collect- 
ed and travel agencies will 
forward the applications to 
the embassy For processing, 
he added. 

Israeli Ambassador to 
Jordan Oded Eran has 


promised; that the entire 
process of visa application 
and approval will not take 
over a week to complete, 
according to Dr. Tarawneh. 

The move followed appli- 
cants' complaints of stand- 
ing in long queues to apply 
for visas as well complaints 
from residents near the 
embassy regarding incon- 
veniences as a result of the 
congestion around the 
embassy premises. 

Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Haiti 
Mulki briefed the meeting, 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, on 
meetings with World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) repre- 
sentatives in the course of 
negotiating Jordan’s poten- 
tial membership to the 
organisation. 

Dr. Mulki described the 
meetings as positive, as all 


documents submitted by 
Jordan were promptly 

approved, and the delega- 
tion has been asked to pre- 
pare for a second round of 
negotiations for early next 
year. 

Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Munther 
Masri briefed the Cabinet 
on ministry preparations to 
facilitate the work of teams 
from Oman and Qatar in 
selecting Jordanian teach- 
ers to be seconded for work 
in the two Gulf countries. 

The Cabinet formed Jor- 
dan's delegation to attend a 
technical meeting to be 
held with the World Bank 
in late July in Washington 
DC. 

The delegation will group 
representatives from the 
ministries of planning and 
water and irrigation to dis- 
cuss priorities for water and 


sewage projects in Jordan. 

The Cabinet also effected 
a 50 per cent reduction on 
fees charged for the loading 
and unloading of goods on 
vessels. * 

The reduction does not 
cover empty containers, 
bulk goods and goods 
exported in implementation 
of special agreements with 
other countries. 

The Cabinet retired Dr. 
Amin Qarraeen, director 
general of the Department 
of Meteorology as of 
August L, and also terminat- 
ed the services of Moham- 
mad Amaireh, advisor at 
the Prime Ministry. 

The Cabinet retired a 
number of civil servants 
employed by the Civil Avi- 
ation Authority, and the 
Ministry of Post and 
Telecommunications. 


Environmental delegation to visit Italy 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The first 
Friends of Environment 
(FOE) student delegation 
is. -to. embark, today on a 
rwo-week • -visit- to the 
Verieto region of northern 

The trip comes as part of 
a bilateral agreement 
signed between Jordan and 
Italy to foster socio-cultur- 
al exchanges on health and 
environmental policy, 
according to Director of 
the FOE Media Committee 
Rana Naber. 

The agreement was 
signed in January in Jordan 
by Minister for Public 
Health and Environment of 
Veneto lies Braghetto, the 
then-Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs Abdul 
Razak Tubeisbat and FOE 
President Ra'onf Dabbas. 

The agreement stipulates 
scholarships for fifteen 
students to spend two 
weeks in Veneto, where 
they will meet Italian stu- 
dents in order to exchange 
environmental ideas, poli- 
cies and experiences, Ms. 
Naber explained. 

The fifteen were chosen 
from a pool of students 
who won an environmental 
competition and who 


demonstrated outstanding 
results in projects which 
aimed at solving existing 
environmental problems in 
their areas of residence, 
she asserted. 

..The contract represents a 
‘'valid instrument . to 
exchange experiences and 
know-how on envfronmen-' 
ml issues, especially water 
and air pollution," Prof. 
Braghetto stated in an 
interview last January dur- 
ing the signing ceremony. 

Veneto can provide Jor- 
dan with almost twenty 
years of experience ‘in 
environmental legislation 
and regulations. Prof. 
Braghetto explained earlier 
this year. 

The delegation has 
agreed to file feasibility 
studies, reports and regula- 
tions for fee protection of 
the environment [in such 
manner as was] successful- 
ly implemented in Veneto, 
Ms. Naber said. 

Prof. Braghetto de- 
scribed the contract as pro- 
moting environmental pro- 
tection and conservation in 
order to improve the quali- 
ty of life in local commu- 
nities and emphasise the 
global environmental 
threat as a direct conse- 
quence of modernisation 
and industrialisation proc- 


esses. 

“In order to develop in 
such a manner as to ensure 
that economic growth is 
not achieved at the 
expense of fee environ- 
ment, but. proceeds hand- 
in-hand wife nature con-, 
servation, . governments, 
non-governmental organi- 
sations and citizens must 
promote awareness and 
information campaigns, 
educate younger genera- 
tions, develop adequate 
technologies and encour- 
age exchanges of knowl- 
edge as well as provide a 
legislative frame for envi- 
ronmental protection," he 
stated. 

FOE has also concluded 
an agreement with the 
U.S.-based Globe pro- 
gramme, in which more 
than 40 countries currently 
participate, connecting stu- 
dents via the Internet and 
affording them the oppor- 
tunity to exchange views 
on environment, Mr. Dab- 
bas said. They are also 
allowed direct access to 
scientists from fee U.S.- 
based NASA and other top 
agencies operating in simi- 
lar fields, he added. 

With fee help of the pri- 
vate sector and acting upon 
studies made by a group of 
students who participated 
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in fee third environment 
school competition, fee 
society has built fee first 
operational Bio Gas plant 
in Dhleil in which fee 
excess by-product of 
, methane gas will be used 
for illumination and cook- 
ing purposes at fee site, 
Ms. Naber explained. ’ 

Over 500 students, rang- 
ing between 14 and 16 
years of age from over 250 
schools, participated in the 
competition, she added. 
They hailed from public, 
private and military 
schools from all over fee 
Kingdom. 

FOE is an independent, 
non-governmental, non- 
profit organisation whose 
founders are citizens inter- 
ested in implementing 
environmental communi- 
ty-based development pro- 
jects. 

It was founded in 1994, 
officially registered in 
2995, and its main objec- 
tives are encouraging cre- 
ativity and innovation, 
utilising natural energy 
and providing training for 
young students. 

FOE is committed to 
increasing awareness of 
the importance of a healthy 
environment for a healthy 
planet, Ms. Naber conclud- 
ed. 


Speaker 
invited to 
Austria 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Saad Hayel Srour will today 
begin a visit to Austria updn 
official invitation to discuss 
parliamentary, political and 
economic issues. 

Subjects pertaining to devel- 
opments in the Middle East, 
such as the peace process, 
Arab-Europeau cooperation, 
Austria's positive contribution 
to the region as well as that of 
Europe are also on the agendo, 
he added. 

Mr. Srour expressed opti- 
mism feat the visit would 
enhance Jordanian- Austrian 

parliamentary relations and 
Arab-European parliamentary 
cooperation. 

Austria and Jordan are bound 
by common interests regarding 
the environment and Austria's 
balanced and moderate stand 
on the Palestinian cause, he 
stated. 

, The two countries are linked 
by an economic and industrial 
cooperation treaty, signed in 
1977, according to the speaker. 

Jordan imports food, medi- 
cine and heavy machinery 
from Austria. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor Saturday 
graduated fee first class of 
the Jubilee School in which 
place the King delivered 
the commencement 

address. 

According to a Royal 
Court statement, fee King 
expressed his thanks to all 
those who participated in 
transforming fee dream of 
the Jubilee School into 
reality, particularly fee 
Queen who "has worked so 
hard and so long from the 
beginning." 

He commended the 
school’s educational sys- 
tem which emphasises 
“dialogue, interaction and 
debate, distancing itself 
from rote learning and rep- 
resenting a pioneering edu- 
cational model for fee 
Kingdom." 

Minister of Education 
and Higher Education 
Munther Masri, head of the 
Jubilee School Steering 
Committee, stated that the 
Jubilee School, which 
selects students on a merit 
scholarship basis, has a 
centre for excellence in 
education which cooperates 
wife fee Ministry of Educa- 
tion and other educational 
institutions. 

The centre focuses on 
public and private school 
teacher training as well as 
curriculum development 
for the entire country, he 
added. 

The school provides equi- 
table educational oportuni- 
ties for outstanding stu- 
dents, with a special 
emphasis on students from 
less developed areas of fee 
country, the statement said. 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor Saturday graduate the first class of 
the Jubilee School (photo by Yousef Allan) 


University and scholastic 
scholarships and support 
for these students have 
been partly funded by local 
businesses, organisations 
and individuals. 

The Jubilee School Pro- 
ject was first announced in 
1977 during Jordan's Silver 
Jubilee celebrations of 
King Hussein's accession 
to the throne. 

The project was envis- 
aged as a tribute to His 
Majesty's development 
efforts, especially in the 
field of education, fee state- 
ment said. 

The idea remained a 


dream until the Noor Al 
Hussein Fund (NHF) 
assumed responsibility for 
the project in 19S5. 

It was founded 4 years 
ago as an independent co- 
educational secondary 
school for outstanding 
scholarship students, which 
emphasises community ser- 
vice. equal opportunity and 
creative thinking. 

The school, temporarily 
located in a Ministry of 
Education building, has 
expanded to include a total 
student body of 275 stu- 
dents for fee l9%/97 
scholastic year at its perma- 


nent site in Yajouz. fee 
statement said. 

In addition to boarding 
facilities, which will enable 
fee school to welcome a 
larger number of students 
from remote areas of the 
Kingdom as well as stu- 
dents from fee resr of the 
Arab World, fee campus 
will also include a compre- 
hensive library providing 
students wife access to 
databases worldwide, mod- 
em computer and language 
laboratories, vocational and 
teacher training centres, a 
music and drama centre 
and athletic facilities. 


Defence demands Dakamseh’s acquittal 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN— The defence, 
in .the. case of Cpi. Ahmad 
Dakamseh, fee Jordanian 
soldier accused of killing 
seven Israeli schoolgirls in 
March, requested feat his 
client be acquitted of pre- 
meditated murder. 

During his three-hour 
closing argument, Atry. 
Hussein Mjali argued 
against evidence submitted 
by Military Prosecutor Ll 
C olonel Muhanad Hijazi 
last week and asked the 
court to consider such as 
invalid. 

According to Mr. Mjali, 
his client is suffering from a 
“mental disorder” which 
nullifies any responsibility 
for acts committal. 

“My client is innocent of 
fee charge of premeditated 
murder levelled against 
him,” he stated. “He is not 
responsible [for the events 
in Baqoura] doe to fee men- 
tal illness from which he 
suffers." 

“The elements of which a 
premeditated crime is com- 
posed do not exist," Mr. 
Mjali concluded in his 220- 
page summary. 

He told the court feat the 


psychiatrists who examined 
fee defendant confirmed 
that Cpl. Dakamseh suffers 
from “mental illness which 
incapacitates his control 
over acts and deeds.” 

“The Jordanian judiciary 
stipulates that mental ill- 
ness nullifies any responsi- 
bility of deeds committed 
by said person... and it also 
exempts him from punish- 
ment,” Atty. Majali stated. 

“If such a person commits 
a crime, he is unable to 
realise what fee act signi- 
fies," he added. 

The law maintains that a 
person who commits a pre- 
meditated crime be in a 
state of quiet and calm 
before and during fee act 
he declared. 

“The mental state from 
which my client is suffering 
is such that he is unable to 
understand and value the 
consequences of his deeds," 
Atty. Mjali asserted. "He is 
unable to differentiate 
between right and wrong.” 

“[Court] psychiatrists 
have proven that my defen- 
dant suffers from an anti- 
social personality disor- 
der... and Article 24 of the 
Jordanian Penal Code stip- 
ulates that nobody be tried 
if his act was committed 


without full mental facul- 
ties as was the case wife 
Ahmad Dakamseh” Mr. 
Mjali said. 

“A premeditated crime . 
requires feat fee perpetrator 
be quiet, calm and in con- 
trol,” he added. "There is 
no premeditation in a per- 
son who commits u crime 
in a fit of anger.” 

According to Mr. Mjali, 
his client was provoked to 
violence by Israeli girls as 
he was performing his noon 
prayer. 

Mr. Mjali argued against 
all evidence submitted by 
the military prosecutor and 
called upon the court to dis- 
card such. 

He accused the military of 
torturing Cpl. Dakamseh by 
depriving him of sleep, 
injecting him wife illegal 
substances, and beating 
him. 

Mr. Mjali rejected testi- 
mony of Israeli witnesses in 
fee case as “[they did not] 
take an oath.” 

He also rejected a report 
by a military psychiatrist 
who, he said, did not take a 
necessary oath before com- 
mencing his duties. 

Contrary to Jordanian 
Law which stipulates that 
the prosecutor be fee first 


person to interrogate a 
given suspect.. “many secu-. 
rity agencies interrogated 
Mr. Dakamseh using illegal 
methods," Mr. Mjali 
argued. 

“A fair trial should be pre- 
ceded by a fair and honest 
interrogation — however, 
in this case, the interroga- 
tion was neither fair nor 
honest,” he said. 

Mr. Mjali accused inter- 
rogators of forging inves- 
tigative reports to “suit 
their own ends” as he did 
military prosecutors of hid- 
ing some evidence feat, he 
felt, would support fee 
defendant’s case. 

He also described a “war 
against Zionism which 
murders us and occupies 
our land,” 

The Atty. Mjali had previ- 
ously touched upon recent 
events in the West Bank, 
which he described as 
insults to Islam. 

Presiding Court Justice 
Brigadier Ma’moun Kha- 
sawneh declared these 
political happenings as 
irrelevant to the case and 
ordered them struck from 
the record. 


HUDC awards housing 
tender to local firm 5 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Housing and Urban Development 
Corporation (HUDC) Saturday awarded a JD 200,000 ten- 
der to a local construction firm to build fee infrastructure 
for the Um Qais housing project in fee govemorate of 
Iibid. 

HUDC Director General Yousef Hiyasat, who signed the 
contract wife fee firm’s general manager, affirmed feat this 
second phase of fee project entails laying roads, electricity 
and telephone networks for 99 plots of land to be sold to 
beneficiaries at a later date. 

The housing project is to be constructed on 60 dunums of 
land and infrastructure work will be completed in approxi- 
mately one year, he stated. 

The firm will also install public gardens, a parking lot 
and retaining walls around fee individual plots, according 
to Mr. Hiyasat. 

The first phase of fee housing estate, implemented in 
1987, entailed the distribution of land to fee former resi- 
dents of Um Qais village. 

They were moved from the area as it contained historical 
and archaeological sites undergoing restoration and preser- 
vation, Mr. Hiyasat said. 

In the first phase of the project, homes were built on 150 
plots of land at the cost of JD 1,179,026. 

Mr. Hiyasat stated that fee HUDC has heretofore imple- 
mented eight housing estates in the Irbid govemorate, com- 
prised of 1,806 housing units. 

Two more estates are to be constructed in the same gov- 
emorate, he added. 

Beneficiaries should be citizens of the Kingdom and not 
have benefited from any previous housing project. Mr. 
Hiyasat maintained. 

They should also be able to prove that they do not own 
any land upon which they might suitably build a home, he 
concluded. 


Jordan to participate in 
adult education conference 

f 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will participate in fee meetings of 
the fifth international conference on adult education which the 
United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) is coordinating in Hamburg. Germany from 
July 14 to 18. a Ministry of Education statement said. 

An official delegation comprising representatives of various 
ministries as well os 'other governmental and public organisa- 
tions will represent Jordan in the conference, it added. 

This conference underlines global interest in adult education 
programmes in view of fee 21st cenrury's challenges, accord- 
ing to Chairman of the Delegation and Director General of 
Education at the Ministry of Education Dr. Mahmoud Massud. 

The conference will work to achieve an international com- 
mitment to adult education and continuing education pro- 
grammes and will enable participants to exchange expertise 
and enhance international cooperation, he added. 

This conference will also work to establish recommenda- 
tions for future priorities, adopt an international declaration on 
adult education and formulate a future action plan. Dr. Massad 
affirmed. , 

He explained fear five preliminary conferences have preced- 
ed this conference in different regions of fee world, such as 
fee preliminary conference in the Arab World held in Febru- 
ary which led to an Arab declaration on adult education as 
well as an agenda for future action, the statement said. 

Eventually fee outcome of these meetings will be collected 
and examined, underlining common denominators in fee 
shape of an international declaration and a binding working 
agenda for the future, according to fee statement. 

The aforementioned regional meetings as well as an upcom- 
ing fifth international conference confirm fee need for joint 
public and private action in fee field of adult education 
through implementing common action plans to guarantee pro- 
grammes. their assessment and enhancement. Dr. Mas sad con- 
cluded. 
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Kinshasa denies U.N. report 


of massacres by Kabila forces 


KINSHASA (AFP) — Kin- 
shasa Tuesday denied U.N. 
accusations that the forces 
of President Laurent Kabila 
and his allies in eastern ex- 
Zaire were mainly responsi- 
ble for massacres of thou- 
sands of Rwandan refugees. 

A U.N. report, written by 
human rights investigators 
sent to probe reports of 
massacres in eastern De- 
mocratic Republic of Con- 
50 . said Mr. Kabila's forces 
had lured Hutu refugees 
into camps to be killed. 

The report is simply a 
move "to discredit us," In- 
terior Minister Mwenze 
Kongolo told AFP Saturday. 

"Everything is well-calcu- 
lated and they believe 
they've trapped us by hold- 
ing us responsible for the 
massacre of the refugees 
which we didn't carry out." 
he said. 

“The publication of this 
report is a purely political 
move that shows that the 
United Nations is not well- 
intentioned" towards the 
Kabila regime, he contin- 
ued. 

The U.N. document said 
that since a preliminary 
report issued in April, "the 
number of allegations re- 
ceived concerning massa- 


cres and mass grave sites 
has quadrupled." 

“Such crimes seem to be 
sufficiently massive and 
systematic to be characte- 
rised as crimes against hu- 
manity." 

The mission, led by Chi- 
lean human rights lawyer 
Roberto Garreton. based its 
information on witness re- 
ports. including photo- 
graphs and a video after 
being barred by Congolese 
authorities from visiting 
grave sites in May. 

“These violations of inter- 
national humanitarian law 
were committed mainly by 
ADFL, the Banyamuienge 
and their allies (68.02 per 
cent of the allegations re- 
ceived),” said the report, 
referring to Mr. Kabila’s 
former rebel alliance which 
captured Kinshasa in May. 

The report which covers 
the period from last Sep- 
tember to May, did not pro- 
vide specific figures on 
those killed by Mr. Kabila’s 
forces. But “according to 
the information received, 
several thousand people 
were killed including large 
numbers of women or chil- 
dren." 

Furthermore, “there is no 
news of some 140,000 refu- 


gees. 

The report also said that 
Zairean Armed Forces. Hu- 
tu former Rwandan govern- 
ment forces. Tutsi-led 
Rwandan forces. Burundian 
soldiers and mercenaries 
were also involved in mas- 
sacres to a lesser extent. 

One strategem used by the 
Alliance of Democratic For- 
ces for the Liberation of 
Congo/Zaire (ADFL.) was to 
“announce the arrival of hu- 
manitarian agencies so that 
refugees hiding in the forests 
and Listening to the radio will 
assemble to receive aid; they 
are then killed or disappear 
definitively." 

The report also expressed 
concern about the fact that 
neither the Tutsi Banyamu- 
ienge from eastern ex-Zaire 
and the alliance rebels nor 
the Hutu former govern- 
ment army of Rwanda took 
prisoners. 

“There is no denying that 
ethnic massacres were com- 
mitted and that the victims 
were mostly Hutus from 
Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire. 
The joint mission's prelimi- 
nary option is that some of 
these alleged massacres 
could constitute acts of 
genocide.” 

However, the report noted 


that further on-site investi- 
gations would be required 
to clarify whether the mas- 
sacres qualified as geno- 
cide. U.N. chief Kofi Annan 
last week decided to send 
his own investigation to 
Congo to probe the massa- 
cre reports, after Mr. Kabi- 
la's government refused to 
accept Mr. Garreton as the 
team leader. 

The report said that the 
alliance's eight-month de- 
nial of access to humanitar- 
ian agencies and investiga- 
tors “prompts the suspicion 
that it is a more subtle but 
no less effective tactic 
aimed at eliminating the 
Rwandan refugees." 

It noted that according to 
Mr. Kabila’s forces, “most 
of the refugees are persons 
guilty of genocide ” as mem- 
bers of the former govern- 
ment forces. 

Mr. Kongolo said Satur- 
day that Kinshasa was de- 
termined to welcome a new 
U.N. mission. “We are kee- 
ping our word. The U.N. 
must keep theirs by sending 
a new investigating team.” 
the minister said. 

More than one million 
Hutu Rwandans fled to east- 
ern Zaire during the 1994 
civil war. 



Policemen (in black shirts) rescue an elderly woman from flood water on in the south 
western Polish town of Opole after the area had been flooded with a six metre wave 
which submerged flats to the second floor. Torrential rain over the last week caused 
floods in southern Poland inundating 32500 square kilometres or one per cent of 
Poland (Reuter photo) 


Floods kill 23 in Poland, swamp cities 


WARSAW (R) — Six days 
of flooding have killed 23 
people in Poland, inundated 
thi ui sands of square kilome- 
tres including major towns 
and may have caused 
enough damage to affect the 
pending election campaign. 

There was a merciful let- 
up of rain Friday after five 
daj s of downpours. But the 
drama was far from over. 

Graphic televised images 
of some of IS. 000 suffering 
exucuces forced to quit their 
homes eclipsed even a visit 
by U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and the government 
hunted for scarce budget 
funds to help the victims re- 
build. 

“There are 365.000 hec- 
tares. or about 3.500 square 
kilometres under water, not 
exceeding one per cent of 
the whole country" Prime 
Minister Wlodzimierz Ci- 
moszeuicz said on public 
radio. 


The six-day floods had 
killed at least 23 people, a 
National Flood Crisis Com- 
mittee spokesman told 
Reuters. 

The youngest victim was 
a year-old boy whose moth- 
er drove her car into a deep 
flooded hole. She survived. 

Sun returned to the skies 
oxer southern Poland, but a 
swell of high water advanc- 
ing north along the Odra 
River swamped districts of 
Opole, with 40.000 people, 
and bore down relentlessly 
on the southwestern city of 
Wroclaw. 

Gazeta Wyborcza daily 
said officials had consid- 
ered breaching embank- 
ments below Wroclaw, floo- 
ding villages, to disperse 
some waters before they hit 
the city itself. 

The floods could hurt the 
main ruling Democratic Left 
Alliance (SLD) party of for- 
mer Communists, facing a 


close fight against rightists 
grouped round the Solidarity 
Trade Union in parliamen- 
tary elections on Sept. 21. 

Opposition critics accused 
the government of weak re- 
lief efforts, comparing them 
unfavourably with ” anti- 
flood operations in the near- 
by Czech Republic to pro- 
vide funds, rescuers and 
protection against looting 
there. 

“Unfortunately many peo- 
ple are playing politics in 
these circumstances," Mr. 
Cimoszewicz said, arguing 
that everything possible had 
been done in such unpre- 
dictable circumstances. 

The government decided 
Thursday to squeeze 500 
million zlotys ($156.2 mil- 
lion) from budget reserves 
to help a long-term recovery 
plan now being drafted to 
help rebuild" flood-hit 
homes, roads and 160 dam- 
aged bridges. 


Bangladesh flood toll reaches 36 


CHITTAGONG (R) — Floods sweeping 
large parts of Bangladesh have killed at 
least 36 people and made a quarter of a mil- 
lion others homeless, officials said 
Saturday. 

They said at least half a million people 
were marooned in their half-submeiged 
homes as the floods gripped 1 9 out of Ihe 
country's 64 administrative districts. Worst 
hit were 10 districts in the southeast, includ- 
ing Chittagong. Cox's Bazar and the Chitta- 
gong hill tracts, where all the deaths oc- 
curred. 

The victims died in landslides, house col- 
lapses and by drowning. At least 100 people 
were injured, local officials and police stud 
Saturday. Unofficial sources Saturday put 
the death toll at more than 50. A mild tre- 
mor also jolted Chittagong Port City and 
nearby areas Friday night, but its strength 
and epicentre were not know-n because the 
country’s only seismological observatory 


was closed. 

“We felt the rockings twice while the city 
was being pounded by torrential rain. They 
lasted for five or ten seconds and there was 
no report of damage." one Chittagong offi- 
cial said. 

Weather officials said the floods could 
spread further and death counts could go up 
with more rains expected in next few days. 

Heavy showers Saturday disrupted life in 
the Bangladesh capital Dhaka, a city of nine 
million people, many of whom live in 
slums. Low areas on the city's outskirts 
have been inundated, witnesses said. 

More than 50.000 people have been shifted 
to flood shelters and many more moved 10 
higher ground on their own. officials said. 

Road links between Chittagong and 
neighbouring districts, including Cox's 
Bazar, have become impassable as floodwa- 
rer washed away several small bridges and 
partly inundated highways. 


U.S. 


defence 
chief backs 
Ukraine 


reform 


KIEV (R) — U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen 
met Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma Saturday 
and. said Washington was 
ready to help the young 
East European democracy 
reform and improve its mil- 
itary. 

Mr. Cohen told reporters 
after the talks that he had 
expressed gratitude from 
the United States and 
NATO for Mr. Kuchma's 
attempts to form a free- 
market economy and for 
last year’s final transfer of 
all Soviet-era nuclear war- 
heads back to Russia from 
Ukraine. 

“We hope to help the 
Ukraine military to reform, 
to prepare itself for the 
future, and we will cooper- 
ate in every way we can to 
make that possible." Mr. 
Cohen said in response to 
questions. 

He noted that Kiev had 
made “significant cuts” in 
defence spending in recent 
years and needed to spend 
more on military moderni- 
sation. 

The secretary was not 
specific on any possible 
further aid from Washing- 
ton. Ukraine is the third lar- 
gest recipient of U.S. for- 
eign aid behind Israel and 
Egypt- 

Mr. Cohen was also hav- 
ing talks Saturday with Uk- 
rainian Defence Minister 
Olexander Kuzmuk and 
was to travel to Bulgaria 
larer in the day on the final 
leg of a week-long trip to 
improve ties with ex-Com- 
munist states. 

The Cohen-Kuchma 
meeting came only the 
days after Mr. Kuchma and 
North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganisation (NATO) leaders 
signed a new partnership 
charter at a Western al- 
liance summit meeting in * 
Madrid. 

The agreement will ac- 
cord the former Soviet re- 
public the right to call for 
consultations with NATO if 
it feds threatened from 
abroad. 

“During the 45-rainute 
meeting. 1 congratulated 
the president for signing 
the NATO-Ukraine Char- 
ter." Mr. Cohen said. “In 
addition. I praised Ukraine 
for the example it set in 
resolving longstanding is- 
sues wilh i is neighbours. 

“This is just another 
example of Ukraine’s com- 
mitment to peace and sta- 
bility in Europe 

Ukraine recently settled a 
major dispute wilh Russia 
over the Black Sea Reel 
based in Ukraine. 


Bolivian soldiers touch and observe the head of Argentine-Cuban guerrilla leader, 
Ernesto ‘Cbe’ Guevara, as he lies dead on the laundry room sink of the Vallegrande 
Hospital, placed there for the public to see after bis capture and execution by the 
army in the south Bolivian mountains, in this file photo taken on OcL 9, 1967. The 
alleged bones of Guevara and six of his followers, exhumed on July 5 in Vallegrande 
after a 19-month search for their grave, will soon be repatriated to Cuba once their 
identities are officially confirmed by a team of anthropologists assigned to the case 
(Reuter photo) 


Cuba: Che Guevara’s bones identified 


HAVANA (R) — The Cuban government 
said early Saturday that a skeleton 
unearthed from a Bolivian mass grave a 
week ago has been identified as the last 
remains of the legendary leftist guerrilla 
Ernesto “Che” Guevara. 

A government statement published by the 
ruling Communist Party newspaper Gran- 
ma said Guevara's remains, along with 
those of three Cuban guerrilla comrades un- 
earthed from the same spot by a team of La- 
tin American experts, would be returned 
"shortly" to Cuba. 

It did not indicate exactly when this might 
be. 

The Argentine-born Guevara, one of Cu- 
ba’s most revered heroes, was captured and 
shot in October 1967 while leading a small 
guerrilla uprising in the jungles of Bolivia. 

Guevara, who served as President Fidel 
Castro’s right-hand man during the rebel 
struggle that brought Mr. Castro to power in 
1959. became an icon for a generation of 
leftists around the world. 

The Granma statement, brief and solemn 
in tone, said the remains of Guevara and the 
three Cuban guerrillas would be received at 
a simple military ceremony at San Antonio 
De Los Banos Airforce Base south of 
Havana. 

It said the families of the dead guerrillas 
would attend the ceremony, along with rep- 
resentatives of the Communist Party, gov- 
ernment and grass-roots organisations. 

Guevara’s closest surviving family are his 
Cuban widow Aieida March and four chil- 
dren. Aleyda. Camilo. Celia and Ernesto. 

The statement said the guerrillas' remains 
would then be housed temporarily at the 
Armed Forces (Defence) Ministry in 
Havana. 

They would be taken to a final resting 
place in a mausoleum to be built specially 
for the purpose in the square named after 
Guevara in the central town of Santa Clara, 
the statement said. 


In October. Cubans would gather in Santa 
Clara to pay tribute to Guevara, to “his wor- 
thy life and his example," said the statement 

Santa Clara was the scene of a decisive 
battle led by Guevara during the rebel strug- 
gle to topple former dictator Fulgencio 
Batista. 

The Granma statement said that all seven 
sets of remains unearthed last week from 
the common grave near Vallegrande, a vil- 
lage 775 kilometres southeast of La Paz, 
had been identified. 

It named the guerrillas as Guevara, Cu- 
bans Alberto Fernandez Montes De Oca, 
Rene Martinez Thmayo and Orlando Panto- 
ja Tamayo, Bolivians Anicelo Reinaga and 
Simon Cuba and Peruvian Juan Pablo 
Chang. 

A Cuban forensic expert. Jorge Gonzalez, 
said late Friday he was “1,000 per cent cer- 
tain" that Guevara’s remains had been 
found. 

Mr. Gonzalez and his colleagues had sus- 
pected from the outset they had Che's bones 
after finding a handless skeleton among 
seven unearthed in the mass grave. The Bo- 
livian troops who executed Guevara cut off 
his hands. 

The return of the remains will come in a 
year that Cuba has officially tagged the 
“Year Of The 30th Anniversary Of The Fall 
Ln Battle Of The Heroic Guerrilla And His 
Comrades." 

To this day. Cuban child “pioneers" vow 
that they will “be like Che." A giant image 
of his face adorns the walls of a building 
overlooking Havana's Revolution Square, 
whose centrepiece is a memorial to inde- 
pendence hero Jose Marti. 

Bolivia began the quest for Guevara’s 
bones in December 1995, after retired 
General Mario Vargas Salinas broke two 
decades of military silence to say he could 
identify the spot where he ordered Ihe bur- 
ial of the guerrillas. The search was repeat- 
edly halted and resumed. 


2,000 

funeral 


Japanesi 


landslide 
victims 



TOKYO (AFP) 

2.000 people « 
funeral Saturday 
rims of a lands’ 
gered by 
sweeping Japan, 
rials said. 

Survivors and^re 
the victims p) 
in front of the 
temporary funeraF 
the landslide sitei 
Kagoshima pi 
southern Japao, 
cials said. £> 

“I don’t know 
press my sad 
survivor wearing 
mourning dress 
Broadcasting Corp. 

“1 don’t know why- 
mud and rocks were 
washed in that direction" 
she said through tears. 

Thousands of tonnes of 
mud and rock loosened by 
torrential rain engulfed 
homes in the area Thurs- 
day. killing at least 21 peo- 
ple and injuring 14 others. 

Rescuers found the bod- 
ies of two children Friday 
as some 1300 rescuers, 
including 340 troops, dep- 
loyed amid increased risk 
of new landslides in heavy 
rain. 

lzumi Mayor Yano Kat- 
sumi led the mourners ai 
the hall, where a dozen 
Buddhist priests recited a 
Sutra before an altar deco- 
rated with hundreds of 
white chrysanthemums. 

Also attending were Ku- 
mamoto Governor Tatsro 
Suga and National bad 
Agency Chief Kosuke ha 
who leads the investigation 
into the cause of the land- 
slide, prefecrural officials 
said. 

Another landslide in cen- 
tral Japan Thursday killed a 
56-year-old construction 
worker, while three other 
people were injured in cen- 
tral and southwestern Ja- 
pan, police said. 

Landslides occurred ai 
490 locations nationwide, 
and three bridges were 
washed out, the National 
Police Department said. 
Some 40 houses were des- 
troyed while a railway and 
two levees were also dam- 
aged. More than 1,020 hou- 
ses were flooded. 

More than 1 .000 millime- 
tres of rain had been recor- 
ded near the site of the Ka- 
goshima disasrer since 
Monday. 

The Meteorological 
Agency warned Saturday 
there could be more torren- 
tial rain in western afti 
southwestern Japan. 

An active seasonal raifi 
front, which was in central 
Japan before Saturday mor- 
ning, is expected to move 
south, causing rainfall of 
between 30 millimetres and 
50 milimetres an hour -in 
southwestern Japan toward 
Sunday, the agency said. 
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Scientists celebrate Pathfinder’s week on Mars 


PASADENA (R) — The 
Mars Pathfinder mission hit 
a fresh snag Friday, but that 
did not stop scientists from 
celebrating the first week's 
historic exploration of the 
red planet. 

Mission Manager Richard 
Cook said a miscuc in com- 
munications between Earth 
and the spacecraft caused 
the star of the show, the lit- 
tle buggy Sojourner, to re- 
main stuck up against a rock 
following Thursday’s fend- 
er-bender. 

Mr. Cook said the rover 
failed to receive its new 
instructions because mis- 
sion controllers al NASA's 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
here turned on Pathfinder's 
receiver 1 1 minutes after 
commands were sent via the 
deep space network. 

During the fender-bender 
incident, the Sojourner 
backed into the rock dubbed 
“Yogi" too fast and one of 
its rear wheels rode up onto 
the rock's surface. 

Scientists want it to drive 
away from “Yogi,” and then 
reposition itself against the 
rock and analyse it with its 
Alpha Proton X=-ray spec- 
trometer. 

Those instructions would 
be sent later Friday, said Mr. 
Cook, who called the com- 


munications glitch “a minor 
thing and nothing to worry 
about." 

“We just didn't gel as 
much accomplished as we 
would have liked. As the 
team joked on the seventh 
day we decided to rest ” Mr. 
cook said. 

Image scientists Friday 
displayed a magnificent 
three-dimensional "Monster 
Pan" — a 1 80-degree pano- 
rama of the Martian land- 
scape stretching from the 
lander to the horizon. Jour- 
nalists attending the press 
briefing wore special glass- 
es to view tire scene. 

Mr. Cook said the photo- 
graph would be topped next 
week when NASA shows 
off its Mars “Gallery Pan" a 
360-degree panoramic view 
of the Martian surface. 

The rover will finish its 
primary mission Saturday 
but Pathfinder Project Di- 
rector Tony Spear an- 
nounced that NASA had gi- 
ven the team funding to ex- 
tend the mission for one 
year. 

Geologist Larry Sodcr- 
blom of the United States 
Geological Survey said die 
Pathfinder landing site was 
a geologist's dream because 
the winds on Mars were 
scouring the red Martian 


soil, pushing it into the sub- 
surface and revealing the 
ancient Martian rocks that 
could contain evidence of 
early, primitive life. 

“The Martian sands of 
lime are being drawn back," 
he said. 

Norman Haynes, the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory's di- 
rector of Mars projects, said 
the Pathfinder team had ac- 
complished four major 
goals. 

They had proved that the 
new policy of "faster, better, 
cheaper" worked, taking 
Pathfinder to Mars and ope- 
rating it there for slightly 
less titan the allotted budget 
of $196 million, a fraction 
of the cost of previous space 
missions. 

They also proved that an 
alternative landing mecha- 
nism for Mars, giant air- 
bags, worked, they demon- 
strated that roving vehicles 
could operate on Mars — an 
essential for future manned 
exploration — and they re- 
turned a huge amount of 
scientific data that came as 
an added bonus because the 
flight was essentially an en- 
gineering exercise to prove 
that all the systems worked. 

Mr. Haynes said he ex- 
pected a manned expedition 
to Mars in the second de- 
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Rescuers cover victims killed in a 6re that raged through the 16-storey Royal JTomtien Resort Hotel in the Thai 
resort town of Pattaya Friday. The worst-ever hold lire in Thailand has killed at least 84 people including five 
Westerners, and the death toll could rise as high as 100, police said (Reuter photo) 

Thai hotel fire death toll rises to 84 


THAILAND (R) — Rescue 
workers found four more 
victims of Thailand's worst 
hotel fire in the badly-dam- 
aged Royal Jomtien Reson 
Hotel Saturday, raising the 
death toll in the tragedy to 
84. 

They said bodies of three 
hotel employees were found 
trapped inside an elevator 
forced open by rescue wor- 
kers more than a day after 
the fire broke out at the 400- 
room beachfront hotel. 

The body of a fourth emp- 
loyee was found on the third 
floor clutching a walkie- 
talkie. 

Rescue workers at the 
hotel in the resort town of 
Pattaya. about 200 kilome- 
tres southeast of Bangkok, 
said the rescue effort was 
continuing and that the 
death toll could rise. 

American Rochelle Stein 
Salmi, 49, whose dramatic 
escape from the hotel roof- 
top after being hoisted up 
from her room was broad- 
cast on television, told re- 
irs she was lucky to 
ave been able to open her 
15th floor window. 

Mrs. Salmi and her seven- 
year-old daughter Rebecca 
clambered out of their 
smoke-filled room dangling 
on safety ropes lowered by 
rescue workers who then 


porter 
have i 


hauled them up to the roof. 

“1 am the lucky one to get 
out. So many people died 
and this is terrible to look at. 
1 was at the very top floor 
and one thing that saved me 
was I could open my win- 
dow. We got fresh air from 
the ocean which blew the 
smoke away" she told re- 
porters, fighting to control 
her emotion. 

“We were lifted out by 
helicopter. I think the whole 
world saw it because my 
mother and all my relatives 
in the United States saw it ” 
she said. Police helicopters 
were able to pluck a handful 
of people from the rooftop. 

Among the dead were a 
one-month-old infant girl 
and a one-year-old boy sta- 
ying on the 11th floor. Res- 
cue workers said many vic- 
tims were burned beyond 
recognition. 

Witnesses said a young Ko- 
rean woman jumped off from 
a mid-level window to her 
death at the height of the fire. 

Police said some 70 peo- 
ple were injured, three of 
them listed in critical condi- 
tion, after a cooking gas ex- 
plosion in the hotel’s 
ground-floor cafeteria trig- 
gered the fire that spread 
quickly to its upper levels. 

“The sprinkler system did 
not work,” Mrs. Salmi said. 


“The smoke alarm did not 
work. Nobody, nobody told 
us anything. No yelling 
about fire, nothing. And that 
is not right. 1 think they 
should have done some- 
thing to let people know. 

“I think I did die right 
thing. To stay in the room 
with wet towels over our 
faces. We put wet towels 
under the door bur the smoke 
was so heavy. 1 was talking 
by the hand phone the whole 
time with my friend. 1 did 
everything I could and when 
the rescue came finally, I just 
collapsed." 

Officials of the Tourist 
Authority of Thailand said 
about five Thais, mostly 
staff of the Electricity Ge- 
nerating Authority of Thai- 
land (EGAT) which had 
been holding a seminar at 
the 16-storey hotel, were 
still listed as missing. They 
said the current death toll of 
10 foreigners, including six 
Hungarians, three Koreans 
and a Belgian, may not rise 
although one Hungarian 
was still unaccounted for. 
Rescue workers said an ear- 
lier death toll of 81 had 
included the Hungarian who 
was presumed dead but was 
officially listed as missing. 

Rescue workers said 
about 20 bodies, mostly 
Thais, were found lying in- 


side a locked exit on the se- 
cond floor of the hotel. 
They said about 30 hotel 
employees were killed 
while four of the victims 
died in hospital. They said 
most of the victims died 
from suffocation after their 
escape was blocked by 
locked exit doors. 

Rescue workers said they 
found many exits had been 
padlocked by the hotel own- 
ers, apparently to prevent 
guests from sneaking out 
without paying their bills. 

“I am overwhelmed to see 
the destruction. From my 
room, I could see the fire 
when it started and the 
flame from the second-floor 
balcony. We watched the 
whole fire from my room,” 
Mrs. Salmi said. 

Rescue workers said most 
fire engines reaching the 
hotel in the early stages of 
the fire were equipped with 
ladders that extended only 
up to the seventh storey. 

Several hundred employ- 
ees of EGAT and two pri- 
vate companies were atten- 
ding seminars at the hotel 
when the disaster started. 

Thai land's worst fire disas- 
ter was in May 1993 when a 
blaze swept through a toy 
factory in Nakhon Patbom, 
north of Bangkok, killing 
more than 200 workers. 


N. Ireland Orange Order parades after violence 


BELFAST (R) — Suspec- 
ted Republican gunmen 
shot and wounded five se- 
curity personnel and two 
teenagers overnight as Nor- 
thern Ireland’s Protestant 
Orange Order marched to 
mark the most hallowed 
date in its calendar. 

The head of Northern Ire- 
land’s biggest political 
group, the pro-British Uls- 
ter Unionist Party (UUP), 
accused the Irish Repub- 
lican Army (IRA) and its 
political arm, Sinn Fein, of 
responsibility for the vio- 
lence. 

“Jt just underlines the evil 
intent of Sinn Fein/IRA,” 
David Trimble told the Bri- 
tish Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (BBC). 

Sinn Fein, which seeks an 
end of British rule in Nor- 
thern Ireland, had cam- 
paigned for many of Satur- 
day's marches to be scrapped 
as a concession to the minor- 
ity Catholic population. 

Mr. Trimble said Sinn 
Fein and Catholics opposed 
to Protestant marches had 
failed to match a concession 


by the Orange Order Friday 
to ban four of its most con- 
tentious parades. 

The order scrapped mar- 
ches in Belfast, Newry and 
Armagh and rerouted ano- 
ther parade in Londonderry in 
a landmark decision (hat en- 
ded decades of stubborn re- 
fusal to accept objections by 
Catholics who see such de- 
monstrations as intimidation. 

On Saturday the order al- 
so called off a 'parade in 
Dunloy, SO kilometres north 
of Belfast because of a pro- 
test by 200 Catholic Natio- 
nalists and was considering 
calling off another in the 
village of BeUaghy a few 
kilometres further north. 

But elsewhere the Orange 
Order, founded by Protes- 
tants to celebrate their faith 
and loyalty to Britain, staged 
hundreds of small parades 
which were to converge into 
about 20 big marches. 

Behind pipe bands and 
drums, members of die 
80,000-strong Orange Or- 
der paraded in Belfast 
warched by Protestants who 
began lining the streets from 


early in the morning to take 
part in what is supposed to 
be a yearly family carnival. 

The Orange Order deci- 
sion to ban flashpoint pa- 
rades because of threats of 
mass Catholic demonstra- 
tions and warnings by po- 
lice had raised hopes that 
this year's “Glorious 12th of 
July” parades would pass 
off peacefully. 

But Republican gunmen 
were out on the streets late 
Friday night and injured 
three soldiers and two police 
in a carefully planned am- 
bush in North Belfast, firing 
about 20 shots at the joint 
patrol and hurling a home- 
matte explosive’ device. 

Cecil Walker, a Belfast 
member of parliament for 
the UUP, said the attack was 
a bitter disappointment after 
the Orange Order’s decision 
to cancel its contentious 
parades. 

“We were hoping tilings 
were going to be better than 
they were," he told reporters 
at the scene of the attack. 

“But there are obviously 
elements in the nationalist 


community who seem to be 
holding on to mayhem.” 

The Protestant teenagers, 
one aged 14 and the other 18, 
were wounded early Satur- 
day when gunmen, assumed 
to be Irish Republicans, 
opened fire as they attended a 
Belfast bonfire, one of hun- 
dreds which burned across 
the province until dawn. 

Security forces said a 
mortar was fired at a British 
army helicopter pad in the 
staunchly Irish nationalist 
county of Armagh on the 
border with Ireland but no- 
one was hurt. 

Saturday’s festivities com- 
memorate a 1690 Protestant 
victory over Catholic forces 
at the Battle of the Boyne 
and are a considerable irri- 
tant to Northern Ireland’s 
Catholic minority. 

A decision by police chiefs 
to allow the Orange Order to 
march along Portadown’s 
Catholic Garvaghy Road Idst 
Sunday sparked several days 
of the worst violence seen in 
Northern Ireland for many 
years. 


Slovenia tops list for 2nd wave of NATO enlargement 
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LJUBLJANA (AFP) — Slovenia tops the list of candidates 
for the next wave of NATO enlargement into Eastern 
Europe, U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright said 
here Saturday. 

But Ms. Albright pressed leaders to deepen economic and 
political reforms, upgrade their military force and taken on 
a greater role in stabilising the Balkans to ensure they will 
gain entry in the defence club. 

"While there are no guarantees... there is no .stronger can- 
didate than Slovenia for the next round,'’ Ms. Albright told 
a news conference following meetings with Foreign 
Minister Zoran Thaler. 

Leaders of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
Tuesday invited the Czech Republic, Poland and Hungary to 
join in 1999. A bid by Romania and Slovenia for member- 
ship was strongly supported by France and other NATO 
countries but Washington’s insistence that only three coun- 
tries be admitted in the first round earned (he day. 

Ms. Albright pledged U.S. support to help Slovenia take 
additional steps towards membership in NATO, saying that 


the goal of building a united Europe “encompasses 
Slovenia.” 

But she stressed that the small mountainous country must 
take greater responsibility in fostering stability in Southern 
Europe, saying that membership in NATO should not be 
viewed as “an escape hatch” from turmoil in the Balkans. 

“It is important that country take responsibility for the 
security of others just as others take responsibility for your 
security,” she said 

At the news conference, Mr. Thaler expressed his govern- 
ment’s “disappointment” with the Madrid decision but 
added that he was satisfied with the explanation he received 
from the U.S. chief diplomat “This dialogue shows that the 
Republic of Slovenia is a partner with the United States,” 
Mr. Thaler said. 

Slovenian leaders bad argued that their country could pro- 
vide NATO with a vital land corridor between Italy and 
Hungary, bolster stability in the Balkans and encourage 
Croatia, Bosnia-Heizegovina and Serbia to follow their 
example of democratic reform. 


Hun Sen forces 
Cambodian 


SOR SADAM (R) — Troops under Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen were beating back forces loyal to Cambodia's oust- 
ed co-premier in fighting in the northwest Saturday. 

Reporters with Mr. Hun Sen’s government troops said they 
were advancing along the key highway in the region border- 
ing Thailand. Route 6, exchanging rocket, mortar, artillery 
and occasional small aims fire with the retreating troops. 

Two bridges were completely destroyed along the road, 
which links the tourist town of Siem Reap, home of the 
Angkor Wat Temple complex, to the market town of Poipet 
on the Thai bonier. 

Local people said one of the bridges was destroyed by Mr. 
Hun Sen's troops to prevent opposition forces, believed to 
comprise both Khmer Rouge guerrillas and troops loyal to 
ousted Co-Prime Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh, from 
advancing on Siem Reap. 

The second, larger bridge was destroyed by opposition 
forces as they retreated. 

Advancing government troops had two tanks and several 
score of infantry and the scene was reminiscent of other bat- 
tles over decades of war in the region, with tanks advancing 
down the main road and infantry, many barefoot and carry- 
ing AK-47 and M-16 rifles, advancing through the rice pad- 
dies to either side. 

A truck- mounted multiple rocket launcher was firing in the 
afternoon, its rockets like pin-pricks of light racing towards 
opposition lines on the west side of the Plang River. 

Most of the village of Sor Sadam was deserted after fight- 
ing Friday while the village of PJang was being evacuated by 
civilians on foot and motorcycle east to Siem Reap. 

At least two more tanks, two trucks and pick-up trucks full 
of soldiers were racing towards the frontline from Siem Reap 
at 1.00 p.m. (0600 GMT). 

The fighting was not intense. 

Mr. Hun Sen, whose forces ousted the democratically 
elected Prince Ranariddh during two days of fighting in 
Phnom Penh last weekend, said Saturday that the war was 
over as his rivals could not rally people to their cause. 

Meanwhile, A senior member of Prince Ranariddh’s royal- 
ist party said Saturday be was ready to replace him as first 
prime minister. 

Toan Chay, who broke with Prince Ranariddh in April, said 
he would take the job of first prime minister if the prince’s 
FUNCINPEC party chose him. 

4 1 will be the first prime minister if they (the party) need 
me to be,” he told reporters. 

Another leading contender for the job of first prime minis- 




ter is Co-Defence Minister Tea Chamrath, who has also said 
he would lake the job if the party wished. 

Mr. Toan Chay. a former provincial governor, appealed to 
royalist party members not to flee the country and said those 
who had left had nothing to fear and should come back. 

“We (want) to make people gain hope. Do not fear, do not 
run out of the country,” he said. “Come back to align with the 
govern menL” 

Dozens of FUNCINPEC members and royalist sympathis- 
ers fled Cambodia after two days of fighting in the capital 
last weekend and the arrest and execution of a leading 
FUNCINPEC official, blamed by Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen for causing the fighting. 

Prince Ranariddh said his ouster was a coup d’etat and 
urged the international community not to recognise any 
regime emerging as a result. 

Mr. Hun Sen has denied he staged a coup and said he 
intended to keep the coalition government in place by allow- 
ing FLWCINPEC to name a new firer prime minister. He said 
he had no desire lo take the post himself. 

Mr. Hun Sen and Prince Ranariddh formed their coalition 
government after U.N. -sponsored polls in May 1993. 

Political analysts in Phnom Penh said Mr. Hun Sen would 
remain the real power in government even if a new FUNC- 
INPEC first prime minister was agreed. 

Prince Ranariddh has been trying to gather international 
support since his ouster and has warned of a return to civil 
war in Cambodia if a political solution could not tie reached. 

On Thursday, the Association of South East Asian Na-tions 
(ASEAN) suspended the planned inclusion of Cam-bodia 
into the seven-member group and said it still recognised 
Prince Ranariddh as Cambodia’s first prime minister. 

Mr. Toan Chay, speaking to reporters after a meeting with 
fellow party members, said he heard he had gained wide sup- 
port for his candidacy. 

He said the party remained united and was ready to work 
with Mr. Hun Sen. 

“We (have) got to work with him, because we are the part- 
ners in the government,” he said. 

Prince Ranariddh had been finished for some time. Mr. 
Toan Chay said, recalling his dissident party congress on 
June 1, when his faction voted to expel Prince Ranariddh as 
party leader. Mr. Toan Chay split from Prince Ranariddh in 
April because of differences over how the part)’ should be 
led 


Bosnian Serb leaders protest against NATO raid 


SARAJEVO (R) — 

Stunned Bosnian Serb lead- 
ers have protested over the 
NATO raid against Serb war 
crimes suspects but the 
United States said the action 
would help to reinvigorate 
peace efforts in Bosnia. 

Nationalist Serb leaders 
said Friday the operation 
against two suspects was an 
“irrational action" but 
stopped short of issuing 
threats against the NATO- 
led peace force. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton said the unprecedented 
raid was part of a strategy to 
shore up the fragile peace 
agreed in Dayton, Ohio in 
1995. 

“We basically believe that 
we have to make an effort to 
save the Dayton process," 
Mr. Clinton told reporters 
on Air Force One enroute to 
Denmark from Romania. 

U.S. and Western diplo- 
mats say prosecuting war 
crimes suspects is a crucial 
step in building post-war 
reconciliation and clearing 
the way for new leaders wil- 
ling to abide by the peace 
treaty. 

Mr. Clinton insisted the 
arrest of an indicted war 
criminal and the shooting of 
a second suspect in Bosnia’s 
Serb entity Thursday did 
not represent a drastic 
change in NATO’s mission. 

Balkan analysts said the 
swoop in one bold stroke 
altered the perception that 
indicted war criminals 
would never be brought to 
justice and that Nationalist 
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authorities could act with 
impunity. 

It came as a shock to the 
ruling party in Serb territory 
controlled by one of the 
most prominent suspects, 
wartime President Radovan 
Karadzic. 

The two suspects targeted 
by British soldiers in Prije- 
dor were charged in sealed 
indictments, a new tool 
employed by the U.N. War 
Crimes Tribunal. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, a se- 
nior Karadzic ally, under- 
lined the concern aroused 
by the sealed indictments. 

“We must complain about 
the existence of some sec- 
ret, private lists which are 
causing unease... There 
must be no mystery about 
such lists because that 
would cause general panic.” 
Mr. Krajisnik, told reporters. 


on 


Serbs from the northwest 
Prijedor region held a pro- 
test Friday against the oper- 
ation. Senior political and 
religious figures were ex- 
pected to attend a funeral 
for Simo Drljaca, the for- 
mer police chief who was 
shot dead in a gun battle 
with the British soldiers. 

The tribunal charged 
Drljaca for playing a key 
role in the systematic expul- 
sions and detention of Mus- 
lims and Croats in the Prije- 
dor region. 

The NATO action coincid- 
ed with a power struggle 
between Karadzic loyalists 
and Bosnian Serb President 
Biljana Plavsic, who has ac- 
cused her opponents of ram- 
pant corruption. 

Mr. Karadzic's allies said 
Mr. Plavsic had provoked a 
crisis which NATO had then 


exploited. 

Patriarch Pavle, the high- 
est authority in the Serbian 
Orthodox Christian Church, 
was scheduled to visit Bos- 
nian Serb territory Saturday 
to help mediate in the dis- 
pute. 

Russia, which has always 
displayed sympathy for the 
Orthodox Serbs, joined 
Bosnian Serb leaders in crit- 
icising the NATO operation. 

“Such cowboy raids threa- 
ten the whole Dayton peace 
process, which is in any 
case going through a diflfi-* 
cult period." the Russian 
Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement. 

U.S. And Russian soldiers 
serving in the NATO-led 
mission Friday turned back 
a crowd of Bosnian Muslim 
women who wanted to visit 
a grave site in Serb-con- 
trolled territory. 

The women were mourn- 
ing on the second anniver- 
sary of the fall of Srebre- 
nica, when conquering Serb 
forces led by General Ratko 
Mladic executed and am- 
bushed thousands of Mus- 
lim men. 

NATO and U.N. police 
monitors persuaded the wo- 
men to visit a grave site in 
Muslim-Croat Federation 
territory instead. 

This week's raid fuelled 
speculation that NATO 
might next go after the most 
prominent suspects, Mr. 
Mladic and Mr. Karadzic. 

The NATO-led force dec- 
lined to discuss the possibilty 
of more arrests in tiie future. 


AL-AHLI CAPITAL GUARANTEED INVESTMENT FUND 


GUARANTEED 


Guaranteed Capital in USD 
after three years plus minimum 
interest of 5% per annum 




TARGET 

RETURN 

Upside potential of 7% 
which represents 
0.75% above 
3 years U.S. Treasury bill 
interest rate 
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Politics beats chivalry 


SIMILAR TO the concept of separation of 
church and state, sports do better when political 
intrigue is put on the bench. Particularly, here, 
in the Middle East where the currents of Arab 
unity admittedly ebb and flow, countries should 
be capable of dispensing with their squabbles, 
past and present. Tor the sake of athletic endeav- 
ours. 

Take the Pan- Arab Games that opened in 
Beirut last night. Once again, as in Syria in 
1992, Iraqi athletes are being banned from par- 
ticipation. What is to be gained by such a mea- 
sure? Why should athletics be drawn into the 
political battlefield of states, especially when 
they all supposedly belong to one nation, as the 
case is in the Arab World? 

Since the start of sports competitions, it has 
been the athletes who have been ambassadors of 
goodwill, striving to achieve their best, but dis- 
playing game etiquette when defeated. When 
the*U.S. took the decision to boycott the Olympic 
Games in Moscow in 1980, international sports 
was at risk of suffering from an unfortunate 
precedent Fortunately the repercussions only 
went as far as the Soviet Union’s boycott of the 
games in Los Angeles four years later. But how- 
ever competitive, however overenthusiastic the 
fans, it is in sports that peoples are brought 
together to compete, to attempt new feats, and to 
applaud those of their rivals. Dragging politics 
into the arena is petty. 

Tbe threats of Gulf countries to boycott the 
Pan- Arab Games if Iraqi athletes were allowed 
to participate speaks poorly of efforts at recon- 
ciliation. While the profitability of hosting the 
event is recognised, these games in particular 
could serve a much greater purpose if the Arab 
states would put aside their differences for a few 
days. These are the games that were postponed 
by the Israeli bombardment of southern 
Lebanon last year. In fact tbe stadium where 
they w ere to be held was demolished by that sav- 
age bombardment Arab countries pledged to 
contribute to the rebuilding of the stadium; bnt 
to date, only Saudi Arabia and Kuwait and some 
Arab organisations have actually paid up. A 
show of unit}', both in making good on those 
pledges and in welcoming one and all from the 
Arab Nation to the games, would have demon- 
strated to those who would revel in the games’ 
demise that Arab harmony could be effective 
indeed. Besides. Lebanon had proudly 
announced that the games would be open to all. 
The reuegiag on that invitation goes against tbe 
grain of simple Arab hospitality. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour said the 20,000 dunums of 
state- owned land in the Jordan Valley which the state 
plans to distribute or sell at nominal price soon should 
go to the farmers and residents of the valley itself and 
not to influential people who live in Amman and know 
nothing about farming. Mohammad Daoud said that 
during a previous distribution, most of the Jand wenr to 
people who are not interested in farming and growing 
food crops, which led ro protests and created problems 
that have not yet been settled. The Jordan Valley 
Authority should not commit the same blunder again 
by giving land to people who do not concern them- 
selves with food production hut are bent on trading in 
hinds and should not deprive the local fanners of the 
chance to gain additional plots of land to expand their 
field and increase their output in the nation's interest, 
said the writer. We are in need of people to work on the 
land, not of wealthy men who live in Amman and come 
to the valley only for recreation and to pass the time 
without carrying out useful and productive work, said 
the writer. He added that ail those who were able to 
secure for themselves pieces of land through connec- 
tions and in an unorthodox manner have caused losses 
to the country since they left the land idle and unpro- 
ductive. The writer said that priority in land ownership 
should go to the local farmers who are truly dedicated 
to developing it and increasing food production. 


BAHJAT ABU Ghnrbieh, a writer for AI Majd week- 
ly. reflected on the Jordanian opposition parties and 
their political programmes, urging them to unite their 
forces in the face of the executive authority. He said 
that the National Consitucional Party is backed by the 
government and it is naturally trying to respond 
favourably to the government's policies, but the oppo- 
sition parties should express the masses’ views, which 
conflict with those of the government. Unless the 
opposition parties unify their stand and adopt an inte- 
grated programme vis-a-vis the government; and if 
they fail to come up with plans to deal with the gov- 
ernment-backed National Constitutional Party, they 
will be isolated and lose any credibility they might 
have won for themselves,' warned the writer. In order to 
win the masses' support he said, the opposition groups 
ought to crystallise and publish a unified programme 
for combating poverty and unemployment demand 
that Jordan cancel the peace treaty 1 with Israel, stop 
normalisation with the Jewish state, demand that con- 
stitutional amendments be introduced to give real inde- 
pendence to the three state authorities and undertake 
measures to win nationwide support from the masses 
so that opposition parties' members can be elected in 
Parliament where they can confront the government's 
me asures that consecrate foreign domination of Jordan. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Jordanian funds abroad are far less than 


estimated, should not hinder financial aid 


COMMENTATORS DIFFER on their estimates of the 
volume of Jordanian funds based abroad. What is meant 
here is of course deposits in banks of foreign countries, 
because other forms of investments, such as real estate 
and securities, are usually long term, immobile and very 
difficult to trace and evaluate. 

Declared deposits registered in the names of persons 
with Jordanian passports should not remain subject to 
sporadic, arbitrary "guesstimates”, simply because they 
are determined and published monthly for all countries 
of the world in tbe International Financial Statistics 
(EPS), issued regularly by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). The latest published figure for cross-bor- 
der bank deposits of Jordanians is around $2 billion 
only, not the exaggerated estimates of three to ten bil- 
lion. 

The main purpose of inflating the figures of funds 
held by Jordanians in foreign countries is to give an 
excuse for failure to support Jordan financially. No 
wonder that the figure of $6 billion was suggested two 
years ago by the American ambassador to Jordan in the 
course of his answering a question about the near 
absence of American foreign aid to Jordan after signing 
the peace treaty with Israel. 

Commentators do not only differ regarding the size of 
the private Jordanian funds abroad, they also differ on 
the reasons which motivate die owners of those funds to 
shift them outside tbe country in what is called capital 
flight They differ as well on the means by which such 
expatriated funds could be repatriated. These differ- 
ences were evident in an article written by the young 
journalist Mohammad Kheir Farah in the Al Dustour 
issue of July 7, 1997, and where he quoted three mem- 
bers of the economic ream of the present government 

After the argument above, based on published inter- 
national statistics to the effect that Jordanian private 


funds invested abroad are much less than claimed, I 
advance my second argument that the bulk of such 
funds does not originate in Jordan. 

As it is well known, some 300,000 Jordanians are 
working abroad, either in Gulf states in Europe or else- 
where. These expatriates hold Jordanian passports. 
They are accompanied by some 500,000 family mem- 
bers, bringing the total to about 800,000, or almost one 
fifth of tbe population living in Jordan. 

Most of those Jordanian expatriates maintain accounts 
abroad, as was evidenced by the Jordanian returnees 
from Kuwait in 1990/1991. Tbe returnees continued to 
withdraw hundred of millions of dollars from their bal- 
ances abroad until mid- 1993. They created a temporary 
prosperity in the market which came to an end in 1993, 
leaving a sort of relative economic slowdown some 
Jordanians call economic recession. 

On the other hand, one should take into account that 
tbe majority of the Palestinian population in the West 
Bank holds either temporary or permanent Jordanian 
passports which they use when they open accounts 
abroad. Such funds are unrelated to Jordan, yet they 
appear on paper as Jordanian funds. 

To sum things up, I claim that the funds owned by 
Jordanian private citizens abroad are much less than 
estimated and that the bulk of those funds does not orig- 
inate in the Jordanian economy. They were produced 
and are owned by expatriates or Palestinians of the West 
Bank, and the repatriation of such funds, if not impos- 
sible, could be extremely difficult because Jordanian 
banks have to compete with European and American 
banks in attracting the deposits of non-residents. 

Unlike capital flight in other countries, Jordanian 
funds abroad should not be taken into account when 
considering the resources available for investment with- 
in the country or used to repay debt. 


‘The first wave of new NATO members 
may remain the only wave for quite a while ’ 


By Gwynne Dyer 


IT WAS crude, but it was 
true. An open radio mike 
caught Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien at 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation summit in 
Madrid denouncing the 
way that U.S. domestic pol- 
itics distorted the choice of 
new members. President 
Clinton couldn’t afford 
more than three ex- 
Communist countries to 
join NATO because of the 
way that American legisla- 
tors "sell their votes". 

“You want me to vote on 
NATO?" he asked, pretend- 
ing to be a U.S. senator. 
“Then you have to build me 
a bridge in my constituen- 
cy," he said to Belgian 
Prime Minister Jean-Luc 
Dehaene — and added that 
“in your country and my 
country all the politicians 
would be in jail" if they 
behaved like that 

A laughing Dehaene 
replied that the reason only 
Poland, the Czech Republic 
and Hungary were invited 
to join NATO at this time 
was because there were 
large Polish, Czech and 
Hungarian immigrant com- 
munities in the United 
States. He had told the dis- 
appointed Romanians, he 
said, that if they wanted 
their application to be 
accepted next time, they 
should send more immi- 
grants to America, 

And that is how business 
is really conducted at the 
solemn conclaves of those 
who rule us. The only sur- 
prise is that Chretien and 
Dehaene forgot there were 
microphones around — or 
maybe they were so 
annoyed al Clinton's chron- 
ic lateness (he kept his col- 
leagues waiting 20 minutes, 
half an hour or more at 
every event) that they were 
seduced into one of those 
accidental-on -purpose 
“blunders" that let you vent 
your true feelings. 

No matter. The Madrid 
summit was one more 
demonstration that NATO 
is an alliance of one super- 
power and fifteen smaller 
countries. If three new 
members is ail that Clinton 
can get through the U.S. 
Senate (which must ratify 
the expansion by a two- 
thirds majority), then three . 
new members is all the 
alliance will have, at least 
for now. 

All this should not dis- 
guise the fact that some- 
thing very important is hap- 
pening in Europe. Two 
years from now, when the 
NATO formally absorbs the 
three new members who 
were invited to join in 
Madrid last week, the 
alliance’s eastern frontiers 
wifi be close to where the 
eastern borders of the 
“Central Powers" — 


Germany and the Austro- 
Hungarian empire — ran in 
1914. What has been recre- 
ated in Madrid is Central 
Europe. 

For half a century after 
1945, when the Yalta pact 
divided Europe down the 
middle, there was only 
“Western Europe’’ (the U.S. 
zone of influence) and 
“Eastern Europe” (the 
Soviet zone of control). But 
that .did not reflect the eco- 
nomic cultural and histori- 
cal reality, and it has not 
long survived the collapse 
of Soviet power. 

The other lost distinction 
that is now visible once 
more is the profound gulf 
between Central Europe 
and the Balkans. France, 
Canada, Italy and six other 
countries backed the admis- 
sion of Slovenia and 
Romania as well as the cho- 
sen three, but nobody sug- 
gested bringing in Serbia, 
or Albania, or Bulgaria. The 
Balkans is a different 
world, where tyranny still 
clings on and gun-rule and 
ethnic violence are endem- 


ic. 


That much is understand- 
able, but Washington even 
vetoed Romania and 
Slovenia, countries with 
sound democratic creden- 
tials and more professional 
military forces than either 
Hungary or the Czech 
Republic (where the army 
has more colonels than pri- 
vates). And neither the U.S. 
nor anybody else wanted to 
deal with the question of 
NATO membership for 
Lithuania. Latvia and 
Estonia, though all three 
Baltic states certainly qual- 
ify for NATO membership 
in political and economic 
terms. 


policy in tbe entire post- 
cold war era.” Just two 
weeks ago, 46 ex-senators 
and other senior members 
of the U.S. foreign policy 
establishment ^ wrote 
Clinton an open letter 
warning that NATO 
enlargement would under- 
mine the Democrats who 
now rule Russia. 

Beyond the parochial 
question of which former 
Communist countries have 
large enough immigrant 
lobbies in the U.S. to com- 
mand NATO membership, 
that is the real question. 
Will NATO expansion real- 
ly make the Russians do 
something we will all 
regret? 

Russian politicians have 
to take a strong stand 
domestically against 
NATO’s expansion, which 
brings NATO forces 500 
km closer to their own bor- 
der. “The first lesson of 
diplomacy is that you don’t 
allow tanks to move 
towards you,” said Gregor 
Yavlinsky, co-leader of the 
Yabloko group, “even if the 
tanks are dressed up in pink 
with dancing girls on top. I 
am a Western-oriented 
politician, but how could I 
explain this to people?" 

But it is largely a symbol- 
ic issue, since no serious 
person thinks that NATO is 
planning to attack Russia. 
And it has been solved., at 
least for the moment, by 
mostly symbolic means. 

At an American- Russian 
summit jn Paris on May 27, 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin gradgingly accepted 
NATO’s expansion in 
return for a Russia-NATO 
Permanent Joint Council 
that meets every month, 
Russian membership in the 


“The Madrid summit was one more 
demonstration that NATO is an alliance 
of one superpower and fifteen smaller 
countries . If three new* members is all 
that Clinton can get through the U.S. 
Senate (which must ratify the expansion 
by a two-thirds majority), then three new 
members is aU the alliance will have, at 
least for now.” 


The White House’s politi- 
cal judgement is that it will 
be hard enough getting 
NATO expansion through 
the Senate with just three 
new members — and it’s 
probably right, because 
opposition to NATO expan- 
sion in the U.S. elite circles 
is building fast. 

Four months ago George 
Kennan, the diplomat 
whose advice shaped 
America’s basic cold war 
strategy of "containment”, 
warned that “expanding 
NATO would be the most 
fateful error of American 


“Group of Seven" major 
industrialised countries 
(now the “G-8"). and a bet- 
ter deal on conventional 
force limits in Europe. 

But why risk annoying 
the Russians at all, when 
nobody believes that 
Moscow wants to or could 
attack westwards anyway? 
What’s the point in bring- 
ing these new countries into 
an alliance whose cold war 
job of defending against the 
Soviet threat ended some 
years ago? 

Perhaps it is a mistake, 
but so far it is not causing 


truly major problems in 
Russia, and it does have 
two huge hidden advan- 
tages . The NATO guarantee 
frees Moscow's former 
Warsaw Pact satellites from 
the need to form destabilis- 
ing secret alliances among 
themselves in order to con- 
tain possible Russian mili- 
tary pressures in the future. 
And it forces them to settle 
their own quarrels, in order 
to be eligible for member- 
ship. 

NATO, whose existing 
members are all pledged to 
defend any NATO ally that 
is attacked, does not want 
new members to bring bor- 
der disputes in with them. 
The result is that candidates 
are being forced to settle: 
last September, for exam- 
ple, long-standing rivals 
Romania and Hungary 
signed a pact ending their 
border disputes and guaran- 
teeing the rights of 
Romania’s Hungarian 
minority. 

A similar dispute about 
borders and minorities 
between Hungary and 
Slovakia was settled last 
year, and the hope is that 
even the future prospect of 
NATO membership will 
induce other Eastern coun- 
tries to do the same. The 
unspoken analogy in every- 
body’s minds is Greece and 
Turkey, who would certain- 
ly have -gone to war at least 
once in the past thirty years 
if they were not both NATO 
members. 

After the summit. 
President Clinton, 

Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen fanned out across 
Central and Eastern Europe 
to welcome the new mem- 
bers and offer the rejected 
candidates hope of future 
acceptance. They all said, 
in not quite so many words, 
that the next wave of invita- 
tions would go out at 
NATO's 50th anniversary 
summit in April 1999. But 
that is not the sort of 
promise that has to be kept. 

A braising ratification 
battle in the U.S. Senate 
could use up so much of 
Clinton's political credit 
that further expansion 
became impossible. The 
cost of the present expan- 
sion could get out of con- 
trol and doom the whole 
project: estimates range 
from $29-$35 billion (the 
White House) to $100-$200 
billion (the U.S. Congress 
budget office) over the next 
dozen years, though the 
new members are expected 
to cover most of this them- 
selves. 

Above all, opening up a 
political can of worms is 
not the sort of thing you do 
in an election year. And the 
"first wave” of new NATO 
members may remain the 
only wave for quite a while. 


Defactonomics 


No justification for 
Spam’s veto of 
Jordan-EU partnership 


By Dr. Tayseer 
Abdel Jaber 


AFTER TWO years of 
negotiations with (he 
European Union (EU), 
the association agreement 
with Jordan was initialed 
last April. The final sign- 
ing of the agreement and 
its ratification by Jordan 
and every individual 
country of the 15 mem- 
bers of the EU will take 
time, but it is only a for- 
.mality. In any case, it is 
expected that the agree- 
ment will come in force 
as of January 1999- 
However, this process 
has been disrupted by 
Spain’s veto of the EU 
agreement with Jotdan. 
The veto was based on the 
Spaniards’ fear of the 
competition that 

Jordanian exports of 
tomato paste to the EU 
might pose to its own 
exports. A look at the fig- 
ures indicates that this 
fear is not justified at all; 
it also illustrates how pro- 
tective the European agri- 
cultural policy is and how 
it contradicts with the 
trade liberalisation 
process which tbe EU is 
promoting so chat a free 
trade area can be 
achieved by the year 2010 
in the Euro- 
Mediterranean region. 

Jordan's total exports to 
the EU amounted to JD 
86.2 million in 1996. This 
includes all kinds of com- 
modity exports. It repre- 
sents a small percentage 
of Jordan's exports: only 
eight per cent. 

Our exports of toma- 
toes, including tomato 
paste, to all EU countries 
were limited to less than 
JD 3 million, a negligible 
amount of the European 
imports and consumption 
of the product. 

After intensive negotia- 
tions, a quota of 3,000 
tonnes of tomato paste 
exports from Jordan was 
agreed upon, to which 
Spain is surprisingly 
objecting. 

In accordance with the 


non-; 


association 
Jordan is obliged 
remove all tariff and 
tariff barriers on 
imports of indosttiaF 
products from the 
over a period of 12 
Though Jordan’s 
is relatively small, ns 
imports from the EU are 
ten times its exports, and 
they account for 35 per 
cent of Jordan’s total 
imports. Under tbe agree- 
ment, Jordan will lose 
customs revenues and 
some of its industries will 
not be able to survive 
European competition. 
Trade diversion is also 
expected to be in favour 
of imports from the EU. 
Given this situation, the 
EU should have been 
more generous and con- 
sistent regarding liberali- 
sation of its imparts of 

countries, and Jordan, 
will develop a competi- 
tive edge. 

Spain’s position does 
not only underline the 
ElFs contradictory policy 
of trade liberalisation it 
also will discourage other 
Mediterranean countries 
from negotiate ang and 
concluding similar agree- 
ments. It is well known 
that Egypt has faced an 
example of protectionism 
against its potato exports 
to Europe. Negotiations 
with Algeria, Syria and 
Lebanon are still in their 
early stages and could be 
adversely affected by die 
Spanish veto on 
Jordanian tomato paste. 

Finally, the Spanish 
veto comes at a time 
when our bilateral rela- 
tions are at their best 
Cooperation between the 
two countries is cherished 
by both their leaderships 
and peoples. I only hope 
that the veto will be dealt 
with expeditiously, as an 
internal European matter; 
and will not be left to 
block a stronger coopera- 
tion and partenariat that is 
stipulated in the 
Barcelona Declaration. 
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LETTERS 


Check and balances vital 


To the Editor: 


I HESITATED before writing this note because I come 
from a family of doctors and felt reluctant to cast doubt 
over this sacred profession. 

However, having lived for more than one year watch- 
ing my sister go through a miserable time, in confusion 
and uncertainty, due to shortcomings and negligence oo 
the part of the system that protected and insulates our 
doctors and hospitals from public retribution, 1 felt 1 
had to write the follo'wing: 

A few weeks ago, letters in the Jordan Times con- 
cerning a patient who seemed to have been subjected to 
the same system which failed dismally made me even 
more determined to call for some thin g serious to be 
done to make our doctors and hospitals accountable. 

My sister had a minor accident last year, which result- 
ed in a fracture of the femur bone. Subsequently she 
was taken to a hospital and an operation was recom- 
mended by a number of specialists. 

The journey of errors began soon afterwards, with the 
specialist ordering her transfer to a specific hospital 
because "it had tire equipment necessary for the opera- 


tion. 


The move itself was apparently dangerous enough to 
induce clotting and the equipment that was supposed to 
be necessary for the operation was not available. 

.A few days after being discharged, the wound began 
to ooze and subsequent testing showed serious bacteri- 
al contamination which was traced to tbe operating the- 
atre. (We discovered later this was not the first case). 

Three months later, and after very inconvenient, 
intravenous antibiotic treatment, we went to England 
for tests which showed that the bacteria produced a 
bone defect. To date, we are all traumatised by this sit- 
uation and still treating tbe mistake and the nonchalant 
attitude of our hospitals management. 

My sister is still seeking major medical solutions at a 
huge cost to overcome the existing defect, I am not 
writing to complain, but something has to be done for 
the sake of our present and future health care system. 

If we were in a developed country, a simple court case 
would have yielded results very quickly and many 
checks and balances would have been introduced to 
avoid recurrence. 


I hereby call on the profession to introduce a system 
of inquiry into and penalties for negligence and for 
obvious shortcomings, as well as to implement a sound 
hospital management system. I would like to underfiw 
that if such a system is not in place and does not oper- 
ate real soon, one will be imposed upon us, as has been 
the case in Europe and the U.S. 
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Wobbling world body gets a smack in the mouthpiece 



By Elvi Routtinen 
and Daniel Nelson 

A BATTLE is brewing 
over United Nations public 
information work — with 

cost-cutting likely to take 
precedence over effective- 
ness. 

The United States is lead- 
ing the charge for cutbacks 
in the 67 information cen- 
tres which the world body 
maintains and which take a 
significant portion of the 


$137 million annual bud- 
get at the U.N.'s Depart- 
ment of Public Information 
(DPI). 

Washington's case is 
helped by some of these 
offices' lack of focus and 
impact. 

The U.S. suggests that 
many of them could be 
integrated with the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP), or what- 
ever is the dominant U.N. 
body in a particular coun- 


try. That might save money 
but would not solve the 
problem of the Uhl.’s poor 
information performance. 

The media-unfriendly 
UNDP does achieve pub- 
licity for its annual Human 
Development Report. But 
this is partly because the 
document ranks countries 
in a quality-of-life “league 
table" — a journalistically 
attractive device. The rest 
of its information output 
sinks without trace. 

Other U.N. agencies are 
as bad, or worse. Some cul- 
tivate a culture of secrecy. 
A majority have no idea 
how to generate publicity 
and remain virtually 
unknown. Ironically, one 
of the worst in terms of 
presentation is the U.N. 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), committed to 
the promotion of literacy, 
learning, culture and the 
media — but renowned for 
the leadenness of its press 


releases. 

Throughout the U.N. sys- 
tem, only the U.N. Chil- 
dren's Fund has managed 
consistently to attract 
media attention. 

Envious critics within the 
U.N . atte mpt to play down 
UNICEF’s information 
achievements by saying 
that h is easy to “sell” the 
notion of helping babies. 
But while children provide 
an emotive topic for 
reporters, the agency's suc- 
cess really stems from a 
concerted strategy of 
courting individual jour- 
nalists and die media as a 
whole. 

The DPI itself distributes 
much information in the 
form of pamphlets, books, 
films and radio pro- 
grammes, and has to work 
in the U.N.’s six official ' 
languages. 

It also has to commemo- j 
rate the numerous special 
days and years — to pro- 
mote issues such as human 


Culture clash: Foreign parents, 
American child rearing 


By Mirta Ojito 

SOPHISTICATED NEW 
Yorkers don’t slow down 
at the sight of a headless 
chicken on die steps of 
the Bronx courthouse. 
They pretend not to 
notice when a taxi driver 
crosses himself passing a 
church. And they have 
learned to live with dense 
accents, impolite shop- 
keepers, loud music and 
the strong smell of curry. 

But there are limits to 
how for New Yorkers are 
willing to go in the name 
of cultural sensitivity. 
That limit was recently 
tested in three cases 
involving children and 
their foreign parents. 

In April, a Russian cou- 
ple left their 4-year-old 
daughter home along and 
went out dancing. Last' 
May, a Danish tourist left 
her 14-month-old daugh- 
ter outside a restaurant 
while she ate inside. In 
June, a Russian emigre 
left her 7-year-old son to 
play in a park while she 
went to work. 

The parents all told the 
police they were only 
doing what is the norm 
back home. Their lawyers 
claimed theirs were not 
criminal cases but inci- 
dents of cultural differ- 
ences and that under- 
standing, not punishment, 
was required. New York- 
ers were unmoved. Here, 
they answered, we call 
that kind of behaviour 
child endangermenL And 
it’s illegal. 

Perhaps American chil- 
dren are spoiled (studies 
certainly show that). Per- 
haps their parents are 
overprotective, even para- 
noid. But when a child’s 
welfare is in jeopardy, 
they quickly respond. 
New York City in particu- 
lar turns into a small town 
and reacts with a 
vengeance against parents 
who behave badly. In 
each of the three New 


By Jeffrey Ulbrich 

The Associated Press 

VILVOORDE, Belgium 
— Renault’s sudden deci- 
sion to shut its car factory 
in this nondescript Brus- 
sels suburb and throw 
3,100 people out of work 
sent a shock wave across 
Europe. If a profitable 
Belgian plant can be 
closed, is anybody’s job 
safe? 

Germany, the economic 
locomotive of Western 
Europe, is r unnin g out of 
steam, and even Bonn 
may have trouble meeting 
the fiscal standards for 
participating in the Euro- 
pean Union’s single cur- 
rency in two years. 

Italy, with one of the fat- 
test economies on the con- 


York cases the parents 
were arrested and their 
children placed in foster 
care. 

Whether the defence of 
cultural differences is 
legitimate or not, it is 
irrelevant, social workers 
say. Yet today more and 
more parents are claiming 
such differences when 
faced with accusations of 
child neglect or abuse. 

Different strokes 

New York City is not 
atypical. In Lincoln, Neb., 
Iraqi-born parents were 
charged with child abuse 
after they married their 
teenage daughters (13 and 
14) to grown men. The 
parents said they were 
following tradition. In 
Miami, Jorge Arevalo, a 
Peruvian, had to prove to 
social workers that he was 
a fit father after a woman 
in a parking lot com- 
plained that he had 
grabbed his screaming 5- 
y ear-old by the neck. 

‘It’s amazing the things 
we don’t know about this 
country,” Mr. Arevalo 
said. “I learned that in this 
country anybody can call 
the police if they see you 
pulling your son’s ear.” 

Social workers say 


ferences, a highly charged 
term in these political 
correct times. 

Social workers are 
trained to be sensitive to 
these idiosyncrasies, but 
not permissive. A child 
who is found to be at risk 
is put io foster care while 
the parents are investigat- 
ed, regardless of their 
claims, said Dr. Marce- 
line Watler, director of 
community education 
with tiie Administration 
for Children's Services. 

“Cultural differences 
are beautiful, but bey 
have nothing to do with 
the law,* 1, ‘site ’said “We 
can’t possibly have a set 
of laws for Americans, a 
set of laws for immigrants 
and then a set of laws for 
tourists.” 

Mrs. Waller often 
encounters parents who 
simply do not understand 
what abuse is. They say 
they should be able to rear 
their children as they 
were reared, she said. 
They also invoke then- 
new American rights. 
They ask: Isn't this the 
land of the free? Why is 
the government meddling 
in my private affairs? 
Social workers must 
explain the difference 
between discipline and 


“It’s amazing the things we don’t 
know about this country \ .../ 

learned that in this country any- 
body can call the police if they see 
you pulling your son ’s ear, ” 


Americans also beat their 
children, send them to 
bed hungry or cleanse 
them in religious rites that 
are frightening and some- 
times dangerous. But for- 
eign-bom parents pose a 
tougher challenge 

because they can plead 
ignorance or cultural dif- 


punishment, and that hit- 
ting, in public or private, 
is unacceptable. 

Children dominate 

But sociologists argue 
that cultural differences 
are real and should be 
considered when apply- 


ing the law. Child protec- 
tive agencies, they say, 
sometimes rigidly react to 
immigrants and tourists 
who are not necessarily 
abusive. 

Julia Wrigley, a profes- 
sor of sociology at the 
graduate centre of the 
City University of New 
York and the author of 
“Other People’s Chil- 
dren” (Basic Books, 
1995), found that foreign- 
ers are often surprised at 
how sheltered American 
children are. Preoccupied 
with their children's emo- 
tional and intellectual 
development, Americans 
are overly 'attentive. 

“Our children dominate 
the household, the dinner 
table chatter,” Mrs. 
Wrigley said. “But people 
from other cultures don’t 
encourage high-demand 
children. Their children 
tend to be much more 
independent Those from 
Western countries espe- 
cially, are not accustomed 
to what they see as our 
paranoia with children.” 

In many places in 
Europe, children go out to 
play by themselves, she 
said, because of a basic 
trust among adults, how- 
ever. naive, that nobody 
would want to harm a 
child. They also live in 
societies that are safer, 
more community oriented 
than America. People new 
to this country should 
adapt Mrs. Wrigley said, 
but separating a mother 
from a child for a small 
cultural transgression is 
extreme. 

Social workers agree 
that education, not pun- 
ishment, is the best way 
to adapt to America’s atti- 
tudes. But if a child’s life 
is at stake, emergency 
measures are required, 
Mrs. Watler said The par- 
ents will have to learn the 
hard way. 

The New York Times 


rights, the indigenous and 
the disabled — which the 
U.N. often declares with 
little warning. 

Besides general cuts, 
Washington wants the 
elimination of the DPI's 
“burden of unfunded man- 
dates,” such as the Pales- 
tinian Rights Unit, which 
arranges seminars and 
trains Palestinian journal- 
ists in modern communica- 
tions technologies. 

The proposed DPI 
restructuring forms part of 
broader plans for U.N. 
reform — the first of which 
is due to be announced by 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan on July 16. This is 
being awaited in an atmos- 
phere of some tension and 
suspicion. 

The trouble is that 
momentum for reform 
stems mainly from indus- 
trialised countries’ 

demands for U.N. cuts and 
greater coordination, with 
developing countries 


adopting the role of pre- 
serves of the true faith. 
Instead of a strategic, long- 
term rethink of U.N. activ- 
ities, (he result is a sterile 
stand-off between cutters 
and defenders of the status 
quo at the struggling world 
body. 

In practice, this means 
most member states wait 
for Washington's sugges- 
tions and then react. 

Thus, the U.N.'s Infor- 
mation Committee, on 
which 89 countries are rep- 
resented. this year delayed 
part of its deliberations 
until September to give 
itself time to study and 
respond to Annan's recom- 
mendations. The move was 
made. Pakistan’s represen- 
tative on the committee. 
Salman Abbasy, told Gem- 
ini News Service, because 
“some members smelt a 
rat” about the direction the 
reforms might take. 

Many of the Group of 77 
— which now consists of 


129 developing countries, 
although it is referred to by 
the number of its founder 
members 31 years ago — 
feared that the secretary- 
general's proposals would 
be railroaded through with- 
out proper consideration 
by the General Assembly, 
on the grounds of lack of 
time. “In the view of the 
Latin American and 
Caribbean countries,” said 
a group spokesman, “the 
September session should 
not be merely a fait accom- 
pli... The secretary-gener- 
al’s proposals are not deci- 
sions. and many countries 
wish to express their views 
on them.” 

Some comminee mem- 
bers see ulterior forces at 
work in Annan's appoint- 
ment of an information 
task force, chaired by Mark 
Malloch Brown, the World 
Bank's vice-president for 
external affairs. 

When Brown went to 
brief the committee on the 


group’s work, members 
refused to see him for three 
hours while the assistant 
secretary-general for pub- 
lic information. Samir San- 
bar. tried to calm the 
waters: No. the task force 
was not usurping the com- 
mittee’s authority: yes, it 

was meant to provide use- 
ful information for the sec- 
retary-general’s report. 

Ruffled feathers aside, it 
is clear the committee and 
the General Assembly will 
have to make serious deci- 
sions this year about what 
the U.S. calls “reorienta- 
tion of the U.N. informa- 
tion activities.” The ques- 
tion is whether the exercise 
will simply be designed to 
cul costs or whether it will 
address the serious ques- 
tions of what U.N. infor- 
mation is supposed to 
achieve and how the job 
should best be done. 

Gemini Nchs Sen’ice 


Do voters know 
where their children are? 


By Michael Wines 

WASHINGTON — Ameri- 
ca tried laissez-faire parent- 
ing, and sensibly declared it 
a bust. Modem child-rear- 
ing dn grna states that kids 
must learn they alone are 
responsible for their actions 
— not society, not school, 
not the “everybody” who is 
always doing whatever fool 
thing one’s son or daughter 
wants to do today, like 
navel-piercing or exposing 
one’s designer underwear 
or car-jacking. Personal 
responsibility has launched 
a thousand trade paper- 
backs and boosted the 
careers of an army of child- 
behaviour gums: Bill Ben- 
nett (“The Book of Virtues.” 
featuring young George 
Washington and his cherry 
tree); Barbara Coloroso 
(“Kids Are Worth It!” exco- 
riating "jellyfish parents” 
who rescue kids from their 
mistakes); Robert Coles 
(“The Moral Intelligence of 
Children”, bemoaning teens 
who do drugs because their 
friends do). 

“From early on, we have 
to emphasise that your 
friends will not provide you 
with an excuse for doing 
something wrong and dial 
we’ll never accept that 
excuse,” Dr. Sylvia Rimm 
(“Dr. Rimm’s Smart Parent- 
ing”) said in a telephone 
chat that other day. Other- 
wise, she said, the little 
brats will carry their blame- 
shifting habits into adult- 
hood. 

And then move to Wash- 
ington. 

Far be it from Dr. Rimm 
to pass judgement on the 
rectitude or ideologies of 
the nation’s leaders, now 
enmeshed in campaign- 
spending scandals that have 
soiled both the speaker of 
the House and the presi- 
dent On the other hand, she 
and a couchful of other 
child-development gurus 
interviewed last week are 
among the world's leading 


experts on pre-adolescent 
behaviour. 

Taking responsibility 

In that capacity, they have 
listened to their leaders' 
explanations of bow they 
got into this mess, and mea- 
sured it against their stan- 
dards for your average two- 
child-and-a-dog family. 
Their advice to Republicans 
and Democrats alik e: Go ro 
your rooms. 

“Basically, the real issue 
for kids as well as adults is 
to say, 'Well. I did some- 
thing wrong’,” said Dr. 
Stanley Elkind (“All Grown 
Up and No Place to Go”), a 
child development expert at 
Ttifts. “One of the things 
about being grown up is 
taking responsibility for 
your behaviour. And this is 
one of the things they’re not 
doing." 

True, Mr. Clinton said 
recently that he takes “per- 
sonal responsibility” for 
White House coffees with 
donors. And Mr. Gingrich 
admitted he had violated 
House rules and agreed to 
pay a $300,000 fine. 

But Ms. Coloroso writes 
that children should “take 
ownership” of misdeeds by 
admitting error and making 
amends. Mr. Clinton, by 
contrast, is defiant: 
although he railed in 1992 
against “cliques of 
$100,000 donors” who 
bought access to the White 
House, he has argued that 
White House sleepovers 
with even bigger donors 
were perfectly legal hospi- 
tality. And he said it was all 
necessary to beat the 
Republicans, whose even 
greedier fund-raising would 
otherwise have “buried" 
him. Vice President A1 Gore 
also side-stepped blame for 
using White House phones 
to hit up donors. Nobody’s 
been jailed for that, he said, 
in effect, so it mast be legal. 
And anyway. I’ve stopped. 


The wrong playground 

And Mr. Gingrich? He 
later dismissed his viola- 
tions as “technical, saying 
lots of politicians run tax- 
exempt foundations. And be 
said his fine was not a 
penalty, but repayment of 
money the House spent 
investigating him . 

To some of the experts, 
this is all too much like the 
16-year-old who misses 
curfew by three hours, 
blames his tardiness on 
heavy traffic and says all his 
friends stay out even later 
anyway. Ms. Coloroso put it 
this way: “Tt wasn’t my 
fault; he made me do it.* 
This is what happens when 
we don’t discipline children 
at a very young age, as 
opposed to rescuing them 
from their mistakes. It’s a 
cycle of evading responsi- 
bility” 

Dr. Coles, the world- 
famous Harvard psychia- 
trist, put it a bit differently. 
“It’s sort of like an anarchic 
playground," he said, “one 
of those unfortunate play- 
grounds of a kind that 
maybe some people even 
sought after in the '60s, in 
which there were no rules 
and each kid was allowed to 
do what he or she wanted." 

He dissolved in giggles. 
“The teachers have all gone 
home. If this were a school. 
I'd be laughing and worried 
at the same time. I'd call the 
police, but there are no 
police to be called in, 
because they've all been 
bought off.” 

Indeed, if politicians were 
real children, the parenting 
experts would be nearly 
unanimous in their view of 
how the youngsters should 
be dealt with. “There are 
things we don't do, not 
because 'it’s against the 
law,' 'it's against my reli- 
gion.' or ‘we might get 
caught,’ but simply because 
we have internalised certain 
no’s into our own moral 
backbone" Ms. Coloroso 


Life in Europe is great — if you have a job 


tinent, seems to be sliding 
out of the 15-nation Euro- 
pean Union altogether, 
victim of a runaway social 
system that consumes 
money by the truckload. 

Make no mistake, life is 
still good. Fifty years of 
peace and cooperation 
have paid off. The wine is 
wonderful. Fashion flour- 
ishes. There is a car in 
every garage. Stores are 
richly stocked. The road 
and rail systems are great. 
Fine food is abundant 

Things have never been 
better — if you have a job. 

Unemployment in the 
EU averages 10.8 per cent 
— more than double the 
U.S. rate — and ranges as 
high as 21.6 per cent in 
Spain, leaving many 
Europeans fearful for the 


security and well being of 
their families. s- 

Jobs are clearly the 
biggest concern across the 
continent, but not the only 
one. Some folks worry 
that swarthy foreigners 
are flooding their coun- 
tries, not only taking 
scarce jobs, but assaulting 
the culture and character 
of their hosts with strange 
customs and religions. 

The largely crime-free 
streets of the past are no 
longer quite so safe, 
another phenomenon 
many people attribute to 
immigration, legal and 
illegal, from Africa, Asia 
and Eastern Europe. That 
exacerbates xenophobia 
and fuels latent bigotry. 

“Yes, life is still good — 
for the moment^ says 


Jacques Bamier, 54, who 
works for Renault’s truck 
division in Lyon, France. 
“But not for the young. 
When they can find work, 
they are being paid much 
lower salaries.” 

If life should deal one of 
its little knocks, most 
Europeans expect govern- 
ment to break their fall 
with generous unemploy- 
ment payments, full 
health coverage, housing 
allowances, child care. 
That, of course, is the rub. 
More and more govern- 
ments are finding they 
cannot afford iL 
Unemployment has hit a 
record 12.8 per cent in 
France. Conservative 
President Jacques Chirac 
says the only way to get a 
handle on the economy is 


austerity and deep cuts in 
benefits, a tough message 
to sell in legislative elec- 
tions scheduled for May 
25 and once the Socialists 
are hitting hard. 

Across die channel, 
Britain’s conservative 
government pushed 
unemployment down to 
6.1 per cent and forged 
one of the more produc- 
tive economies in Europe, 
but the voters tossed them 
out anyway. The Labour 
Party’s victory in Britain 
has inspired French 
Socialists with the possi- 
bility of ousting Mr. 
Chirac’s centre-right 
coalition. 

Europe “has always 
been politically dominat- 
ed by the right," Michel 
Rocard France’s former 


Socialist premier, said in a 
recent article. The left 
never attained sufficient 
force to impose its priori- 
ties on the continent, he 
said, but now, “It's France 
that will upset Europe." 
For the moment, the polls 
say he is wrong. 

Only after Britain’s 
Labour Party abandoned 
much of its socialist think- 
ing was the party was 
reborn. In trance, fresh 
Socialist ideas seem in 
short supply. 

Conservative Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl of Germany 
is forging ahead with a 
programme to rein in gov- 
ernment spending and 
social benefits as the best 
way to combat rising job- 
lessness and faltering 
growth. 


After swallowing East 
Germany and its myriad 
problems, the new Ger- 
many finds itself like 
many of its fellow EU 
members, struggling to 
meet stiff economic crite- 
ria for joining the single 
currency in 1999. 

Italians were devastated 
in April when the EU said 
Italy probably would not 
meet requirements for 
participating in the single 
currency. This despite a 
strenuous economic 
reform effort that has hit 
average Italians hard — 
including a purportedly 
one-time tax aimed at 
raising $8.5 billion for the 
treasury. 

Like the French, Italians 
refuse to contemplate 
reductions in hard-won 


writes in “Kids Are Worth 
It!" It is the parents’ job to 
build that backbone by set- 
ting limits and sticking to 
them, she says. 

Dr. Elkind concurs. 
“Nobody’s setting down 
fairly explicit rules about 
what the rules of the house 
are,” he said. And. be said, 
the little miscreant should- 
n’t be allowed to argue that 
■‘everybody does it.” “What 
anybody else does doesn't 
affect your behaviour,” he 
said ‘Two wrongs don't 
make a right ” 

What are the rules? 

Dr. Coles did regain his 
composure, and ventured 
that the real problem here 
may lie deep in the national 
id. Politics has always 
smelled of Tammany Hall 
and Teapot Dome, he sug- 
gested, and Americans have 
always tolerated a little 
favouritism in politics — to 
keep government running, 
perhaps. But like a lot of 
parents, he said, voters have 
never made clear how much 
is too much. 

“It’s hard to get a real fix 
on that, because the country 
hasn't come to that yet,” he 
said “Maybe this is the 
beginning of some moral 
maturation in our lives, and 
there’ll be enough embar- 
rassment and shame that the 
people will respond and 
something will be done." 

Sure, and maybe Jimmy 
Stewart will be elected, 
president on a ticket with 
Frank Capra Jr. 

Dr. Coles sounded reflec- 
tive. “Children have to be 
taught values, and that soci- 
ety insists on obedience to 
these values." he said. ‘T 
don’t know whether these 
children are going to grow 
up fast enough to enforce 
discipline on themselves." 

The New York Times 


social benefits that pro- 
vide a cradle-to- grave 
safety net Demonstrators 
in Milan recently called 
the government’s austerity 
efforts “a vampire sucking 
the blood out of Italians.” 

With such benefits, life 
is good for Mr. Bamier, 
the French factory worker 
who will retire on a foil 
pension in just six years at 
age 60 . 

It’s not even so bad for 
his brother, who has been 
living on substantial 
unemployment benefits 
for four years. 

“He wants a job of a cer- 
tain level,” Mr. Bamier 
said sighing. "Without 
that, he would rather be 
unemployed” 


j 
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Badran: Total investments 
in Jordan rise by 30 per cent 


Oil output 


seen 


AMMAN (PeU-a) — 
The total volume of 
investment in Jordan 
since the 1996 invest- 
ment promotion law 
came into force 
increased by 30 per cent, 
according to the Jordan 
Investment Promotion 
(JJP). 

JTP Director General 
Reeni Badran said that 
in 1996 total investments 
in Jordan’s different sec- 
tors amounted to JD354 
million, with the 
tourism and industrial 
maritime transport, agri- 
culture and hospital sec- 
tors generating the larg- 
er share. 

Ms. Badran said tljiat 


so far investors have 
requested to carry out 15 
projects together worth 
JD105 million. 

JIP has approved 13 


JIP has approved u 
projects by local and 
foreign investors worth 


JD9fT million in industry 
and tourism, Ms. Badran 


said promising addition- 
al facilities for the 
investors in the coming 


stage. 

She said the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade 


plans to create a com- 
mittee grouping repre- 
sentatives of various 
ministries and depart- 
ments which would 
issue licences for 
investors. 


She also said tourism 
projects, recreational 
schemes and exhibition 
complexes will all be 
classified as part of the 
tourism sector entitling 
them to all the related 
benefits. 

To further facilitate 
matters for investors, 
she said the government 
did away with a condi- 
tion requiring a mini- 
mum capital of 
JD 100,000 for a project 
by a foreign investor, 
adding that no mini- 
mum level of capital for 
local . and foreign 
investors will be 
required to start a pro- 
ject. 


declining 
in 15 years 


Saudi economy on course 
for solid 1997 growth 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi 
Arabia's economy is 
expected to grow 
between 2.5-4.5 per cent 
in real terms this year, 
partly shrugging off a 
downturn in world oil 
prices, bankers and econ- 
omists in the Gulf Arab 
state have said. 

Riyadh has enjqyed 
petrodollar earnings 
above conservative bud- 
get expectations in the 
first seven months of the 
year despite a 25 per cent 
"fall in world oil prices 
since January. 

But heavy govenrraent 
spending, particularly on 
state salaries, education, 
health and infrastructure. 


is likely to keep the bud- 
eet deficit at around 3.0- 


3.5 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
in 1997 and delay plans 
io balance the budget by 
the year 2000. 

Lower petroleum prices 
are also expected to 
return the current account 
to deficit and rule out a 
repeat of last year’s $12 
billion oil windfall. 

Saudi Finance Minister 
Ibrahim Abdul Aziz AI 
Asaf has expressed opti- 
mism about having real 

. r . . « * 


rent account surplus (700 
million riyals) fori 3 
years. 

‘'Economically the 
country is not in difficul- 
ty. It’s financial condition 
is good at the moment but 
in the short-term it 
depends on the trend in 
oil prices.'* said one 
banker who declined to 
be identified. 

“The current account 
will show a deficit 
because of lower oil 
prices and higher 
imports,” he added. 

Oil prices, which 
account for some 75 per 
cent of Saudi revenue, 
remain in sight of the 
$16.00-$ 16 JO a barrel 
mark which analysts say 
Saudi planners have 
based this year's budget. 

The Paris-based Inter- 
national Energy Agency 
has predicted softer world 
markets in the. second 


year, following on from a 
nominal growth rate of 
8.6 per cent in 1996. 

Saudi Arabia's 1997 
budget envisages a short- 
fall of 17 billion riyals 
($4.5 billion) on project- 
ed state spending of 1S1 
billion riyals. Riyadh last 
year posted its first cur- 


half of the year because 
of rises in non-OPEC 
production and quota 
busting by OPEC states. 

Riyadh can take heart 
from a rising stock mar- 
ket, higher foreign cur- 
rency reserves, zero for- 
eign sovereign debt, 
failing contractural debt 
and a rosy credit rating 
that comes with being the 
world's largest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter. 

The stock market's all- 
share index has risen 
more than five per cent 
this year, lifted by the 
government’s decision 
last year to pay back 
debts, low price earnings 
ratios and a gradual relax- 


ation in rules governing 
outside investment 

Moody's Investors Ser- 
vice last month 
announced an improved 
outlook for Saudi Ara- 
bia’s BAA3 long-term 
foreign currency sover- 
eign ceilings for bonds 
and bank deposits based 
on favourable develop- 
ments in Saudi fiscal pol- 
icy. 

The Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency’s 
(SAMA) decision on July 
5 to increase its repo rate, 
which determines domes- 
tic short-term interest 
rates, to 5.7 per cent from 
5.6 per cent was not 
damp ening business con- 
fidence. 

“The economy is in a 
new cycle.. .Optimism has 
increaW and the rate of 
growth is encouraging,” 
said Ismail Sajini, presi- 
dent of the Sajini 
Research and Consultan- 
cy Centre. 

But structural economic 
problems, notably unem- 
ployment — unofficially 
put in double digits — an 
over-dependency on the 
oil sector and the state’s 
hesistant approach to pri- 
vatisation and subsidy 
removal, were also 
unlikely to be reformed 
given a cushion of buoy- 
ant petroleum income. 

“There is no real serious 
thinking about privatisa- 
tion. The concept of sell- 
ing shares in public sector 
firms has slowed down,” 
said one Riyadh-based 
economic analyst. 


LONDON (R) — World oil 
production will start to 
decline within 15 years if 
the rate of extraction 
remains at current levels, a 
U.S. geologist has predict- 
ed. 

The global economic cat- 
astrophe that would follow 
a decline in production can 
only be prevented by the 
development of an alterna- 
tive fuel source, said Craig 
Bond Hatfield, a geologist 
at the University of Toledo 
in Ohio. 

“The world will probably 
reach its maximum oil pro- 
duction rate in the next 15 
years.” he wrote in a com- 
mentary in the science 
journal Nature, recognised 
as an important world 
forum for such topics. 

Even if demand does not 
grow, the decline in pro- 
duction would start by the 
year 2036, he said. 

“In 1985, global oil con- 
sumption was 59.7 million 
barrels per day,” Mr. Hat- 
field wrote. “By 1995 it 
was more than 69 million 
barrels per day." 

This 16 per cent increase 
was accounted for by mem- 
bers of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 

“Geological data indicate 
that, during the next 10 
years, oil production out- 
side OPEC countries will 
remain incapable of signif- 
icant, sustained growth and 
is likely to begin a perma- 
nent decline during the first 
decade of the 21st centu- 
ry,’’ be wrote. 

New discoveries were not 
keeping pace with produc- 
tion, he added. “Globally, 
new discovery has aver- 
aged less than nine billion 
barrels per year since 1985 
while consumption has 
averaged more than 23 bil- 
lion barrels per year.” Mr. 
Hatfield* indicated. 

Mr. Hatfield examined 
known and estimated 
reserves and possibilities 
for new production and 
came to the conclusion that 
the oil was indeed drying 
up. 

It could take 140 years 
for every drop to go — as 
long as it took to get to this 
point, he said. 

“But that’s not a particu- 
larly important date 
because the exhaustion of 
the resource is only the end 
of a long, gradual decline 
in oil production which 
will last many decades.” he 
said in a telephone inter- 
view. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Radar image 
5 Garden walks 
10 Barry or 
Garroway 

14 Modena money 

15 Hunter of the 
sky 

16 King toppers 

17 Slightly moist 

18 Hand grenades 
20 Wrestles 

22 Toaster type 

23 Of memorable 
times 

24 Graf — 

25 Not as plentiful 

28 Chem. or brol. 

29 Halyard 

33 Like new bills 

34 UN VIP, U — 

36 Gun 

37 Zodiac symbol 

38 Alphabetize 

40 IT game 

41 Devoured 

42 Decade 
increments 

43 Pick or trowel 
45 Chick’s sound 

47 Pickpocket 

48 Trance 

49 Soviet sea 

51 Lob or mob end 

52 Canned, as 
tomatoes 

54 Arachnid 
58 Fictional picker 

60 Brute 

61 British gun 

62 Frankie. ‘50s 
pop singer 

63 Sheds tears 

64 Rorschach or 
Wasserman 

65 Computer 
command 

66 Once, once 



by Mary E. Brindamour 


DOWN 

1 Edifice: abbr. 

2 Truth stretcher 

3 La Douce 

4 Showers with 
missiles 

5 Aspen relative 

6 Satellite of 
Uranus 


7 Cookie holders 

8 Garden tool 

9 Kind of futile 

10 Dressed to the 
nines 

11 Rights org. 

12 Certain 
officeholder 

13 Sigmado us 
19 The Raven' 

author 
21 Remit in 
advance 

24 Goes over 
quickly 

25 Discard 

26 Babble on and 
on 

27 Evangelist 
McPherson 

26 Quick-witted 


Saturday's Puzzle solved: 


Q00D □□QQ QUBD 
□□□□□ EH3EQ DEJQD 

QESHDDBD □□DUES 
□EQ □□□□ 
BEHDQQBaeoeQQae 
!□□□□□ qqhq ana 
0BE3Q OBEJBQ 0DGJQ 
H □□ □□□□ □□□□□ 

□□□□0Q0QOQ0C]I3Qn 

□qhq aan 

□□□□□□ □Q0QD0Q 
QDQDDI30QDQQQD0Q 
QOOES QQQQ □EH3QQ 
BBDfl BDPD □□□□ 
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30 Delicious 


30 Ready to serve 44 Use 

31 Museum of 46 Register an 

Spain invention 

32 AH agog 48 Hoarder 

34 Hiker's route 50 Capek's play 

35 Four-poster 51 Seascape, for 

canopy one 


52 Sampras 

53 Shoshoneans 

54 Rotissene part 

55 Stravinsky 

56 Globes 

57 Gride’s home 

58 Call for attention 

59 Bond’s Fleming 


HOROSCOPE-^ 
FORECAST FOR 
SUNDAY, JULYm 
1997 


By Thomas S. Pit 
Astrologer, Car, 
Righter Founda 


ARIES: (March 21 % 
April 19) You should sto 

away from persons wife 
ideas radically different 
from you own, and then, 
by you will avoid any (ft. 
Acuities. Show that you 
are loyal to your loved 
ones by doing sometW 
which they will appre<J 
ate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 
May 20) You should not 
do anything which coaid 
harm your reputation 
today, and don’t .be criti- 
cal of a superior or a dis- 
agreement could develop. 
Avoid a caustic-tongued 
individual who cookl 
cause great difficulty. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) You should not 
change boats in mid. 
stream today, or you win 
greatly regret it in the 
days ahead. You should 
try to get as much rest as 
possible later this evening 
so that you can handle ibt 
hectic days ahead. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Yoa 
may feel that if you 
change your present situa- 
tion today, yon will be 
much better in the days 
ahead, however, don't 
take any action as this 
time. Later this evening 
will be good for seeing 
close friends at recre- 
ational activities. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Make it a point today 
to avoid persons who yon 
know are usually argu- 
mentative. You should not 
try to finalise any forma] 
agreements at this tine, 
since you discover that 
every aspect of the nego- 
tiations are still pending. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to : 
September 22) It is fee 
today to be helpful to 
your good friends, for- 
ever, don’t weaken them 
by being too genenxs. 
Take any necessary heal* 
treatments so that you 
will be physically capable 
to handle the hectic days 
ahead. 

.LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Yoa 
should not get involved in 
some recreational activity 
you know very little abod 
later this evening, as it 
will probably be too 
expensive and also disap- 
pointing. This is a good 
day for go out on the town 
with mate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) If yoa 
don’t control your temper 
today, your home could 
become a regular batik 
zone, so be diplomatic 
and restore order and hap- 
piness. Later this evening 
will be good for meeting 
with knowledgeable pep- 
pie. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21} 
Be courteous and cheerfd 
today, and you will b dffc 
fit immensely. It is need' 
sary that you use gretf? 
than normal care » 
motion, especially on tfr 
highway where you c» 
avoid getting into any.fSr 
faculties. - 3 § 

CAPRICORN: (D«# 
ber 22 to January 20)jg 
are anxious to fl®|l 
changes in property 
financial affairs wdfr 
thereby you can be sue - 
cessful in your career 
activities. Enjoy yotf 
loved ones this evening 
and plan to do someduHg 
which they will tree 
appreciate. ‘ 

AQUARIUS: (Jam** '■ 

21 to February 19) Ypo * 
should not take a cbatf'Js 
on ruining a 
friendship in order- 
establish a new one-. 
Don’t bring any ^£3? 
into your home few 
evening, since you C00 J|$ 
discover that they coup > 
be bad news. 

PISCES: (February 20 1® ^ 
March 20) Yon wyj* * 
that you cannot stand 
situation any longer. 
ever, one tost tty 
turn it around Avotf* > 

disagreement w«h I 

mate or either o» > . 
could say things 
will be later regromo* 
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Beat 



Modem Food Industries & Vegetable 
OH Company gets $3m interest-free 
loan from Danish International 
Development Assistance 

** THE DANISH International Development Assis- 
tance (DID A) has agreed to extend a S3 million inter- 
est-free loan to the Modern Food Industries and Veg- 
etable Oil Company. In this regard, an agreement was 
signed by Mohammad Shaker AI Ghawi, board chair- 
man of the company and a senior official of Den 
Danske Bank in Denmark under which the bank will 
finance 85 per cent of the total price of equipment for 
a complete processing line for frozen vegetables. 

D1DA has agreed fo soften the terms of the loan 
“through an aid component as set out in the OECD 
arrangement on guidelines for officially- supported 
export credits" and to disburse the aid component 
directly to the lender. Mr. A1 Ghawi said this agree- 
ment was signed after completing all requirements for 
financial aid programme which was set by D1DA to 
help companies in developing countries in order to 
develop relations with Danish companies. 

Mr. AI Ghawi noted that the agreement is the first 
Joan granted to any company or individual in Jordan. 
The borrowing was approved by the Central Bank of 
Jordan and the Export and Finance Bank approved 
issuing a guarantee covering the loan in favour of 
D1DA or Den Danske Bank. A gram element of about 
$274,000 was granted by D1DA as a cash gift lo the 
company to reduce the repayment period from eight 
years to six years (J.T.). 


United Insurance 
Company to capitalise 
JD3 50,000 of reserves 

** THE GENERAL assembly of the United Insurance 
Company has approved capitalising JD350.000 of the 
reserves and floating shares worth JD1 50,000 for pri- 
vate subscription in order to raise the company’s cap- 
ital from JD1 .5 million to JD2 million. 

According to the annual report, the company suf- 
fered a JD265/J00 loss in 1996 compared to about 
JD3 87,000 profit posted in 1995. The reason behind 
the loss was attributed to a net loss of JD62I,000 in 
the department of vehicles which earned a total of 
JD222JOO in 1996. Board Chairman Raouf Abu Jaber 
told the general assembly that the company’s produc- 
tion was higher last year but there were also a big 
increase in car accidents and large rise in commissions 
paid. 

He explained that during the last two months of 
1996. the situation became critical and the company 
resorted to cancelling a large number of vehicle insur- 
ances. “The company will put the situation back in 
order in 1997,” Dr. Abu Jaber stressed. The chairman 
indicated also that the stiff competition, following the 
entry of new eight insurance companies to the market, 
caused a drop in prices and, as such, marine insurance 
premiums declined. 

Paid claims amounted to JD4.44 million last year 
compared to JD2.20 million in 1995. Premiums 
retained totalled abour JD4.7 million in 1996 com- 
pared to JD3.6 million in the preceding year. The total 
of the balance sheet rose from JD6.5 million in 1995 
to JD6.9 million at the end of 1 996. Total investments 
including bank deposits, shares, certificates of deposit 
and bonds amounted to JD1.6 million whereas receiv- 
ables were about JD3.6 million. Total shareholders' 
equity declined by 10.5 per cent from JD2.5 million in 
1995 to JD2.22 million in 1996 (Al Ra’il. 


“I won’t admit I’m getting old, 
but today I taped a laxative 
commercial over 'Bavwatch’." 


Unscramble these tour Ambles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Harr! Arnold and MBw Argirfon 


LANTA 


IBARR 


Foreign oil firms line up as Kuwait boosts capacity 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) 
— The oil majors are lin- 
ing up to advise Kuwait 
on ambitious plans to 
boost crude capacity but 
some experts warn that 
such technical support 
may cost them more 
lucrative partnerships in 
the future. 

France’s Total is the lat- 
est foreign firm to offer 
technical advice to state- 
owned Kuwait Oil Com- 
pany (KOC), having 
signed a three and a half 
year technical service 
accord Wednesday to 
advise on reservoirs in 
southern Kuwait. 

KOC has similar fee- 
based agreements with 
British Petroleum, which 
renewed its contract for 
three years in August 
1996, and the U.S. firm 
Chevron, whose accord 
runs for three and a half 


years and expires in Feb- 
ruary 1998. 

Others have lined up to 
work on technical stud- 
ies. The Anglo-Dutch 
firm Shell has assessed 
Kuwait's offshore fields, 
while Exxon of the Unit- 
ed States is studying a 
small onshore reservoir. 

The majors may be 
queuing up, but experts 
say they are less interest- 
ed in the low-return con- 
sultancy contracts than 
the prospect of more 
rewarding partnerships 
which would give a direct 
role in production. 

The oil firms are bet- 
ting on Kuwait's increas- 
ing need for advanced 
technology as it pushes 
ahead with multi-billion 
dollar plans to boost pro-.; 
ducrion capacity 25 per' 
cent to three million bar- 
rels per day (bpd) by> 


2005. 

"If Kuwait is going to 
meet its stated target of 
production growth, they 
will have difficulty with- 
out the assistance that 
these (international) 
companies can bring," 
said one Western oil ana- 
lyst. 

But offering consultan- 
cy services may not be 
helping their cause, he 
said, because the advice 
from the oil majors is fill- 
ing some of the gaps in 
technology and easing 
pressure on Kuwait to 
make an early decision to 
open up. 

“If you have all the sup- 
port with technical ser- 
vice agreements, why 
would you give up one 
barrel of oil?” the analyst 
asked. "There is no moti- 
vation for KOC to change 
anything.” 


Also, the oil majors 
cannot entice Kuwait 
with their deep wallets 
because Kuwaiti officials 
say the oil-rich emirate 
has the funds for the 
expansion programme 
despite the conservative 
price tag of $10 billion . 

Kuwait's caution in 
opening up the oil sector 
to direct foreign involve- 
ment is mainly based on 
the strategic role it plays 
in the economy. About 85 
per cent of government 
revenues come from oil 
exports. 

KOC, the production 
arm of state-owned 
Kuwait Petroleum Cor- 
poration. currently pro- 
duces some two million 
bpd in line with a quota 
set by the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 

But there is also some 
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popular suspicion about 
foreign firms. 

KOC, once owned by 
B.P. and Gulf Oil Compa- 
ny of the United States, 
came under state control 
in tbe 1960s and 1970s, a 
move driven by econom- 
ic interests and national- 
ist fervour. 

"Some members of par- 
liament might have prob- 
lems with (international 
involvement) because 
they think it’s going back 
to the colonial times. But 
we’re 50 years from 
those times. It's never 
going to be like that 
again,” commented one 
oil expert. 

The experts say the 
majors do not expect con- 
cessions which would 
hand them a high degree 
of control over the oil in 
the ground, but hope for 
an agreement that will, at 


least, give them some 
profit incentive. 

There are. however, 
some positive signs that 
Kuwait is moving, if 
slowly, toward giving the 
majors a bigger role, 
which those with techni- 
cal service accords hope 
to snap up. 

Ahmad A] Arbeed, a 
KOC executive assistant 
managing director, told 
AFP in April that Kuwait 
is looking at “'how to bet- 
ter utilise the foreign 
firms.” 

KOC will require 
greater assistance than is 
currently provided 

through the technical 
accords to reach its three 
million bpd target, he 
said, but without giving 
hints about what kind of 
agreement might follow 
or when. 
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UNrV.CHEM. XNDS. 

14.7 

6.13 

1 

1000 

f63D 

1.71 

1.63 

.08- 


3.330 

2.130 

BAZL. CABLE HIRE. HF AC 

40.1 

0.00 

1 

5000 

12500 

2.50 

2.50 

• 


1.670 

1.120 

ABAB PUAMI.eSBH. 

17.4 

5.15 

2 

500 

680 

1-36 

1 . 36 

- 


2.020 

1.170 

UNTV . MOON. INDS. 

P 

.22 

13 

7600 

B93S 

1.18 

4.11 

.01- 


1.520 

1.080 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

14. S 

9.26 

16 

3900 

4212 

1.08 

1.08 



1.600 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

13.3 

4.96 

11 

8300 

11784 

1.43 

1.41 

-02- 


1.090 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.2 

0.00 

16 

9400 

7788 

.83 

.83 



2.090 

1.420 

SL -SAT READY NEAR 

51.7 

0.00 

1 

100 

147 

1.45 

1.47 

.02* 


1.330 

1.060 

1ITIL. TOBACCO 

6.2 

0.00 

10 

17700 

19899 

1.12 

1.13 

.01* 


1.260 

.860 

UNION CM. 6 VEC. 

39.6 

0.00 

3 

550 

479 

.87 

.87 

- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 127.00 *CBG: 

-0.38 

221 

145853 

350279 





Egypt to sell off 15 
public companies 
to their employees 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Egyptian government has 
decided to sell off 15 public 
companies to their 35.000 
employees as part of its 
continuing privatisation 
programme, the press 
reported Saturday. 

"These companies will be 
offered to allow employees 
working in the 15 compa- 
nies to buy them in their 
entirety, without assuming 
the debts,” said the minister 
in charge of public enter- 
prises. Atef Obeid. quoted 
by government newspaper 
AI Ahram. 

The businesses to be sold 
off include those involved 
in rice production, food, 
engineering, transport, 
shipbuilding, steel and min- 
erals, he said. 

Mr. obeid did not disclose 
the value of the companies, 
but experts estimated their 
worth at around $60 mil- 
lion. 

The minister said that 
“before transferring owner- 
ship to the employees, the 
ministry will take steps to 
ensure the companies' suc- 
cess." 

“The state will take over 


the companies’ (possible) 
debts ami put into effect a 
retirement plan to reduce 
(the number of) surplus 
workers." he added. 

In the first six months of 
the year, the government 
decided to sell 10 public 
companies to their employ- 
ees. 

Mr. Obeid said that 162 
public companies, whose 
debts total 2.5 billion 
pounds ($800 million) have 
been turned around and 
have begun to generate 
profits. 

“Beginning in January, 
these companies will be 
sold on the stock 
exchange,” he said, adding 
that they will include mar- 
itime. steel, metal and man- 
ganese companies. 

The Egyptian govern- 
ment launched a major ini- 
tiative in 1991 to liberalise 
the country's state-run 
economy. 

Last month, Mr. Obeid 
said Egypt expected to 
complete its privatisation 
programme by 2000. rais- 
ing around $15 billion from 
the sale of some 3 14 public 
companies. 


Bahrain, Tunisia set up 
joint insurance company 


MANAMA (AFP) — The 
Bahrain-based Arab Insur- 
ance Group (ARIGj has set 
up a joint insurance compa- 
ny in Tunisia with an 
authorised capital of $2.7 
million, the Bahraini Press 
reported Friday. 

The joint venture, called 
the Arab Tunisian Group 


(AXIG). will specialise in 
property and building 
insurance in Tunisia before 
aiming to branch out into 
life and health insurance, 
newspapers said. 

ARIG, whose assets are 
estimated at $SS5 million, 
has 49.5 per cent of the 
new company's shares. 


J ordan Marketplace * * * Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJAM dewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18 k Gold . AtAmra Foruni Hote! Shops 


Phonc55271 IS Also in Brazil * 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HR 1 6 

Professional quality to 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grlndtays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 823891 
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FOR YOUR 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modern Alr-CondITIoned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdoli 
to Airport and Back j 


For Further Details can : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdall Branch 653313 


TAWNUL 


SEMQUO 


Answer; 


WHAT THE SUC- 
CESSFUL MUSICIAN 
CON5IPEKEP HIS 
EAPLY MUSIC 
LESSONS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug 1 
gested by the above cartgon. 




1 (Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PAUSE ARBOR SURETY DONKEY 
Answer Some people do Itts wtien fighting a cofcf- 
SURRENDER 



Quafty Serviced Suites 

* One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Losg Say * ReasonaMo Rates 


CROWMHCm 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING P0CH#r® 
’ TENNIS & Ww 

SQUASH 

COURTS ,U 

■ SAUNA, / 

jacuzzi & 

MASSAGE M 
w FITNESS f » 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 
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Tel . ,864230 
Fax. 80423! 
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Sports 


-Arab Games open 


?dth 


athletes taking part 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Over 3,000 athletes 
converged on Beirut for the open- 


ing of" the 8th Pan- Arab Games 
which were inaugurated Saturday 
b\ Lebanese President Elias 
H'rawi. 

With Iraqi athletes barred from 
competition because of a boycott 
threat by Kuwait and Saudi 
. \rahia. only Somalia and the 
Comoros Islands missed the 
largest gathering of Arab youth 
since the event was last'held in 
Syria in l qc, 2. 

Jot dan's soccer, basketball, ath- 
letics. fencing, boxing, and 
weightlifting teams look part in 
the opening ceremony. They will 
he joined by the rest of the teams 
during this week with each team 
arriving in Beirut one day prior to 
their events and leaving following 
the eml of their respective compe- 
titions in order to cut down on 
expenses. 

The Kingdom's 187-strong dele- 
gation which includes 94 men and 
33 women athletes competing in 
14 of the 20 events. The delega- 
tion also includes 27 officials, 20 
coaches and 13 referees. 

Twenty events have been set for 
the Games excluding kick-boxing, 
handball, gymnastics, body-build- 
ing. hockey, diving and water polo 
for technical and financial rea- 
<ions. 

Jordan dropped participation in 
cycling, tennis and volleyball, and 
the entry form now includes pur- 
''cipal'oi' in athletic*, basketball. 
..■MU*. *v.i mining, taekwondo, 
table tennis, boxing, equestrian, 
leneing. soccer, weightlifting. 


judo, freestyle and Greco-Roman 
wrestling and shooting. Other 
events at the Games include golf 
and yachting. 

Basketball is scheduled to be 
the only team sport Jordan’s 
women will take part in. 
Individual sports are athletics, 
swimming, taekwondo, equestrian 
and table tennis. 

Prior to his departure to 
Lebanon. Jordan’s Minister of 
Youth and Sports Qassem Abu Ein 
said athletes winning gold medals 
would receive JD500, silver 
medals JD300. and bronze medals 
JD200. Team sports will receive 
JD3.000. JD2.000 and JD 1.000 
respectively. 

The minimum criteria for partic- 
ipation as set by the Jordan 
Olympic Committee’s technical 
committee includes attaining at 
least a halfway standing in addi- 
tion to passing a mandatory med- 
ical test in order to rule out any 
possible injury. 

Jordanian sports officials 
announced their full support of 
Lhe event noting the importance of 
taking part in the Games which 
have only been held seven times 
since 1953. 

Jordan has taken part in all past 



seven Pan- Arab Games gaining a 
total of 46 medals {7 gold, 16 sil- 
ver. 26 bronze). 

The Kingdom's first and only 
gold medal in a team sport came 
in Morocco in 1985 when Jordan 
won the basketball event after 
defeating Iraq 80-78 in the final. 

The Kingdom’s only gold medal 
in the last Pan-Arab Games in 
1992 was through Suhad Haddad 
in athletics. Jordan finished 9th 
overall in the Games with I gold. 
6 silver and 6 bronze medals. 

Hosts Syria topped the medals 
table with 48 points, 31 silver, 37 
bronze followed by Egypt and 
Algeria. 


Organisers of the two-week- 
long Games said athletes will be 
subject to random drug-testing for 
the first time in the event's history 
and 300 samples would be taken 
from random samples from ath- 
letes in different sports regardless 
of their results in competitions. 
Test results will be sent to the 
French laboratories of the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC). 

Athletes testing positive will 
have their results automatically 
scrapped and will later be sus- 
pended according to international 
rules. 

No such! tests had been done in 
Arab countries so far because of 
the high cost of about $220 per 
test and the unavailability of such 
labs in the developing countries. 

The Games were due to be held 
last year but were postponed after 
the Israeli bombardment of south- 
ern Lebanon. 

Jordan has received preliminary 
approval to host the 9th Pan-Arab 
Games in 1999 . 

The Pan-Arab Games were held 
in Alexandria 1953, Beirut 1957, 
Casablanca 1961, Cairo 1965. 
Damascus 1976. Morocco 1985 
and Damascus 1992. 


Jordan’s record in past Pan- Arab Games (number of competing countries in parenthesis in overall rank) 
Gold 


Silver 


1953 

1957 

1961 

1965 

1976 

1985 

1992 


Bronze 

2 

3 

2 

3 

7 


Overall rank 
6th (8) 

6rh (10) 

7th (10) 

10th (15) 

6th ( 1 1 > 

12th (21) 

9th (19) 
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Jordan’s soccer team 


Jordan’s soccer team 
meets Lebanon tonight 

Nada Kawar heads athletics competition 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The 
Kingdom's soccer, athletics 
and fencing teams Sunday 
start competition in the first 
three of 14 events Jordan is 
taking part in at the 8th Pan- 
Arab Games which were 
officially opened Saturday. 

Jordan will meet hosts 
Lebanon in the opening of 
the soccer competition at 
8:00 p.m. Sunday evening 
while Mauritania will meet 
Kuwait in the first match of 
Group 2. 

In athletics, Firas 
Malkawi will run the 
marathon; Amal Mutari the 
women's marathon; Shadi 
Qa’qour the 100 and 400 
metres and Nada Kawar 
will take pan in the shot put 
in which she holds the Arab 
record at 17.39 metres. 

Eight countries are taking 
part in the soccer event. 
Group I includes Jordan 
Lebanon, Oman, and Libya. 
Group 2 includes Kuwait, 
the UAE, Syria and 
Mauritania. 

The top two teams in each 
group will qualify to the 
second round the top two 
teams of which move to the 
final while the other two 
will play for third and 
fourth places. 

Jordan seems to have got 
the easier draw in soccer 
and will be facing teams 
they had met recently. 

In World Cup qualifiers 
last April, they beat Oman 
2-1 and 4-1 in while draw- 
ing 0-0 and losing 1-0 to 
Lebanon. 

The soccer team has just 
returned from Istanbul 
where they met the youth 
team of Turkish champions 
Galatasaray and drew 2-2 
before losing 4-1 to Turkish 


runners-up Istanbulsport at 
the conclusion of their 
week-long training camp. 

In basketball, the men's 
team is in Group 1 with 
Syria, Saudi Arabia, Libya, 
and Morocco. 

Group 2 includes 
Lebanon, Qatar, the UAE, 
and Kuwait. 

Jordan had protested at 
the draw and demanded a 
repeat of since rules stipu- 
late that the nine competing 
teams should be divided 
into three groups with the 
titleholders (Syria) atop one 
group, the runner-up 
(Jordan) in another and the 
hosts (Lebanon) in the third. 

Lebanese officials said 
Jordan's representative had 
not lodged a formal protest 
at the time of the draw and 
an oral one would not be 
accepted now. 

While the basketball fed- 
eration had said they would 
reconsider their participa- 
tion in both die men’s and 
women’s events if the draw 
was not repeated, the head 
of the Kingdom’s delega- 
tion Sari Ham dan said 
Jordan would not pull out of 
any event since that is no 
longer the affair of respec- 
tive federations but a deci- 
sion that rested with the 
Jordan Olympic Committee 
(JQC) and the Ministry of 
Youth. 

Jordan had won the bas- 
ketball gold medal in the 
1985 Games in Morocco 
and finished runner-up 
behind Syria in the 1992 


Both teams underwent i 
tough training regimen after 
the friendly matches against 
Syria and were boasted with 
the arrival from the U.S. of 
Jumana Said and Zeid 
Alkhas, both key players on 
their respective teams who 
were chosen among the top 
players of the 1995 Asian 
Championships. 
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Agassi returns with U.S. Open in mind 


XV XSlUNCfTON i.\FPl — Former World No. 1 Andre Agassi 
■ csinu*- '« ■ loo ATP Tour here next week with serious question.* ro 
uiisv.or jhniit his tennis future alter three months off with an 
1 inured wrist 

The slumping American won the Washington classic in ! 9**0. 
l 0l M .Kiel I Ul >5. when he and Pete Sampras duelled for domi- 
i'. ik'c. \nw Agavsj has slid to 30th in the world while Sampras 
i* the unchallenged king of men's tennis. 

f c.m miK hope when l get buck to that point Pete hasn't won 
-5 Grand Slam lilies and retired." Agassi said. 

I ms called ihis slump to low point of his career, losinc 
hi- first match in four consecutive events, the longest win less 
■':e.ik pi Ins career. 

ssi h.is, lust si\ of his past seven ATP matches and won 
oiiK Wrist pain kept him from Wimbledon and the 

I'retn.h Open. He also missed the Australian Open. 

'I teally know u hat’s going on with him but he tiefi- 
■ufclv is missed bj the whole of tennis." Sampras said at 
Wiinbled* »7i. “It really hurts the game." 

A* a result. Agassi ha* much to prove to himself and sceptical 
:>:i ms watchers even though he has been training at full strength 

1 only .i week. 

' This iKitni.’incut has y different purpose for me than it ever 
!■ 4 said, ”h is more meaningful than it has ever been." 

xgav.i is seeded third here behind defending champion 


Michael Chang and Australia's Pat Rafter in this first U.S. hard- 
cpur tuncup event for the U.S. Open, which begins August 25. 

Petr Korda is seeded fourth, followed in order by Malivai 
Washington. Jason Siohrnbcrg. Chris Woodruff and Lionel 
Roux. 

Agassi denies his slump has anything to do with his marriage 
to actress and model Brooke Shields, although his struggles 
began as their nuptials neared. 

"People saying that are probably the same people saying 
Brooke was the reason i got to number one." Agassi said. 

■‘There are times when tennis has been more important and 
much more of a priority than other times. Thai is something that 
has always been judged quite intensely by the media and in 
some ways I understand it. 

"But at the end of the day you have got to look at yourself. 
And l am ready to play. I'm excited to get out there and that is 
u hell of a start," 

Agassi also feels the pressure of a sport in need of his flam- 
boyance, although he admits image is not everything when 
defeat becomes commonplace. 

“You can't expect to *icpout on the c»un and carry the sport." 
he said. "It has to he the result of how good you are and how 
many people enjoy watching you. The most important thing has 
to be sour results." 


Mets rally past Braves again; Giants lose 


ATLANTA (R) — Matt 
Franco supplied more torrid 
pinch-hitting with a two-run 
double that highlighted a 
four-run, eighth-inning rally 
and lifted the New York 
Mets to their fifth straight 
win, 9-7 over the Atlanta 
Braves Friday. 

"You can't imagine ever 
coming back 5-1 against 
tom Glavine." said Mets 
manager Bobby Valentine. 

In Los Angeles. Hideo 
Nomo allowed one run over 
eight innings and Todd 
Zcilc hit a two-run homer in 
a six-run sixth as the 
Dodgers posted their eighth 
straight win, 6-2 over the 
San Francisco Giants. 

Nomo (9-7) scattered nine 
hits, walked two and struck 
out seven. He has given up 
just one run and 1 2 hits over 


his last 14 innings and has 
won three of his last four 
decisions. 

In Pittsburgh, Mike 
Hampton fired a five-hitter 
for his second career 
shutout and Derek Beil had 
three hits including a solo 
homer, leading the Houston 
Astros to their fourth 
straight victory, a JO-O rout 
of the Pirates. 

In Chicago, rookie Jeremi 
Gonzalez allowed one run 
over 7 1/3 innings to earn 
his fourth straight win and 
Sammy Sosa homered and 
drove in four runs as the 
Cubs routed the slumping 
St. Louis Cardinals 7-1. 
Gonzalez (6-2) allowed five 
hits with four walks and 
four strikeouts before exit- 
ing following Ray 
Lunkford's 18th homer in 


the eighth. In two appear- 
ances against the Cards, the 
22-year-old right-hander is 
2-0 with a 0.55 era. The 
Cardinals have dropped five 
of their last six. 

In Miami, Scott Rolen 
homered and drove in a 
career-high five runs and 
Curt Schilling struck out 10 
over six innings as the 
Philadelphia Phillies routed 
the Marlins 13-3 to snap a 
1 3-gamc road losing streak. 
The 13 runs were a season 
high for Philadelphia. 

Schilling (10-8) allowed 
two runs — one earned — 
and six hits for his first win 
since June 23. also against 
Florida. The right-hander 
improved to 6-1 lifetime 
against the Marlins. 

In Cincinnati, David 
Segui's two-run homer in 


the sixth put Montreal 
ahead to stay and Uguflh 
Urbina struck out four over 
the final 1 1/3 innings as the 
Expos rallied for a 5-2 vic- 
tory- over the Reds. 

Doug strange also drove 
in two runs for Montreal, 
which has won two after 3 
four-game losing streak. 
Reds starter Dave Burba (> 
9 ) had held the Expos to one 
hit and took a I -0 lead into 
the sixth before Scgui * 
homer. 

In Colorado. Andre* 
Galarraga drew a bases- 
loaded "walk off Trevor 
Hoffman (3-4) with nro 
in the bottom of the Hth as 
the Rockies snapped a J* 
son-high seven-game k*in? 
streak. 6-5 over ibe Sa# 
Diego Padres. 
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Games in Syria. 

With tough competition 
ahead and a relatively inex- 
perienced new lineup repre- 
senting the Kingdom, 
Jordan will have to finish 
first or second in their group 
to qualify for the second 
round. 

The men's team had won 
only one out of three friend- 
ly matches against Syria 
two weeks ago. 

The women’s team will 
face tough competition 
against strong teams from 
Tunisia. Egypt, Lebanon 
and Syria. 

Although the Kingdom's 
women's basketball team 
was unimpressive in friend- 
ly matches against Syria 
losing three of their friendly 
matches, women’s basket- 
ball was given the go-ahead 
to take part in the Games by 
the Minister of Youth kl 
Sports who prompted the 
JOC to include the team ta 
maintain continuity for the 
women's game which had 
been non-existent from 
1983-1995 when the feani 
was regrouped and took pan 
in the Asian Championship. 
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CINENLA TEL:6?4144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR LIAR 


Shows: 12:30,3:30.6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:634144 CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA "2" 


Leslie Nielsen ... in 

jDRACULA DEAD 
& LOVING IT 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 

GONE WITH 
THE WIND 

Show: 8:30 p.m, only 


TEL:699238 

PLAZA 


yUNEMA TEL : 677420 

\ CONCORD X 




Tom Cruise. ..in 


JERRY MAGUIRE 


Shows: 12:30,3:30. 
6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


1 


CONCORD »1» 

Harrison Ford & Brad Pitt.. .in 

DEVIL'S OWN 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD "2" 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Jffabil & Hi sham's 
TEL: 625155 


■ V^ re - I'm 


The satirical play 

AMNAIAIVAHO 

performance starts at 8:30 p-f& 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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German Heinz-HaraJd Frentzen powers bis way around Wood cole bend of the SiJversfone track to qualify in 
second position for Sunday's British Grand Prix July 12. Canadian Jacques ViUeoeuve claimed the pole posi- 
tion ahead of teammate Frentzen in the last two laps of the qualifying session (Reuters photo) 


Lewis lighter than usual, Akinwande heavier 



WBC Heavyweight challenger Henry Akinwande tips the scale at 237 1/2 pounds at 
the offical weigh-in in Lake Tbhoe for his heavyweight championship fight with 
Lennox Lewis. Both fighters are from England (Renters photo) 


STATELINE, Nevada (R) 
— World Boxing Council 
heavyweight champion 
Lennox Lewis weighed in 
Friday at his second lightest 
in almost three years while 
fellow Briton Henry Akin- 
wande was just under his 
heaviest ever for their title 
bout Saturday. 

Lewis came it at 109.8 kg. 
Akinwande was 107.7 kg, a 
.2 kg below the heaviest 
weight of his eight-year 
career. 

But the weights won't be 
a determining factor in their 
12-round tide bouL The 
fight is about strategies, 
both camps agree. 

The harder-hitting Lewis 
must show aggression he 
has not displayed during his 
past two bouts but has 
exhibited in training for this 
fight. Akinwande must use 
his superior jab and move- 
ment 

Lewis's trainer, Emanuel 
Steward, believes the cham- 
pion will blunt Akin- 
wande's attack. "Lewis will 
neutralise his jab after a few 
rounds and wear him down 
with power.” 

Akmwande’s trainer, Don 
Turner, believes the chal- 
lenger has more going for 
him than just die jab. "He's 
got enough firepower to 
stand up with this guy" 
Turner said. 

It is anticipated that the 
winner eventually will meet 
the victor of a tentatively 
planned unification heavy- 


weight tide bout between 
World Boxing Association 
champion Evander Holy- 
field and International Box- 
ing Federation champ 
Michael Moorer. 

The 3 1 -year-old Lewis, 


who has a record of 30-1 
with 25 victories ending 
early, will make $1.5 mil- 
lion. according to various 
reports, and the 3 1 -year-old 
Akinwande. 32-0-1 with 19 
wins inside the distance. 


will make $1 million. 

Lewis is a 7-1/2 to 5 
favourite, down from 9 to 5 
Wednesday and 8 to 5 
Thursday, according to 
casino oddsmakers in Stale- 
line. 


Corretja out of Swiss Open 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAIMAHMRSCH 


CHERCHEZ LA. FEMME 


jnd the lone suit leaves a rival deal 


GSTAAD, Switzerland 
(AFP) — Unheralded 
Spaniard Juan Albert Viloca 
shocked his compatriot and 
second seed Alex Corretja 
here on Saturday beating 
him 3-6, 7-6 (5/7), 64 to 
reach his first ever ATP 
final. 

Vtioca, ranked 67th in the 
world, outlasted Corretja, 
the Italian Open champion, 
in a comeback which 
stretched to two hours 32 
minutes on the high-altitude 
clay of Gstaad. 

Corretja, who failed to 
take the tie when serving for 
the match at 5-4 in the sec- 
ond set, had to have treat- 
ment while trailing 3-5 in 
the third after a blister on his 
right index finger popped 
while he was reaching for a 
voUey. 

“1 couldn’t go on, there 
was blood on my racket," 
said die disappointed 
Spaniard. 

“I’ve had five weeks away 
from tennis (with a thigh 
injury following the French 
Open) and I started to get a 
little tired after I lost the sec- 
ond set 

“But it was good to reach 
the semi-finals here. I’m 
starting to rediscover ray 
game, though I would have 
liked to reach the final “ he 

added. 

The 23-year-old Corretja, 


who with 28 wins has 
recorded the most claycourt 
match victories this season, 
was counting on tiie third set 
to dismiss Viloca, a 24-year- 
old whose best showing 
until this week was a quar- 
ter-final at Coral Springs in 
the United States in May. 

But Viloca broke for 4-3 in 
the third to insure the upset 
win. 

“I don’t know what to say. 
I'm so happy. I feel very 
good. I have never beaten 
Alex in two times before," 
Viloca said. 

“I’m dead now from all of 
the running. Bui 1 hope to be 
able to play a good final 
tomorrow. I kept fighting 
today, that was the key," he 
added. 

South Africa's Wayne Fen,,, 
reira, the only non-Spaniard 
in the final four, was taking 
on sixth seed Felix Mantilla 
for the other final place. 

The 25-year-old Ferreira, 
who put out Swiss favourite 
Marc Rossei in the quarter- 
finals, has not reached a 
final since winning a Mer- | 
cedes Super 9 title at Toron- 
to 1 1 months ago. 

Felix Mantilla insured an 
all-Spanish finale at the 
Swiss Open for the second 
year in a row as he ousted 
Wayne Ferreira, the only 
non-Iberian in the final four, 
6-3. 64. 


Neither vulnerable. East deals. 

NORTH 
♦ K953 
C 765 
OK 10 5 
+ K65 

WEST EAST 

*Q86 47 

0 2 VKQJ10984 

CAJ98 O Q 4 3 

* J 7 4 3 2 498 

SOUTH 
4 A J 10 4 2 
O A3 
0762 
4 A Q JO 

The bidding: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
3*7 34 Puss 4* 

Pass Pass Pan 

Opening Iced: Two of? 

Those cute bridge maxima art all 
well and good, and in run-of-lhe- 
mill situations are arairale enough. 
Bui each hand hut in be judged on 
its own, and a clever saying is no 
substitute for door reasoning. 

South has a problem over East's 
preempt, but that is what preempts 
were designed to do. The hand is 
too strong not to act, the distribu- 
tion is wrong for a takeout double 


gill. Eventually South decided that 
the overeall was the least of evils, 
and a goad four-spade contract 
resulted 

West led what was obviously a 
swgleion heart, taken in tbg dosed 
hand. With the ace of diamonds 
surely in the West hand been use of 
East's preempt, declarer was being 
one heart and two diamond losers 
in the plain suits. To bring heme 
the cun trad, declarer would hove to 
bring in the trump suit without los- 
ing a trick. 

‘Eight ever, nine never 1 says the 
bromide, but there are good reasons 
to ignore it here. With East marked 
for seven hearts, there must be a 
singleton somewhere in the East 
hand, and it is most likely in declar- 
er's longest combined suit. Also, ‘ 
East has only six cards outside of 
hearts while West has 12, making 
West twice as likely as East to hold 
tbe queen of trumps. 

At trick two declarer cashed the 
ace of trumps, in case the queen 
was singleton, then continued with 
the jack. West played low smoothly, 
but there was no diverting declarer 
from the chosen path. A low spade 
was played from dummy, and all 
was well. 


Deluxe Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Located in a quiet neighbourhood. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 salons, dining room, 
kitchen, telephone, TV, video player & many many 
extras. 

For more details please call owner Tel. 674286 


FOR SALE 

4x4 SUZUKI VITARA 1994 

1994 four-door SUZUKI VITARA, duty 
unpaid, white, low mileage, a/c. 

For more details please call 
Tel. 5527921 or 5533702 
Sunday to Thursday 9;00a.m.-3:00p.m. 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT IN 
SWEIFEYEH WITH GARDEN 

PLEASE CALL 640080 & 856262 






Nevada 
toughens 
law in 
response 
to Tyson’s 
ear-biting 

CARSON CITY, 
Nevada (R) — Nevada 
Governor Bob Miller 
on Friday signed a law 
inspired by the Mike 
Tyson ear-biting inci- 
dent that allows the 
state to fine boxers up 
to 100 per cent of their 
purse for unsports- 
manlike conduct. 

The new law comes 
too late to apply to 
Tyson, the former 
world heavyweight 
champion who was 
disqualified for biting 
Evander Holyfield’s 
ears in their June 28 
world title figbt in Las 
Vegas. Tbe five-mem- 
ber Nevada State Ath- 
letic Commission this 
week revoked Tyson’s 
licence to fight in the 
state for at least a year 
and fined him 10 per 
cent of his S30 million 
purse, the maximum 
allowed under the old 
state law. 

Amid public outrage 
over the ear-biting, the 
Nevada legislature 
moved quickly to give 
the commission the 
power to seize all of a 
boxer's purse if a sim- 
ilar incident happened 
again. 

The law takes imme- 
diate effect but is not 
retroactive. 

It allows the jrom- - 
mission to impose"' 
fines of up to 100 per 
cent of his purse on a 
boxer who takes part 
in a sham contest, who 
"terminates the con- 
test or exhibition in a 
manner that is not 
based upon honest 
competition," or who 
"is guilty of an act or 
conduct that is detri- 
mental to a contest or | 
exhibition of unarmed | 
combaL" , 



Erik Zabel of Germany celebrates as he wins in a mass sprint in front of Estonian 
Jaan Kisipuu (R) the 194km seventh stage of the Tour de France cycling race 
Marennes to Bordeaux. Cedric Vasseur of France retains his yellow jersey (Reuters 
photo) 


Zabel bounces back 
with stage win 


BORDEAUX (Agencies) 
— Germany's Erik Zabel 
won the seventh stage of 
the Tour de France on Sat- 
urday, 24 hours after being 
relegated from first to last 
for dangerour tactics in Fri- 
day's finish in Marennes. 

He sprinted in for his sec- 
ond success in five days to 
cut the overall lead of 
Frenchman Cedric Vasseur 
to one minute 49 seconds 
by virtune of his winner's 
time bonus. 

Estonian Jaan Kirsipuu 
was second and Dutchman 
Jeroen Blijlevens third in 
the 194 kins leg from 
Marennes. raced at an aver- 
age speed of 46.3 kph. 

French contenders 


Richard Virenque and Luc 
Leblanc with Italian Marco 
Pantani finished 50 sec- 
onds in arrears after being 
trapped behind a mass 
crash five kilometres from 
the finish. 

Italians Marco Saligari. 
Flavio Vanzella. and Adri- 
ano Baffi were caught 15 
kms outside the city after 
leading for 177 kms. 

Italy’s Mario Cipoltini 
pulled out of the Tour de 
France shortly after ston- 
ing the 7th .stage here Sat- 
urday. 

The Italian, who wore the 
leader's yellow jersey for 
four days, pulled up after 
25 kilometres. 

On Friday Cipollini was 


involved in a pile-up. cut- 
ting his right knee and 
injuring his hand, which 
was sprayed by a team 
medico. 

The Italian, who won two 
stages earlier in the week, 
had not been a happy rider 
after having a blazing row 
with his team manager 
Antonio Salutini on Thurs- 
day night about the lack of 
support he received on 
Thursday, when he lost his 
yellow jersey to French- 
man Cedric Vasseur. 


A SEPARATE BUILDING IN A 
DISTINGUISHED AREA/ SHMEISANI 

Licensed as commercial offices and suitable as a 
company's headquarters. Consists of two floors 
with a garage big enough for 1 5 vehicles. 

For information, please call Tel. 660399 


For Rent Beginning Sept. 1 9 1997 

Semi-detached large villa, over 600 sq.m. will be 
available for rent as on September 1. 1997. 
Extremely well maintained, at present occupied by a 
diplomat Includes four master bedrooms, large living 
dining area, maid's quarters, laundry room, large 
terrace and an indoor garage for 2 cars and an 
outside one for one car. Beautiful garden, very well 
kept highly reliable electromechanical system, 1 very 
well maintained with no problems. Testimony can be 
obtained directly from present occupant Next door 
neighbour is another diplomat 
For further details, kindly contact directly the 
owner at telephone 079-20735 or 816154 
or Fax 821711. 



FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, 
living room, veranda, independent central 
heating, telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen 
and luxurious furniture: 


For more information please call: Tel. 665711 



Consists of three bedrooms (one master), sitting room, 
dining room, modern kitchen, telephone line, satellite, 
plus all electrical units. 


Location: Sweifiyeh, near the French & American 
schools. 

Please call Tel: 826933 



Sheraton Entertainment Complex 
She r aton Galleria ( Abdoun ) 

Is seeking highly qualified and experienced 
personnel for the following positions: 

1) Cost Controller 

2) Asst. F.B Manager 

3) Restaurant Manager 

4) Waiter And Waitress 

5) Captains ( Male - Female ) 

6) Cooks 

To apply candidates should fill relevant Forms 
avalalole from the personel department at the 
following address: 

Shmeisanl - AbduUat Center - above 
The Jordan National Bank - 3rd floor 

Interviews will be held on Tuesday 15,7,1997 
and Wednesday 16,7,1997 at 1 PM to 5 PM 


i 
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elusion 
at border 


MASNAA CAP) — Denied a 
chance to compete in the 
Arab world’s biggest sports 
event, Iraqi athletes stuck at 
the Lebanese border Saturday 
vented their anger at Kuwait 
and lamented the Arab divi- 
sions that have persisted 
since the 1991 Gulf war. 

Lebanon has refused to 
give the Iraqis visas to avoid 
angering Kuwait, which has 
threatened to boycott if Iraq 
takes part 

The 100 Iraqi athletes, 
trainers and officials arrived 
Friday at the no man’s land 
on the border after a 30-hour 
journey by bus from Baghdad 
through neighbouring Syria. 
They "hoped" to complete the 
two-hour drive to Beirut to 
take part in the Stir Arab 
Games beginning Saturday 
and running through July 27. 

The team travelled over- 
land since flights in or out of 
Iraq are banned by U.N. 
sanctions imposed after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 


The Iraqis have said they 
will stay put until Lebanese 
authorities confirm in writing 
what immigration officers 
have already told them — 
that no visas would be issued 
On Friday, they napped, 
trained, prayed and played 
cards. But as the opening of 
the games drew closer 
Saturday, the frustrated Iraqis 
began a boisterous demon- 
stration at die border. 

The team, trainers and offi- 
cials shouted anti-Kuwait 
slogans and sang nationalist 
songs, praising Iraq and 
leader Saddam Hussein. 

“Iraq is steadfast, Kuwait is 
scared," they shouted 
The Iraqis unfurled banners 
they brought along with 
them, calling for Arab unity 
and criticising games without 
Baghdad 

“Yes for sports which unite 
the ranks and no to sports that 
divide the Arabs,” said one 
banner. “Solidarity and unity 
is what Iraq always seeks." 


said another: 

Iraq was not invited to the 
7th Arab Games in Syria in 
1991 But this time, the Arab 
League did not exclude Iraq 
from its invitation to all 22 
members, and Iraq has insist- 
ed it take part 

‘The games are one of the 
occasions which should have 
been a factor to unite the 
youths," Asel Tabra, bead of 
the Iraqi team, said in a state- 
ment he read at the border. 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
major contributors to 
Lebanon’s post-civil war 
reconstruction, have pressed 
Beirut to keep die Iraqis out 
Lebanon complied even 
though tension with Iraq had 
eased recently with the dis- 
patch of a trade team to 
Baghdad. 

Syria, which dominates 
neighbouring Lebanon politi- 
cally and militarily, could 
have easily pressured the 
Lebanese into granting the 
Iraqis visas, especially since 


Yemen will not be burden on 
bloc of Gulf states — official 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Yemen, one of the world’s 
poorest countries, will not 
be a financial burden if it 
joined the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). an exclu- 
sive club of oil-rich monar- 
chies, a Yemeni official said 
Saturday. 

“Most of the GCC stales 
agree to Yemen joining the 
council, and say to us 
frankly that ‘your place is in 
the GCC'." Yemeni Foreign 
Ministry undersecretary 
Ghaleb Ali Jameel told the 
Kuwaiti daily AJ Rai A1 
Au in, 

“But there are one or two 
states which refuse, and I do 
not understand the philoso- 
phy of this refusal." he said, 
without naming any coun- 
tries. 

In April. Yemeni President 


Ali Abdallah Saleh said 
Sanaa asked to join during 
the December summit of the 
GCC — which groups 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman. 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates — 
but the request was refused. 

“We say to our Gulf 
brothers: Do not fear 

Yemen’s joining because it 
will not place a financial or 
economic burden on you.” 
Mr. Jameel said. 

Yemen’s relations with 
other Gulf states, mainly 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
were severely strained dur- 
ing 1990-1991 Gulf crisis 
when Sanaa was seen to 
side with Iraq during the 
seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait. 

Kuwait reduced its repre- 
sentation in Sanaa to charge 


d’affaires, while the Yemeni 
embassy in Kuwait has been 
closed since then. 

“We will not forget ail the 
assistance Kuwait offered 
Yemen since 1950 until 
1990. the date of the great 
Arab disaster," Mr. Jameel 
said. 

Kuwait, a generous aid 
donor, cut off support to 
Yemen after the invasion. 

But there have been signs 
of slowly improving ties, 
including a visit to Sanaa by 
an academic delegation 
which met the Yemeni pres- 
ident 

“We hope that relations 
between Yemen and Kuwait 
return to normal. We have 
tried to do that several times 
without response," he said, 
adding “we understand their 
feelings." 


Clinton visits stron 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) 
— U.S. President Bill 
Clinton visited the United 
States' strong North 
Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation I NATO) ally 
Denmark Saturday, the 
Iasi leg of a European 
tour after a historic 
NATO summit in Madrid 
earlier this week. 

Mr. Clinton, the first 
U.S. president to visit 
Denmark while in office, 
was welcomed to the 
country with great pomp 
and circumstance Friday 
evening, coming off a tri- 
umphant visit to Romania 
despite blocking its 
NATO membership in the 
first wave of expansion. 

The U.S. leader, who 
succeeded in convincing 
ihe Western alliance to 
agree to invite only 
Poland, Hungary’ and the 
Czech Republic to join, 
was expected to focus on 
the three Baltic states' 
NATO aspirations during 
his one-day visit to 
Denmark. 

At an open-air speech 
Saturday before an 
expected 20.000 people at 
Copenhagen's Nytorv 
Square, where criminals 
were executed until 1756. 
Mr. Clinton was expected 
to recognise the Danish 
government's successful 
efforts to get “the Baltic 
region" — Estonia. 
Latvia, and Lithuania — 
mentioned as aspiring 
I members in NATO’s final 
summit declaration. 

Denmark was the first 
country to recognise the 
Baltic states' "indepen- 
dence in 1991 and has 
pushed hard for their 
membership in the North 
Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation (NATO). 

The U.S. has been 
forced to walk a fine line 
on Baltic NATO member- 
ship as Moscow, which 
reluctantly accepted 


NATO expansion into the 
former Warsaw Pact 
countries, is vehemently 
opposed to the idea. 

The Baltics, which hope 
to be invited to join in 
1999. were Soviet 
republics from 1914-1991 
and are home to large 
Russian minorities. 

On Saturday. U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Talbott, who was 
accompanying Mr. 

Clinton in Copenhagen, 
said Russia would not be 
alienated following 

NATO's decision to 
recognise the Baltics. 

“We have nothing to 
fear from the outcome in 
Madrid, quite the con- 
trary. The Madrid com- 
munique ... is totally con- 
sistent with what the 
alliance has been saying 
all along,” he said. 

Noting that the Baltic 
issue is “tricky” and 
“complex,” Mr. Talbott 
said “it is important that 
Russia feel that it is a 
beneficiary (of the expan- 
sion process), but that 
depends on Russia’s own 
attitude.” 

Prior to his speech 
Saturday, Mr. Clinton 
attended a luncheon in his 
honour hosted by Queen 
Margrethe If at 
Fredensborg Castle, the 
royal family's summer 
residence inspired by an 
Italian villa and located 
40 kilometres north of the 
capital in the Danish 
countryside. 

He was also scheduled 
to lay a wreath at the 
memorial cemetery of the 
resistance movement 
commemorating the thou- 
sands of Danes killed dur- 
ing World War il before 
talks with Danish Prime 
Minister Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen. 

Copenhagen has gone 
“Clinton crazy" in the 
days leading up to the 


brief visit: newspapers 
have dedicated several 
pages each day to the 
visit, a bar owner has cre- 
ated a "Clinton cocktail” 
for the occasion and secu- 
rity around town is tighter 
than Danes have ever 


seen. 

Organisers of the ongo- 
ing Copenhagen Jazz 
Festival were. hoping Mr. 
Clinton would get up on 
one of the many stages in 
town and pick up his 
favourite instrument, the 
saxophone, and the mayor 
of rhe bicycle-fanatic city 
was expected to present 
the U.S. leader with a 
specially-designed bike 
called City Bike One. a 
reference to the official 
presidential aircraft Air 
Force One. 

But not everyone was 
thrilled by the visit. 

Danish Television TV2. 
one of two channels pro- 
viding live coverage of 
the entire visit, was 
forced to bow to public 
pressure and agree to cut 
away from part of its 
planned coverage 

Saturday to broadcast the 
Tour de France — irritat- 
ed Danes had complained 
about not being able to 
follow their countryman 
Bjame Riis. the 1996 j 
champion of the presti- ! 
gious race. 

And 30 extreme-left 
organisations planned a 
large demonstration in 
central Copenhagen for 
Saturday afternoon, 
protesting everything 
from NATO to the U.S. 
death penalty to 
American imperialism in 
the world. 

The U.S. president was 
scheduled to leave for 
Washington immediately 
after his speech Saturday 
in order to arrive in time 
to attend Vice-President 
AI Gore's daughter's 
wedding. 


Damascus' trade relations 
with Baghdad also have 
improved in recent weeks. 

But by allowing the Iraqis 
to cross their territory and 
taking a hands-off position 
with Lebanon, the Syrians 
avoided openly angering the 
Iraqis or damaging good rela- 
tions with Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. 

“It is a shame that the 
Lebanese government bends 
to financial pressures,” the 
Iraqi newspaper Babfl said in 
an editorial. 

A lone Lebanese woman 
drove an hour from the city of 
Baalbek in eastern Lebanon 
to visit the Iraqi team. 

“I am here to show solidar- 
ity and to congratulate you,” 
said Raqiya Yaghi, who lives 
in Baghdad and is vacation- 
ing in Lebanon. 


(fee (hi Arab Games 
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Spanish 

hostage 

executed 


SAN SEBASTIAN (AFP) 
— Spanish politician 
Miguel Angel Blanco 
Garrido was found shot to 
death on Saturday after he 
was kidnapped by Basque 
separatists who threatened 
to kill him, judicial officials 
said. 

The armed Basque sepa- 
ratist group ETA had threat- 
ened to killed Blanco 
Garrido if the Spanish gov- 
ernment did not regroup 
hundreds of ETA prisoners 
to jails in the Basque coun- 
try by 4 p.m. Saturday... 

Blanco Gam do’s body 
was found near a railway 
line with a gunshot wound 
and hands tied behind his 
back around 5:15 p.m. in 
the town of Lasarte in the 
northern Basque country, 
judicial officials said. 

Spanish rescue services 
said earlier that in Lasarte 
they had found a man with a 
gunshot wound to the head 
and arms tied behind his 
back, but did not identify 
him. 

Hundreds of residents in 
Ermua village, where 
Blanco Ganido served as a 
local council member for 
the party of Prime Minister 
Jose Maria Aznar, shouted 
“killers" as they erupted in 
rage or burst into tears upon 
learning of the execution. 


Lebanese 


economic 


delegation 
visits Tehran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A 
Lebanese economic delega- 
tion arrived here Saturday in 
the first such visit since 
Iran's 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion, which could pave the 
way for a trip by Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri, 
officials said. 

The delegation, led by 
Lebanese Economy Minister 
Yassine Jaber. will partici- 
pate in a joint economic 
meeting, the official news 
agency IRNA said. 

Members of the economic 
delegation include Lebanese 
Senior Finance Secretary 
Fuad Saniora and Central 
Bank Governor Ryad 
Salome, IRNA said. During 
their week-long visit, the 
delegates will hold talks 
with housing ministry and 
other Iranian officials, IRNA 
said. 

Several members of the 
Hariri government have paid 
working visits to Iran and 
Lebanese Deputy Prime 
Minister Michel Mutt repre- 
sented Lebanon here at the 
1996 inauguration of the 
“New Silk Road.” 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati said at 
the beginning of May that 
Mr. Hariri is expected to pay 
an official visit to Iran in a 
few months. 


F6LL6WI N6 TMH FOOTSTEPS Of AgCfMgOkOGftTFr 


Paris -July 11 p 

Tpp pi£hff§: A woman passes in front of a mosaic of ornamental tiling during the 
Jordanian show of ancient archaeology in Paris. 

Pittaffe'* A woman looks at Jordan's Ain Ghazal statues dating back to 7500- 
6700 BC IAFP photos) 


Sudan rebel leader says war 
irreversible and rejects truce 


NAIROBI (R) — Sudanese 
guerrilla leader John 
Garang said on Saturday he 
had rejected a ceasefire 
request by Sudan and that 
gains made in the rebels' 
most recent offensive were 
irreversible. 

Col. Garang, head of the 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA), told Reuters 
that he would not accept a 
ceasefire before agreeing 
with Khartoum on a broader 
framework for negotiation. 

“(President Omar Hassan ) 
Bashir wanted a ceasefire 
but oar response is a cease- 
fire must part of an overall 
agreement It cannot come 
first it comes last after 
details have been agreed,” 
said Col. Garang in an 
interview at his Nairobi res- 
idence. 

Col. Garang said Mr. 
Bashir’s request fora cease- 
fire was conveyed to 
regional heads of state at the 
Inter-Governmental 
Development Authority 
(IGAD) summit in Nairobi 
earlier this week. 

“The government is losing 
ground so he (Bashir) wants 
a ceasefire” he said. 

The veteran guerrilla 
leader said his forces, oper- 
ating in an alliance with 
exiled nonhem rebels, had 
made firm gains in the latest 
fighting. 


“We have gained a lot We 
have captured territory, 
towns and garrisons from 
Khartoum forces. This time 
our military advances are 
irreversible,” CoL Garang 
added. 

On Monday, CoL Garang 
told reporters his forces had 
stepped up the military 
campaign and were now 
encircling Juba, the capital 
of the war-tom south. 

Col. Garang's forces and 
northern allies in the oppo- 
sition National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) have 
launched a series of suc- 
cessful offensives this year 
and recaptured a string of 
towns prompting Khartoum 
to order a general mobilisa- 
tion. 

Initial hopes of agreement 
on a basis for talks at the 
IGAD summit faltered on 
Wednesday. Although all 
participating countries, 
including Sudan, signed a 
framework that was to be 
Che starting point for negoti- 
ations. the Sudanese presi- 
dent later said it was not 
binding. 

In response the SPLA 
refused to start talks unless 
the agreement was binding 
on bodi parties. 

Col. Garang said the 
SPLA was at its best politi- 
cally and militarily. 

“The SPLA is much more 


neighbouring 


countries 


such as Uganda, Eritrea and 
Ethiopia but Col. Garang 
denied he was receiving 
anything other than moral 
support. 

Although admitting that 
he welcomed the change of 
regime in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, he 
dismissed reports that the 
SPLA had assisted the 
rebels who ousted former 
Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko as unfounded 
media speculation. 

"The change of govern- 
ment in the Congo is a 
windfall for us but we never 
took part in events that led 
up to the change.” he said. 

The SPLA has fought 
since 1983 for greater 
autonomy of the Animist 
and Christian souib from 
the Arabised Muslim north. 


W. Bankers hold first mass wedding 


NABLUS (AFP) — Young 
Palestinians hoping to get 
married may no longer have to 
Wait years to save up the 
money. Tins week 15 
Palestinian couples were mar- 
ried in a mass ceremony 
organised by religious groups, 
including Hamas, in die West 
Bank town of Nablus — and 
judging by the enthusiasm of 
the 15,000 people who wit- 
nessed the ceremony, it will 
not be the last 
Thousands of locals 
crammed into a Nablus 
mosque and spilled out onto 
the streets Thursday evening 
where the prospective spouses 
gathered with a small group of 
family and friends. 

The vast majority of wit- 
nesses were not on any guest 
list After a shat prayer cere- 
mony, the crowd made way 
for the wedding procession of 
drummers and singers fol- 
lowed by the couples on 
horseback. "» 

They rode with their forefin- 
gers in the air repeating 


prayers for luck, although 
most of them had ridden for 
the first time only days before. 
One was ignorainiously 
thrown to die ground. He 
quickly composed himself, 
brushed the dust from his 
black suit and defiantly rode 
again, this time with both fore- 
finger in the ain They made 
their way to an open space, 
staked out with flags bearing 
die words ‘There is no God 
but God" and which just hours 
before had been heavy with 
traffic. 

Ihe couples mounted a plat- 
form with wreaths of carna- 
tions round their necks amidst 
the ululations of a group of 
local women. In the carnival 
atmosphere, the presiding 
preacher repeatedly called for 
order while thousands of 
young men and women who 
came to see the spectacle 
milled around an invisible line 
the organisers had drawn to 
separate the sexes. 

For the thousands of young 
Palestinians watching, the cer- 


emony gave hope that an 
affordable marriage would 
jane day be within their reach. 

“This makes me hope that 1 
will be able to get married,” 
said Osama Ashur, a 20-year- 
ofd electrician. “Marrying like 
this is much easier. People 
don’t compete over who can 
provide die most expensive 
biscuits or drinks. The value Is 
religious. People have become 
greedy because they are <fis- 
tant from religion,” he said. 
According to Wad Hasbash, 
one of foe wedding organisers, 
these days bride price, or 
“mahr” — which men must 
pay to foe families of their 
prospective brides — can cost 
between 1 5 and 20.000 
Jordanian dinars in foe cities. 

That doesn’t include the cost 
of furniture For the newly- 
weds' home. In villages and 
camps, bride prices average 
around 6,000 dinars, he said 
But according to Mr. Hashash, 
foe bridegrooms paid very lit- 
tle in foe collective ceremony 
in Nablus. 
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BERLIN (AHO-Ac* 
icature of a scantily^ , 

Hannelore Kohl offeL 
her charms oiriS 
Gennan . chance&fr-. 
official Mercedes-;! ^ 
withdrawn from a 
here, its orga^jt^ 

Wolfgang. Klemerti-s^j 
Thursday. 

already sued Penfl^ 
after the caricattiri^gu 
wife appeared in foe jj&n 
magazine in ... January 1 
Organisers “of ^4^ 

Miracles of .Unificatioo 
Exhibition were keetfog j^s t 
including the caricafet 11 ^^ ■ ! - 
in spite of Kohl'S wrath 
but changed their miud 
when told the chancellor 
meant business. Kleiaen 
said no visitor had com- 
plained. 
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Egypt police arrot 
Hind car §tmo thief 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
police arrested a blind 
man who confessed to 
breaking into cars and 
stealing their stereos* the 
Akhbar AI Youm news- 
paper said on Saturday. 
The newspaper said 
police nabbed the 
unnamed man after a car 
owner saw him drive his 
vehicle for a few kilome- 
tres, quickly pull out die 
stereo and then walk 
away. Investigations 
showed the man tad 
turned into a professional, 
car stereo thief when he 
was blinded two yean 
ago as a result of (Wak- 
ing cheap liquor. 


robust than ever before. We 
have gone through the fire 
and we have survived it,” 
Col. Garang said in refer- 
ence to splits which rocked 
foe SPLA in 1991. 

Previous SPLA advances 
have been overturned by the 
Sudanese army, but CoL 
Garang said that newly 
acquired support from the 
country's north would help 
ensure the latest gains were 
permanent. 

Khartoum claims that the 
SPLA is being supported by 


mm u.k. 


employ court up 


LONDON (R) — A court 
has ruled that priest 
have no rights unper 
Britain’s employment 
laws because they wort; 
for God and not an earth-: 
ly employer. Three 
appeal court judges 
decided that an Anglicnr 
curate. Rev. Alex Coku, 
had no right to take his 
case for unfair disrated 
before an industri al^ - 
bunal. “A mmistegtf 
religion serves God|j^ 
his congregation 


ami 
lasted. 

kadi unknown 
in explore 
iikndi arm; post in 




^ h ihe second night tors. 


[3r. naiiian sources 


not serve an employ* : 
the iudee. Lord Jthffli* 


the judge. Lord Jtisp*! 
Christopher Stau ghl&a -! 
said. Rev. CoketV^S-j 
claimed he was unfi|[yi 
sacked in 1994, JiJsSjei 
the house and car-jP; 
came with the 
bounds a year job^ 1 
curate in south'?^ 
London, according-^’ 
newspaper repeats, 
Staughton said: T <ag 1 
think you batfejj jP 8 ’ 
address for God ^jfjljBg 8 
will not be abteisglp 
anv documents.’^lll 


Man ptey# Ju| 
a day — flaw 


LITTLE ROCKjgF'J 
A man who impeisqjgg 
a judge was fined 
by the real thing. 
just a big" 

Richard Martipefcht^ 
who pleaded 
posing as a ntteggr 
judge. He was se ayPffi" 
on Wednesday. 
who worked as 
interpreter, said .3g^g£ 
tended to be a 
September at 
of Menifee Police^Gt^ 
Van Porter. At tlw moc* 
court session, -M*®? 
found two woraes ggjj 

of traffic offences, 

them a total; of $S50*J 
ordered them fo dfr 
munity semC^.^ 
woman paid 
few weeks 
munity service 
women discoveiw, 
had never been chtfgr 
and went to foe pw ' 
“When you’ve p# 
chief of police 
telling you that it * 

it was OK, 
said. 
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